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Abstract: The present paper tackles the linguistic phenomenon of quantification which is the
second source of gradeability by force. Quantification is an important aspect in semantic
relationships. The study adopts a lexical-cognitive approach. The process of analysis reveals the
lexical, grammatical, and morphological features of quantification. Moreover, it unearths the
rhetorical functions of the forms of gradeability in reference to quantification. In conclusion, the
study shows that quantification is useful for language learners and translators. Moreover, it proves
important at the social, cognitive and logical levels.

Keywords: cognition, gradeability, lexicality, morphology, quantification, semantics

INTRODUCTION

The present study deals with quantification which is the second source of gradeability by force.
Quantification is an important aspect in semantic relationships. The study aims at revealing the
lexical, grammatical, and morphological features of quantification. Moreover, it unearths the
rhetorical functions of the forms of gradeability in reference to quantification. Furthermore, the
study deals with the two main categories of quantification: (a) amount and (b) extent. On one hand,
amount scale covers size, weight, strength and number. On the other hand, extent scale covers
scope and proximity. The present paper delves into the linguistic forms of the modes of
quantification at the classical level. Besides, knowing the features of gradeability helps in attaining
the exact translation equivalent.

Objectives of the Study
The study aims to provide answers to the following questions:
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» What does quantification mean under the theory of gradeability?

» What are the features of quantification at the grammatical, lexical and morphological levels?
» What are the rhetorical functions of quantification?

» What is the role of quantification in obtaining the accurate translation equivalent?

Rationale of the Study

It is known that language and cognition are closely intertwined. Linguists theorize about the
interaction between language and society on one hand, and the interaction between language and
cognition on the other hand. Therefore, the study delves into the cognitive and lexical aspects of
quantification. Primarily, dealing with the feature of gradeability helps in overcoming the
cognitive problem of rigidity. Rigidity takes the form of polarized thinking which revolves around
the dichotomy of good and bad. Entertaining such a mindset is the result of having two ends of the
scale of gradeability. Therefore, there is no mid end of the scale. According to Stanborough (2022),
a polarized mindset is “a cognitive distortion that makes everything feel extreme”. Given the fact
that no special focus is placed on gradeability, rigid mindsets find their way in communities. To
overcome these mindsets, gradable forms should be given adequate attention.! Gradeability plays
a crucial role in shaping thoughts and delivering ideas in the proper way.

Stanborough (2022) states that polarized thinking is a form of common distorted thinking patterns.
It is sometimes called “all-or-nothing” or “black and white thinking”. It happens when people think
in extremes without considering all the possible facts in each situation. This raises the question:
Are linguistic patterns the result of cognitive patterns or vice versa? Given the fact that the
linguistic patterns of polarized thinking have become prevalent and popular; therefore, they control
our cognitive patterns. Similarly, unit fractions such as one-eighth, one-fourth, one-half, one-third,
and two-thirds play an essential role in the Islamic inheritance system. Moreover, quantification
plays a crucial role in daily life. In culinary arts, it helps in measuring ingredients properly. At the
level of translation, quantification helps in obtaining the right translation equivalent. For example,
knowing the group age set helps in securing the right translation equivalent. In conclusion, the
study aims at promoting understanding of an important linguistic phenomenon in Arabic. It paves
the way for understanding how language works regarding gradeability. In addition, it helps in
building vocabulary and improving cognition and memory skills.

METHODOLOGY

The study uses a lexico-cognitive approach making use of the theory of gradeability with reference
to quantification by Martin and White (2005). The approach aims at explaining the relationship

t According to Cambridge Dictionary, scale means the relation between the real size of something
and its size on a map, model, or diagram. Also, it means a set of numbers, amounts used
to measure or compare the level of something. The second meaning is the intended one in the
present study.
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between lexemes in the terms of lexicology and cognition. Semanticists establish a system of
semantic relationships which includes a variety of relations such as synonymy. For example,
“amazing” is the synonym of “great”. Others explain the semantic relationship in terms of antonym
such as “offensive” is the antonym of “great”. Moreover, semantic relationships are understood in
terms of part-whole relationship. Kreidler (1998) uses a binary system to demonstrate how a
lexeme differs from other members of the same set. According to Kreidler (p. 88), semanticists
use componential analysis to differentiate members of the set from one another. It goes without
saying that semanticists’ explanation contains all the aspects of gradeability as discussed below.
But they did not pay special focus on gradeability. Discussing this linguistic phenomenon helps in
revealing semantic relations more clearly. The study elaborates and extends the theory of
gradeability with reference to quantification by Martin and White (2005). Based on the model,
quantification involves gradeability with reference to amount and extent. Under amount, there is
gradeability with size, weight, strength, and number. Extent covers scope and proximity.

Quantification

Quantification is an intrinsic property of things that are measurable. It covers size, weight, amount,
extent, or number according to AARTS et al. (2014, p. 734). Technically speaking, quantification
means measuring things in terms of amount and extent. The sections below dig into the features
of amount and extent.

Isolation and Infusion

Quantification can be realized via infused or isolated forms. As for infused forms, gradeability is
carried out by the head word itself. For example, saying “’imldq” is analogous with “rajulun tawil
wa dakhm al-jism” (i.e., man mountain). Also, saying “al-musinnin” is analogous with “kibar as-
sinn” (i.e., old people). Regarding isolation, it acts as a modifier of the graduated entity as in

“rajulun tawil” (i.e., a tall man).

Abstract versus Concrete

Quantification can be used for graduating abstract and concrete entities. The table below provides
examples for both abstract and concrete entities.

Table (1): Abstract and Concrete Forms.

Abstract Forms| Abstract Forms in Concrete Forms in Concrete Forms in
in Arabic English . English
g Arabic g
&qProblem w=adiPerson
z\>3Success =S |Chair
sl=iHappiness <LiPlant
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c3Debt O saslAnimal
3_Sdldea <USBook
G =ISadness <»3Gold
JelHope LadSilver

Terms of Measurements and Weights in the Qur’an
The All-Glorious Qur’an mentions some of the general terms of measurements and weights such
as: “Mizan”, “Wazn”, “Mawazin”, “Mikyal”, “Kayl”, and “Mithgal”. The Qur’an abounds with the
forms of measurement and weight as in the following verses: ) ] o

(11:85) Ot (5 315583 ¥ 5 ahelatl Gl ) 50 Vg alally o Saall 5 QL&A1 15831 238 U
And my people, fill up the measuring and the balance with equity and do not depreciate the
things of mankind and do not perpetrate (mischief) in the land as corruptors. (Ghali, 2005,
11:85). )

(55:7) .01 nall gy Leady 2Ll 5

And the heaven, He raised it up and laid down the balance. (Ghali, 55:7).

Rhetorical Functions
In essence, the use of the terms of weights and measurements lays the foundation of justice and
fairness in communities. By and large, people cannot do without these scales in their daily life.
One of the verses of the Qur’an reads: )
(7) Ol s b sl 5
And the heaven, He raised it up and laid down the balance. (Ghali, 55:7).
For some scholars, “al-Mizan” means that Allah establishes justice on earth. Other scholars say
that al-Mizan refers to the ordinary balance by which people give every person his or her due. In
the same vein, the terms of Mizan and Mawazin are used for establishing justice in the hereafter.
A verse reads: ) g , , ] ]
(21:A7) Dl Uy (3851 W U304 (3 408 Qe (IS ) 57058 (el 2118 508 Al o 30 Tk 0315 g
And We will lay down the equitable scales for the Day of Resurrection, so that not oneself will
be done an injustice in anything, and even in case it be the weight of one grain of mustard seed.
We will come up with it. And sufficient are We for the reckoners. (Ghalr, 21:47).
The verse above indicates that the highest level of justice is adopted in the hereafter. The Qur’an
uses the smallest unit of weight to convey the highest degree of justice and fairness. Also, weighing
the lowest end of the scale of the good and bad deeds aims at achieving the highest level of fairness
in the hereafter as in the verse that reads: ) o ) o
A(8) o2 158853 e Jaiy (a3 (7) o2 1 853 JWke Jaig (e
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So, whoever does an atom’s weight of charity will see it. (7). And whoever does an atom’s weight
of evil will see it. (8). (Ghali, 99:7-8).

According to the verse above, man’s deed is scaled even if it is an atom’s weight, it is considered.
It indicates that everyone will take his/her due. This rhetorical function is realized by the form of
quantification.

Amount
The amount is the quantity of something such as time, space, or substance. When it comes to
gradeability, amount covers size, weight, strength, and number. In Arabic, there are general words
for conveying the meaning of amount such as:

el S laae
These terms could be translated into extent- amount-quantity.

Size

Traditionally, size means how big or small something is. But this definition overlooks the third
scale of medium size. It is an intrinsic feature of gradeability to have a scale of three or more
different ends: small, medium, large, and extra-large. These scales are found in the size guide:
small, medium, and large. Even the large size can be of different sizes: xI, xxl, xxx, etc. There are
general words which convey the meaning of size such as the forms in the table below.

Table (2): Synonyms of ‘‘Size’’ in Arabic and English.
Arabic D/ )lie/Aan 5/ eliia/ elie/ana

English Size/measure/amount/degree/extent

One of the synonyms of size is mentioned in the verse that reads: .
(13:8) ey bie 2,2 85 50055 Ly Ala ) Gl ey 350 K (el e gl

Allah knows what every female bears and what the wombs subside and increase, and everything
in His Providence has (its) (perfect) determination. (Ghali, 13:8).
The term “migdar” is preceded by the preposition “ba”. The prepositional phrase “bimigdar” is
one of the forms of the scale of preciseness. Therefore, it is a means of the scale of focus. The use
of the preposition “ba” in Arabic changes the form from the scale of force into the scale of focus.
On the contrary, the same word in the verse below is a general term for scaling duration/extent of
time. Therefore, it graduates time according to the scale of force. The verse reads: )

£32:5) {545 aa Ak Call 550080 (I8 o 35 4] & 50 & G d ) ) o) G Y1 50
He conducts the Command from the heaven to the earth; thereafter it winds up to Him in (one)
Day, whose determined (length) is a thousand years of what you number. (Ghali, 32:5).
The verse uses the nominal form “migqdar”, a general term of measurement meaning
measure/extent. It is followed by a period of time as in the verse above. Similarly, the general term
“Magas” or “Miqyds” can be graduated via modifiers as in the table below.
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Table (3): Graduation of the Forms of Size.

Scale Infused Form in English Separate Form in Arabic Separate Forms in
English

High - oS aaa/oslid] arge size

Mid - Ly pas/pbidMedium size

Low - e aaa/idSmall size

Size usually refers to things having mass, length, width, and depth of height according to Webster's
New Dictionary of Synonyms (1984, p. 742). The section below provides a detailed discussion of
the sub-categories of size.

Imprecise Reckoning of Mass
The high and low ends of the scale of mass can be realized via the forms below.

Table (4): Graduation of Mass via Modifiers.

Scale Infused Forms inlinfused Forms in|Separate Separate Forms in
IArabic English Forms inEnglish
Arabic

High Jia/ 3 fadalmmense el aslael king-size

Giant las nSvery big

Great
Mid ~xall s JAverage size
Low - ) R - e -JinaSmall lax s Very small

Tiny las J8

Social status can be graduated via the forms of mass as in the table below.

Table (5): Graduation of Social Status.

Mass Scale Separate Form in Arabic Separate Form in English
High S ala s4Senior officer
Low _sa il saJunior officer

In religious discourse, man’s deeds are graduated in terms of mass as in the table below.
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Table (6): Graduation of Man’s Deeds.
High scale Low scale

oS il o Y

Big sin Small sin

By and large, the scale of mass is used for graduating man’s deeds. The underlined forms “saghir”
and “kabir” reflect two ends of the scale of size in the verse that reads: ) )
(54:53) Sl puS5 yuia K
And every small and great thing is judiciously inscribed. (Ghali, 54:53).
Mass has been used for graduating the abstract entity of man’ s deeds. It states that everything is
registered for getting man accountable for his deeds. Similarly, the abstract entity of ‘debt’ is
graduated by the scale of mass in the verse that reads: ) ) o
(2:282) sl () 1508 51 ) a5 4885 (1 galL5 Y5
... and be not too loathe to write it down, (whether) it is small or great, with its term, .... (Ghal;,
2: 282).
The two forms “saghir” and “kabir” are modifiers of the abstract entity “dayn” (i.e., debt). Thus,
debt is graduated via the forms of mass.

Imprecise Reckoning of Mass and Generosity

In the Arabic culture, imprecise amount can be used for graduating generosity such as the idiomatic
expression “khathir ar-ramad”. Literally, it means a large amount of ash. Metonymically, it means
that someone is very generous. Therefore, it indicates a high scale of generosity. In the same vein,
the high scale of amount can indicate the low end of the scale of generosity. On the contrary, a
zero end of the scale of generosity can be realized by expressions such as “khathir nubaha al-
kalb”. Literally, it means that somebody has a dog that barks a lot. Metonymically, it means that
the dog barks a lot because its owner is a niggard person who never has guests at home.

Diminutive Form

Morphologically, graduating size can be realized via the diminutive form. A diminutive form
means changing the form of the word for rhetorical purposes such as minimizing, belittling, or
decreasing number. A diminutive form is used for expressing the low end of the scale of size. For
example, mountains can be scaled as in the table below.
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Table (7): Graduation of Mountains via Diminutive Forms.

Scale Infused Infused Forms inSeparate  Forms inSeparate forms
Forms inEnglish IArabic . .

Ends Arabic in English

High J:>Mountain xS J3A large hill

Mid -

Low JusMonticule sa JnlA small mountain

Metaphorically, using “jabal” (i.e., a mountain) as a modifier of man conveys the high end of the
scale of patience. Likewise, a mountain and rat can be used where a great deal of promise,
attention, or fuss is made about something that is trivial. For example, the proverb that reads:
“tamakhkhada al-jabalu fawalada fa 'ran” could reflect the low and high ends of the scale. It could
be translated into “The mountain was in labor but gave birth to a mouse”.

Nominal forms

Lexically, quantification can be realized by nominal forms which convey small and large sizes of
an area.

Table (8): Graduation of Salt-Water Bodies.

Scale Infused Infused Separate [Separate Forms in English
Forms infForms in .
Arabic English Form_s n
IArabic
High LqOcean = elalla very large expanse of water more than the sea
ol
Mid ~4Sea xS eadA large expanse of water less than the ocean
Aalldl oluall
Ll e
Low 5l ake S zea3A large expanse of water less than the sea
oo B oluall
oadl

Metaphorically, the term “bahr” (sea) and “muhit” (ocean) can be used for conveying the high
end of the scale of knowledge. They refer to a knowledgeable or well-informed person.
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Table (9): Graduation of Fresh Water Bodies.

Scale |Infused |Infused Separate/Separate Forms in English
Forms in[Forms inForms in
Arabic  |[English .
g Arabic
High oeRiver s s>4A large natural stream of water
Jish
Mid Jsaa/s_padl ake/stream| sa Led' A small/narrow river
Low g swell ¢l aelSpring water”

e Length: Lexical Forms
The process of graduating length units runs as in the table below.
Table (10): Graduation of Meter Units.

Scale Infused Infused Forms inSeparate Separate Forms in English
Forms inEnglish ) ]
Arabic Forms in Arabic
High SAdMeter Jheiiis 434 one hundred centimeters
Mid JhwaiindCentimeter il (e 2 (e ¢ 32i0Ne hundredth of a meter
Low SheldMillimeter il e a1 (4 ¢ 3alone thousand of a meter.

Human height/stature can be graduated by modifiers as in the table below.

Table (11): Graduation of Human Height.

Scale Infused Form inlInfused Form in|Separate Form in Arabic [Separate Form in English
Arabic English
High 2_le/3ec(Giant laa Jy shvery tall
Mid & 5 a/Amy y Aalall Jaieo/dars gAverage height/normal height
Neither tall nor short
Jashlls ¥y saaily G
Low 2 ADwarf -4l .28 Shorty/short stature

5 uad 44 s3Vertically challenged

Pint-sized
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Width: Lexical Forms

Table (12): Gradable Forms of Width.

Forms inEnglish

Scale |Infused |Infused Form inSeparate|Separate Forms in English

. Forms in
Arabic )
Arabic
High o= =\Wide/broad ac LiqHaving distance from side to side
- ,.'.:. JIA_“

Mod S -2 504 imited/bounded

Restricted in width

Low G=aNarrow

Small width

Metonymically, the high scale of width is used for conveying the high end of the scale of stupidity

as in the table below.

Table (13): Graduation of Width Forms Using Metonymical Forms.

Scale Separate Form in Arabic Separate Form in English

High

sl =y 5eThick as a brick

(Thick here equals wide).

The low end of width can be used for graduating sadness, pain, poverty conveying the high end of

these scales as follows:

Table (14): Width Forms & the Graduation of Sadness, Pain, and Poverty.

Low end of the scale of width

The high end of the scale ofiThe high end of the scale of
poverty sadness

Al &l G aall 5ad

Narrow

Hard-pressed Literally: chest tightness

Metonymically: anxious
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Depth: Lexical Forms

Table (15): Graduation of the Forms of Depth.

Scale (Infused Infused Forms in EnglishiSeparate Forms inSeparate Forms in
Forms in Arabic English
Arabic
High |3/ sle/secDeep/profound/bottomless 4l 2 YWithout limits
Mid
Low | =~k -dsxsShallow/superficial Gwee _neNot deep
4 Bac Y

When used metaphorically, the scale of depth is a form of gradeability by intensification because
it conveys intensity. For instance, graduating pain in terms of depth via forms such as ‘‘amig”
(deep) in saying “alam ’amiq” (a deep pain) intensifies the meaning. The meaning of “‘amiq” is
intense or very painful. Also, using depth can be a scale of focus as in “Samt” (deep silence or
dead air). The lower end of the scale can be realized metaphorically via forms such as “tafkir
sathy” (superficial thinking). Also, graduating the degree of intelligence saying “rajulun sathy”
(Superficial guy-empty-headed) has the function of intensifying meaning. Gradeability in terms of
depth can be realized via nominal forms as in table below.

Table (16): Graduation of Depth via Nominal Forms.

Scale Infused form inSeparate Form inSeparate form inSeparate Form in
Arabic English Arabic English
High 5 saAbyss/hole dawe/ y2dll 53y 3 jasImmeasurable deep
X hole
Mid 3_ssPothole U2 Y) (e By 3 Rl
- L s~ sdepression/hollow
> in a road surface
Low oiSpeck 5_diue 388IA tiny spot
Heights

Heights can be graduated via heads themselves as in the table below.
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Table (17): Graduation of Terrain Features.

Scale |Infused |Infused |Separate FormSeparate Form in English
Form inForm injin Arabic
Arabic  [English
High JdsMountain [hw e a8 WA large natural elevation of the earth’s surface
o el U= Yimore than the hill
Jal
Mid JiHill e 4xdi e 4shiqNaturally raised area of land/high ground/rising
il =¥ =lauground less than the mountain
Jaadl (54
Low e s/JePlain/valley]  ilawsie oalFlat land

The high end of the scale of size can be used for graduating firmness, high social status, and
knowledge as in the table below.

Table (18): Forms of Height & Gradeability of Social Status.

The high end of the scale of
Size

The high social status

The high end of the scale of
intelligence

o

dis da

Jaall

Mountain

A noble man

Shrewd-

Cunning person

In the same vein, heights can be graduated via modifiers as in the table below.

Table (19): Graduation of the Forms of Height.

Scale (Infused Form inSeparate Form inSeparate |Separate Form in English
Arabic English Form in
Arabic
High Fald/3als/ 3alu/d\e|High/lofty/towering las Jle/adi )qVery tall/high
Mid L. sidAverage height
tﬁSJY\
Low JOW aaie /umisidl ow/sloping/downward

Metaphorically, man’s status in the hereafter can be graduated via the forms of heights. This can
be realized by the agent noun forms such as “khafidatun” (i.e., brings down) and “rafi 'ah” (raises
up). The Day of Judgement can be graduated via the forms of heights in the verse that reads:

(56:3) Axd ) dails
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Lowering (some), raising (others). (Ghali, 56:3).

The underlined forms in the verse above function as modifiers of the nominal phrase “’al-Wagq tu”
(the inevitable, the Day of Judgment) in the start of the chapter of “’al-Wagq ‘tu in the Qur’an. Also,
the scale of heights can be realized via verbal processes as in the table below.

Table (20): Graduation of Heights via Verbal Processes.

Scale Infused Form inlinfused Form inSeparate Form in|Separate Form in English
Arabic English Arabic
High &iLIRise =¥ 4x3lMove to a higher position
Glslcome up Ledi e jHMove through the air
Jsgo up
Mid
Low uaidil-laaGo down JiuY 4x3l-move to a lower position

Measure and Weight

There are general words for expressing the notion of weight. The following forms are ones of the
terms of weight: ‘‘Mithqal’’, ““Wazn’’, *‘Zinatun’’ (weight)- ‘‘Mikyal’’ (measure). Weight can be
graduated by verbal processes as “khaffa” (become light) and “thaqula” (become heavy).

Table (21): Graduation of Weight via Verbal Processes.

Scale Infused Infused Forms inSeparate Forms inSeparate Forms in English
Forms inEnglish Arabic
Arabic
High e/ J8 435 3 JBecome heavy
Tip the scales/tip the balance
Tilt the balance one way or the other
Mid Jalas (g slusif- Become equal
Jildg
Get balanced
Low adl- 4185 J4Become light
Uily

The low end of the scale of weight is realized by verbal processes such as “yukhsir” (make the
balance deficient) as in the verse that reads: ] ] ) )

(55:9) O el 15 5m85 ¥ 5 Laldly (5500 ) sl 5
And keep up the weight with equity, and do not cause loss in the Balance. (Ghali, 55:9).
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On the contrary, the high end of the scale is realized via verbal processes such as “yuwaffy” (give
full measure) in the verse that reads: o ) , ) g g o

(17:35) S gl Guals 58 A sl udatally ) 46 55 288 13) Qi) 1 8315
And fill up the measure when you measure, and weigh with the straight equitableness that is more
charitable and fairest in interpretation. (Ghali, 17:35).

Precise Weight Units
There are specific units for weight which can be graduated as in the table below.
Table (22): Graduation of Some Weight Units.

Scale |Infused [Separate Separate Separate
Form_s " Forms Forms in Forms in
Arabic
in English Arabic English
High okTonne ~>< callone thousand kilograms
Mid ~>SKilogram &> <l one thousand grams
Low a>Gram a) aale illone thousand milligrams

Table (23): Graduation of Gram Units.

Scale |Infused [Separate [Separate|Separate Form in English
Formin |Formin [Formin
Arabic  [English  |Arabic
High & _2Gram & _saale calione thousand milligrams
Mid alo>l4Milligram (= aone thousandth of a gram
e alyl
Low elas S4Microgram | (= < sjone millionth of a gram
O Osle
ol

Imprecise Weight Units

There are units which are imprecise such as “dharrah” (the smallest particle of a chemical
element). The Qur’an mentions the term of “adh-dharrah” in many contexts. One of these contexts
is the fairness of Allah that He will hold people accountable for everything. One of the verses
reads:

(99:7-8) .00 155853 Jia Jaxi a0 08 158 353 Ol (Jang (e
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So, whoever does an atom’s weight of charity will see it. (7). And whoever does an atom’s
weight of evil will see it. (Ghali, 99:7-8).

Measurement Units
Measurement units can be graduated as follows:
Table (24): Some Measurement Units.

Scale |Infused |Infused Separate |Separate
Forms inForms in Form in E
Arabic Enalish Arabic orms
g in English
High <3 lIrdabbun 4i4one hundred fifty kilograms of wheat/twenty-five of
: el grice.
(a unit of dry uz::
measurement) e/ el
Yy
O}‘)‘i“"}
203 04
Mid dsKeila 5_de L) twelve kilograms of wheat.
\
(a unit of dry ‘;:‘)i
measurement)
Low w-glaSa’/Muddu  [AS Y, Y02.035 kg
\
(a unit of dry 1A cubic dry measure-half bushel a dry measure
measuremen sl .
easurement) Approximately 650 grams
(a\‘); 10,
LY
Number

Graduating numbers can be realized via forms which can be either precise or imprecise. Number,
in a grammatical sense, is mainly the distinction between singular and plural words; that is,
between words that apply to anything or person and words that apply to more than one. So, from
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the point of view of gradeability, the discussion of graduating numbers is held under two headings:
precise and imprecise reckoning.

Precise Reckoning of Number

Precise reckoning means definite calculation. It can be realized grammatically and lexically via
dual and singular forms as demonstrated below.

Singular-Plural System

Table (25): Graduation of the Singular-Plural System.

Scale |Infused |Infused Forms inSeparate Forms in Separate Forms in
Zc;;rt?isc inEnglish Arabic English
High e=>Plural ciil (e 33 Wmore than two persons
Ol e S
Mid *qDual
Low 244Singular -

Also, number can be realized by a form of a particular word or phrase that indicates singularity or
plurality such as tree, woman, trees and women. Also, the low scale can be realized
morphologically by the one-time noun.

Table (26): Graduation of Precise Number via the One-time Form.

Scale Arabic Form English Form
High GleaaAttacks
Low daaalAttack

Graduation of Personal Pronouns

The tables below provide graduation of personal pronouns regarding number. First, there is a
graduation of the first-person pronouns. Then, there is a graduation of the second person. Finally,
there is a graduation of the third person pronouns. The process of analysis includes both attached
and detached pronouns. Attached pronouns are dependent pronouns which cannot stand alone such
as ‘=’ in ‘4l (his book), ‘4% »=’(1 beat him), and ‘4’ (his). As for detached pronouns, they are
independent and can stand alone as the first speaker pronoun ‘5” (1).
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Table (27): Graduation of the First Speaker Pronouns.

Scale Arabic InfusedMeaning English Infused
Forms Forms
High u~1Both are first-speaker pronouns. We
(& Us
Mid End u~4The form ‘0~ is a first-speaker pronoun whichWe

is used in the nominative case.

Also, the form ‘&’ is a first-speaker pronoun
(1 S . L )

but it can be used in the nominative, accusative,
and genitive cases. Here are examples for each
case:

\We/our/us

- The use of ‘“ in the nominative case:
‘sl y2”, It could be translated into ‘we
beat him’.

- The use of ‘& in the accusative case:
‘W y’, It could be translated into ‘he
beat us.’

- The use of ‘& in the genitive case: WWts’
and ‘U’ which could be translated into|
‘our book’ and ‘from us’.

Low Ulit is one of the forms of the first-speaken|
pronoun.

) § s ) It is a direct object of the verb and an object of]
asm o el b Se preposition). Me
(o5 el

(PSS pem) 2
The letter = is a first speaker pronoun in the

nominative case. I
[ A TN yana) - s s ..
(< g )”The letter ‘=’ in Arabic is a second personi g,
pronoun in the nominative case.

Lexically, the high and mid ends have the same graphemes in Arabic. However, the meaning is
different depending on the context in which they are used. These forms refer to two persons or
things only in the mid end while they refer to more than two persons or things in the high end.
Grammatically, the pronouns ‘Ul>, (1) ‘o= (we), <= (1), ‘=’(you), ‘&’ (we) are used in the
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nominative case. As for the other pronouns such as ‘w’(us), ‘" (me), they are used in the
accusative and genitive cases.

Table (28): Graduation of the Second Person Pronouns.

Scale

Arabic Infused Forms

Meaning

English
Forms

Infused

High

R

Sl (Osladi) delaall 5l g

The form ‘a5’ is a masculine first-
person plural pronoun. As for ‘Gil’,
it is a feminine first-person
pronoun.

The letter ‘5 is a plural pronoun
which is equal to the second person
pronoun ‘you’ in this context as in
‘You do it’.

You

you

Mid
End

Y

A masculine/feminine
which indicates duality.

pronoun

You

Low

il
il
fublad el

(b Jia i3l

el g SR ldadld) &_'Q\S) il

It is a masculine pronoun.
It is a feminine pronoun.

The letter ‘s’ is a feminine second
person pronoun.

The letter ‘<L’ is a second person
pronoun as in ‘<L 2’ j.e., | beat
you. ‘you’ here can refer to a male
or female depending on the context.

You

You

You

In the table, there are specific lexemes for each end of the scale of gradeability.
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Table (29): Graduation of the Third Person Pronouns.

(el 4

(Aglall)

previously mentioned. It is used in the nominative case.

It refers to the female person/thing mentioned earlier. It is
used in the nominative case.

It is a pronoun that refers to a male person/thing in the
accusative and genitive cases.

It is a pronoun that refers to a female person/thing in the
accusative and genitive cases.

Scale Arabic InfusedMeaning English Infused
Forms Forms
High a4/t is a masculine personal pronoun. They
Emfltis a feminine personal pronoun. They
ilell)  deleadl sl gThe letter <5 is a plural third-person pronoun. They
(LS
5 guaill (53 .. .. .
The letter & is a feminine plural pronoun. It can function as[They
o sl (G Cusall)a third-person pronoun as in ‘oi&” (they read) in which the
‘0’ functions as a third person pronoun in the nominative
case. Also, it can function as a second-person pronoun as
‘S (you write). The ¢’ is in the nominative case.
Mid End Laallt is a personal pronoun which is a dual form. They
oY) iThe letter < in Arabic indicates duality. They
(a5l
Low sallt is a personal pronoun that refers to the male person/thingHe

She

Him

Her

The Currency System
The Egyptian system of money can be graduated as in the table below.
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Table (30): Graduation of Egyptian Currency System.

Scale [Infused |Infused Formsin [Separate Formsin [Separate Forms
Formsin [English English . i
Arabic in English
High 4x1aPound Ui lfone thousand piasters
Mid Ja_8Piasters ~L ZqPjasters/one hundredth of a
pound
Low ~L4Penny/Millieme axiall (e ill 4 e ¢ 3l ONe thousandth part of a
pound/the tenth part of a
piasters.

The OId Arabic System of Currency
The Arabic old system of currency is graduated in terms of dinar and Qintar which reflect the
high and low ends of the scale as in the table below.

Table (31): Graduation of the Old Arabic Currency System.

Scale |Infused |Infused [Separate|Separate Forms in English

Formsin [Formsin [Formsin

Arabic  |[English  |Arabic
High JW=3Qintar 434 One hundred pounds

100/J&is
K m:U100 pounds
S 44.9280r 44.928 kg

Mid
Low JDinar a2l 8 detten silver dirhams

Demonstrative Pronouns
One of the precise reckonings of numbers is the demonstrative pronouns in the singular and dual
cases. Demonstrative pronouns can be graduated from the perspective of number in the table

below.
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Table (32): Graduation of Precise Number via the Demonstrative System.

Scale  |Infused Infused Form injSeparate Form infSeparate Form in English
Form inEnglish Arabic
Arabic
Low »2a/) 24T his/that Leall/adl) LaalThe thing/person referred to
IR
Mid obla/o\wThese two Ll JLilIThe two persons/things referred to
persons/things
Those two
persons/things
High ¥ sThese/those Uell/aedd) JLidIThe persons/things referred to

Relative Pronouns
Also, precise numbers can be realized via the relative pronouns in the singular and dual cases.
Relative pronouns can be graduated from the perspective of number in the table below.

Table (33): Graduation of Precise Number via Relative Pronouns.

Scale Infused Infused Form in English [Separate [Separate Form in English
Form in Form in
Arabic Arabic

Low SWsMWho/whom/that/which |-

Mid -olAlwWho/whom/that/which |
Cailll-oalll/cpall)

High SMV-cAWho/whom/that/which |-

In this table, the dual relative pronouns in the nominative case are “allathan” (who, whom, which,
and that) and “allatan” (who, whom, which, and that). But the accusative and genitive cases are
“allathayn” and “allatyn” (who, whom, which, and that). As for plural, the forms in the nominative
and the accusative cases are the same “allathyna” (who, whom, which, and that).

Ordinal Numbers
Ordinal numbers can be a means of gradeability since they indicate precedence. Therefore, these
numbers indicate priority in importance, order, or rank. Lexically, it is equivalent to extent in time
as the latter, the former, the precedent. So, mathematicians use terms such as ascending and
descending order. This hierarchical order is a form of gradeability. Lexically, gradeability can be
realized via forms as in the table below.
Table (34): Graduation of Ordinal Number.
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Scale |Infused |Infused Forms inSeparate Forms inSeparate Forms in English
Forms English English
in Arabic
High Js¥IThe first ¥ Jslthe first part/the earlier stage
Mid The second
Low YIThe last ¢4 JAIThe final part of

The Qur’an uses the scale of al-’Akhirata (the hereafter) and al-Ola (worldly life) in a verse that

reads:

Table (35): Graduation of Sequence via Lexical Forms.

(79:25) 39133581 O i 532
Then Allah took him away with the torture of the Hereafter and the first (life). (Ghali, 99:25).
This can be expressed lexically via the forms below.

Scale Infused Forms in Infused Forms in Separate Forms in  [Separate Forms in
Arabic English IArabic English
High 4JadlThe start/ the Y &/ 530 JslAL first/the very
beginning beginning of

Mid L IThe middle i il /&aall Caatia- At an equal distance
from the extremities of
something

Low 4ledliThe end <illadll LledAL the end, when all is
said and done

Imprecise Reckoning of Number
Graduating imprecise numbers can be realized lexically, morphologically, and grammatically as
illustrated in the sections below.
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Lexical Forms
Table (36): Graduation of Imprecise Number via Lexical Forms.

Scale Infused Infused Forms in English Separate |Separate Forms in English
Forms in ]
Arabic Forms in
Arabic
High /8 s/ siSMany/numerous/several/myriad oS 2acll arge number/extremely great number of
IS 8T
Mid Enough/okay 4 b YAl right
Sl
Low w=Handful/few 22clA limited number of
BRUAPIES
Qe
RREWY

Imprecise reckoning of number can be realized metaphorically vis lexemes as in the expression
‘chayd min fayd’. Literally, this expression means one small part of a much larger part.

Functionally, it means the tip of the iceberg.

Age: Morphological Forms
Scaling age can be realized via the comparative and superlative forms as in the table below.

Table (37): Graduation of Age via Comparative and Superlative Forms.

Scale Infused Infused Form in English [Separate Separate Forms  in
. . . . English
Forms in Arabic Forms in Arabic
High _Slolder- Al uadd e 354 meHaving a greater age than
. someone else
=S¥ the oldest
the elder
the eldest
Mid <_iliPeer 8aa g Cpua (/) B JiLedOF the same age
salliCounterpart
o Al
Low ==alYounger O O e JE 4dHalf someone’s age
_aYlthe youngest
less than

75


https://www.eajournals.org/

European Journal of English Language and Literature Studies, 13 (2), 53-91, 2025
Print 1ISSN: 2055-0138(Print)
Online ISSN: 2055-0146(Online)

Website: https://www.eajournals.org/

Publication of the European Centre for Research Training and Development-UK

Age Sets

An age set means a social category or group, consisting of people of similar age, who have a
common identity, maintain close ties over a prolonged period, and together pass through a series
of age-related statuses. Age-sets can be graduated as in the table below.

Table (38): Graduation of Age Sets.

Scale Infused Form injinfused Form inSeparate Form inSeparate Form in English
Arabic English IArabic
High JWiThe old o) ,LS0Id people
csiealiSeniors sl 8 3634 advanced in age
The elderly
Mid <LilIThe youth eall Cuatia [Middle age
Low JwallThe young 'Young people

Grammatical Forms

Imprecise reckoning of number can be realized grammatically. It includes the plural demonstrative
and relative pronouns. Moreover, there are specific grammatical formulations in the sections
below.

kinayatu al’'adad (Indefinite Numbers)
These are linguistic forms which refer to imprecise numbers. They can be graduated as
demonstrated in the table below.

Table (39): Grammatical Forms & the Graduation of Imprecise Number.

Scale Infused Infused FormsiSeparate  [Separate Forms in English
Forms iniin English Forms in
IArabic IArabic
High How many ...? S YHow many...?
sls
JRe
Mid —a3Some b3 -0e sSImore than
(7)) e
Low (3-%) =iSome: 4-¥ e Jedy unspecified number between 3 and 9
_ Junspecified
Shumber Vl-such and such
between 3 and 9 Giving a course of lectures on such and such a topic.
Such and such
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“kadha” refers to number one and “bid 'u” refers to numbers from 3 up to 9.

Collective Nouns

Collective nouns refer to a group of people, animals, or things (AARTS et al., 2014, p. 70).
Collective nouns can indicate both the high and low ends of the scale. Collective nouns refer to a
collection of things taken as a whole. The high end can be realized by words as in the table below.

Table (40): Graduation of Imprecise Number via Collective Nouns.

Scale Infused Forms/infused Forms in English [Separate  Forms  inSeparate Forms in English
in Arabic Arabic
High 23aCrowd ol (e e aealA number of people
G [team Cme S e de seadA group of players
al4Convoy 5l ol Sl Jadl (e 4o seadA group of camels, ships/vehicles
S sqProcession QL}SJA\A number of people
4 _aDenomination/group o J-‘QA number of birds
< _Flock ol o rmwA large number of cattle and
wsherd il 5 4l (e de sanasheep.
2
Mid
Low 4. ,4Band CshE A3 4A handful of people
uaxisome Unspecified number
3 AIndividually One by one
BEBC
Time

There are general words which indicate time. These words can be graduated from high to low or
vice versa. Time duration can be imprecise or precise. Imprecise infused forms include ‘zaman’,
wagqt’ ‘hin’, and “’awan’. These could be translated into time, period, and a while respectively. The
table below shows how time is graduated.

2 The use of such forms depends on the context in which they are used. For example, the term ‘farig’ can refer to a
team of eleven players or a huge number of persons. So, the word itself may be a higher or a lower scale depending
on the context.
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Table (41): Graduation of Time Terms

Scale |Infused Infused Form inSeparate Form inSeparate Form in English
Form inEnglish Arabic
Arabic
High a3Time Jisk = )A long period of time-
aa | A e s
Mid
Low igiaAwhile 8 e 4aalFor a short time
ALd _mal 8 9A ittle while
a3l e S8

Precise Reckoning of Time
Graduating precise reckoning of time takes many forms. Gradeability can be realized by forms of
daytime, nighttime, hour units, year, decade and century. In the sections below, there is a detailed

discussion of how these forms are graduated.

Table (42): Graduation of Daytime Forms.

Scale Infused Infused Forms in English Separate  Forms  in|Separate Forms in English
Forms in IArabic
Arabic
High dsyuaMorning i) JsiThe beginning of the day
>=Forenoon The early part of the day
a.m. In the morning
Before noon
Mid s_xNoon Ul caaiiqThe middle of the day
Midday I eh e 406l 2eLul12 o’clock in the daytime
/At noon
Low «LdEvening U alat the end of the day (sunset,
L evening, twilight, midnight).
dicleve
IAfter midday
p.m.

Daytime is graduated into three parts: dawn, noon, and evening as in the verse that reads:
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Gsaiai (pas LAl o)mdﬁw u\)Ag_:)ueS.m(J;“ \ﬂugwﬂ\,@m\uﬁ‘wﬂ\ (,smms ) shal Sl @l
Gl::?&a:_\?s.\lcu)a\jk L)Aiuch:?g_ﬂs Y)?S.\h:u-ul ?Sl&_a\‘)}c ux‘ﬂa)uamwja)@\we&u
(24:85) ASa ade i 3* oY) &80 2 u.u.adhscu'ai}
O you who have believed, let the ones your right hands possess and the ones of you who have not
reached puberty and permission of you three times: right before the dawn prayer, and (the time)
while you lay aside your clothes during midday, and right after the eventide prayer -three privacies
for you. It is no fault in you or them, after these (times), that you go about one to the other. Thus,
Allah makes evident to you the ’ayat, and Allah is Ever-Knowing, Ever-Wise. (Ghali, 24:58).
In the verse above, daytime is graduated into three distinct periods of time as follows: ‘al-Fajr’
(dawn), ‘az-Zahirah’ (the noon), and ‘al-‘Isha’ (the evening). Metaphorically, the Qur’an
graduates daytime via separated forms. This form conveys two ends of daytime as in the verse that
reads:

(11:114) G SR 523 S ALl Giads il §)° il G Ul 5 gl 3ol 8312l 5
And keep up the prayer at the two extremities of the daytime and in the early reaches of the night.
Surely the fair deeds will put away the odious deeds. That is a Reminding to the mindful. (Ghali,
11:114).

Here, the underlined word ‘tarafy’ means the morning and the evening of the day. According to
At-Tabary (1994, p. 317), tarafy’ means both the dawn prayer and the sunset prayer. Therefore, it
combines both the high and low end of the scale of daytime. In the same vein, the high end of the
scale of daytime is realized metaphorically via the form “wajh” (i.e., face). The underlined
expression “Wajh an-Nahar” means the first part of the day. The verse reads:

(3:72) sk aalad 85T 155805 gl A ) il u;ﬂ\ésd}\&jh\)u\uuﬁ\dMuﬁmUau}u}
And a section of the population of the Book said, “Believe in that which has been sent down upon
the ones who have believed in the early part of the daytime and disbelieve at the last part of it, that
possibly they would return. (Ghali, 3:72).

Graduation of Nighttime Forms

The term ‘al-layl’ (nighttime) is an infused form which is analogous to ‘waqtu al- ‘atamah’ (the
time of darkness). Similarly, ‘Nighttime’ is an infused form in English which is analogous to the
time of darkness. The table below shows how nighttime is graduated.

79


https://www.eajournals.org/

European Journal of English Language and Literature Studies, 13 (2), 53-91, 2025

Print ISSN: 2055-0138(Print)

Online ISSN: 2055-0146(Online)

Website: https://www.eajournals.org/

Publication of the European Centre for Research Training and Development-UK

Table (43): Graduation of Nighttime Forms.

Scale Infused Forms in  |Infused Form in English |Separate Separate Forms in English
Arabic
Forms in Arabic
High G~&Dusk Jd JsiThe early evening
aadTwilight <5 _sll 24 4at the beginning of night
dsicDarkness 22Ul Ll fthe sunset
Mid Midnight dlll g
Low s~~Dawn Jalll LaTAL the early hours
s>3Aurora Small hours
et & smFarly dawn
Late-night

Gradeability of the Hour Units

Table (44): Graduation of Hour Units.

Scale Infused Forms infinfused Forms inSeparate Forms inSeparate Formsin English
Arabic English Arabic

High 4eL4An hour A8 o siusixty minutes

Mid dadyMinute 36 o siasixty seconds.

Low 4u3Second 415 11000 [One thousand milliseconds

Day-Year Gradeability

Table (45): Graduation of the Day and Year Forms.

Scale Infused Infused Formin English ~ [Separate Form inSeparate Form in English
Form in Arabic
/Arabic
High alelYear Iyed e W) twelve months/the period of 365/366
e .. .gJdays.
sty Aly/Asad  Aha D
s
Mid s&dMonth L2 0 5820thirty days
Low o5 - swlWeek a4l adWeek
Day delu gsbe 5 &l seven days
Twenty-four hours.
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Decade-Century Gradeability
Table (46): Graduation of Decade and Century Forms.

Scale |Infused |Infused |Separate|Separate Form in English

Forms inForms inForms in

Arabic |English  |Arabic
High LdiMillennium|  sle 24A period of one hundred years

o ACentury A period of one thousand years
Mid wacDecade  |[@lsiw ydeften years.
decennary
Low odsBiennium Two years
oAl ustrum
il g

Graduation of Time via Prepositions
Precise reckoning of time can be realized via the two prepositional phrases “min” (from) and
“ila” (to) as demonstrated below.

Table (47): Forms of Precise Reckoning.

Scale Infused Formg Infused Forms in English Separate forms inSeparate Forms in English
in Arabic Arabic
Low 4From ... U elaistarting time
starting at
Mid During Al o pme  AIn the meantime,
LY o2 A
Sl S
High SITo - +¢SIEnding with
Till
Until
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Extent

According to the Oxford Dictionary of Current English (p.306), extent means a space over which
a thing expands. The form ‘extent’ is synonymous with range, scope, and degree. It covers both
scope and proximity.

Scope in Time
The table below shows how scope in time can be graduated lexically.

Table (48): Graduation of Scope in Time.
Scale |Infused |Infused Forms in English [Separate Forms inSeparate = Forms in

Forms in Arabic English
Arabic
High &lidincessant Liaxy la/auan S/adContinuing without
JsdContinual interruption
Infiltrated
Mid chiidIntermittent AV ol (AL times
LlsiSometimes s A5 4l suFrom time to time

Discontinuous

Low ahiiqCeased Bring/come to an end
a8 siqDisconnected Lacking logical sequence
Interrupted Lacking continuity

Moreover, scope in time can be realized via the following modifiers.

Table (49): Some Gradable Forms of Scope in Time.

Scale Infused Forms inlinfused Forms inSeparate FormsSeparate Forms
Arabic English in Arabic in English
High ~I3Eternal 4l 4¢3 ¥ WWwithout end
(S Lasting forever
gxlimmortal
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Mid < sqaTemporary For a short period
. e of time
Interim 4853 ) gy
Low OYEphemeral nad 8 JFor a short time
Ji1 3Short-lived

Also, scope in time can be realized via adjectives acting as adverbs of time as in the table below.

Table (50): Graduation of Scope in Time via Adverbs of Time.

Scale |Infused |Infused Formsin EnglishSeparate Forms inSeparate  Forms in

Forms in Arabic English

Arabic
High OYINow »alall ¢ ithe present moment
Mid SlNext Al ¢ 24 LUlICOming after the present

one.
Low By ater &Y Cd 5 A3t some time,
Jaiiwall 8 after a given time.
2y Lo

Grammatically, scope in time can be graduated by the adverbs of time below.

Table (51): Graduation of Scope in Time via Adverbs of Time.

Scale |Infused Formsinfused Forms inSeparate forms inSeparate Formsin English
in Arabic English Arabic

High Jd4Before Ol g A axsiFarlier than,
During a period of time
preceding a particular time

Mid oYINow »alall 23 dIThe present time

Low A fter O&all/cd gl b aldlin the time following an
event or another period of
time

In addition, Chronological succession can be realized grammatically via forms as in the table

below.
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Table (52): Graduation of Chronological Succession via Grammatical Forms.

Scale |Infused formslinfused Forms inSeparate Forms inSeparate Forms in English

in Arabic English Arabic
High AiThen 0l (e Agle 223AL A later time
Afterwards O 22
Low Almmediately 4¢le ¢ s4Without any intervening time
/At once
Instantly

The conjunctions in the table above are analogous to the lexical infused forms in the table below.

Table (53): Graduation of Chronological Succession via Lexical Forms.

Scale Infused forms iniinfused forms inSeparate formsSeparate forms in
Arabic English in Arabic English
High A=lSoon 223 Ll ater on
Afterwards Ui 2
Mid
Low X a3 )ilulmmediately after
P Al Selin the aftermath of

84


https://www.eajournals.org/

European Journal of English Language and Literature Studies, 13 (2), 53-91, 2025

Print ISSN: 2055-0138(Print)
Online ISSN: 2055-0146(Online)

Website: https://www.eajournals.org/

Publication of the European Centre for Research Training and Development-UK

...

Az

After

In the same vein, extent can be realized grammatically via adverbs of frequency.

Table (54): Adverbs of Frequency.

Scale Infused Forms inlinfused forms inSeparate FormsSeparate Forms

Arabic English in Arabic in English
High LalyAlways <5 JS At all times

In all occasions
Mid LlalSometimes Ever and anon
Occasionally
Low ~INever @Y LAt no time
Bl Not ever

Distribution

Scope in time can be graduated regarding distribution as in the table below.

Table (55): Graduating Sco

pe in Time Regarding Distribution in Time.

Scale |Infused Forms inlinfused FormsSeparate Forms inSeparate Forms in
Arabic in English Arabic English
High | B 1Y) a4l ong-term
Long-lasting
Mid
Low Ja¥V/aaY) yua8Short-term
short-lasting

Distribution in Space
Scope regarding distribution in place can be graduated as in the table below.
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Table (56): Graduation of Scope Regarding Distribution in Place.

Scale |Infused Forms in Arabic|infused Forms inSeparate Separate Forms in
English Formsin ArabicEninSh

High eLi\ast <al kY1 I _idExtending Far and wide
& 5 Spacious
< |Far-flung

Mid

Low GxaNarrow /@il 2 a4l imited in extent

sl imited

RREWY

Metaphorically, scope in space can be used for conveying the high end of the scale of generosity
as in “rahib al-ba™ (very generous). Likewise, the high scale of scope in space can be used for
expressing the high end of leniency as in “rahiba as-Sadr” (lenient).

Proximity
Proximity in place can be realized by modifiers as in the table below.
Table (57): Gradable Forms of Proximity.

Scale | Infused Formin | Infused Formin | Separate Formin | Separate Form in
Arabic English Arabic English

High LFar B

1| Distant
Mid -+ -
Low < 8Near

~alidAdjacent

osla4next to

Metaphorically, emotional relationships can be graduated via proximity of space. On one hand, far
distance stands for hatred. On the other hand, near distance stands for intimate relationships. For
example, the modifier “ba’id” (far) is used for expressing hatred and antagonism. The word is
used politely for refraining from mentioning a word of hostility, enmity or antagonism. On the
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contrary, near distance is used for conveying intimacy “qgarib ila qalby” (close to my heart) and
“garib minny” (close to me). Proximity doesn’t necessarily mean near distance. But it can convey
intimacy. Moreover, proximity in space can be realized via the demonstrative system as in the
table below.

Table (58): Graduation of Scope in Place via Adverbs of Place.

Scale Infused Forms in(Infused Forms in [Separate Forms in [Separate Forms in
Arabic English Arabic English
High dlaThere Ol 3 AAL/to this place
&
Mid
Low LaHere Ol s aAt/to that place

Similarly, space can be graduated via demonstrative pronouns as in the table below.

Table (59): Graduation of Space via the Demonstrative System.

Scale |Infused Form iniinfused Form  inSeparate FormSeparate Form in
Arabic English in Arabic English

High Glil 5f/aSL/2S1y/ell/ U3 T hat/those - The person/thing
further away from the
Speaker

Mid -+ - -

Low Y s/s2a/138This/these - The person/thing
close at hand

Diminutive Forms
A diminutive form can be used for graduating scope in space. Also, it indicates getting closer in
space.
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Table: (60): Graduation of Scope in Space via Diminutive Forms.

Scale Infused Form inlinfused Form inSeparate Form inSeparate Form in
Arabic English Arabic English
Low L laa cu Almmediately
d adjacent to
A

The high end of the scale is realized by ordinary forms such as ‘far’ and ‘distant’.

Proximity in Time
Proximity in time can be realized grammatically by “‘as-sin’” and ‘‘sawfa’’. As-sin is used for the
near future while sawfa indicates distant future. On the one hand, ‘sawfa’ can be a form of the high
scale because it indicates a distant future. On the other hand, ‘as-sin’ indicates near future;
therefore, it is a means of the low-end of the scale.

Table (61): Graduation of Scope in Time via Grammatical Forms.

Scale |(Infused form inlinfused Form inSeparate Form inSeparate form in
Arabic English Arabic English
High cdIWill w8l Jwidl AIn the near future
Soon In a short period
Low s Will 2l Jisidl AIn the distant future
Also, proximity in time can be realized via modifiers as demonstrated in the following table.
Table (62): Graduation of the Forms of Proximity.
Scale |Infused Form inlInfused Form inSeparate Form inSeparate Form in
Arabic English Arabic English
High <waRecent 4 53 (RlGarden-fresh
z 4= [Fresh Newly harvested
EasdNew Not stale
Mid
Low o>IStale aa3l /¢y slll/a=kall 23Change in the color,
. taste, and odor
a8 Rotten
<iySpoiled
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Diminutive Forms
The low end of the scale of time can be realized by the diminutive form as in the table below.
Table (63): Graduation of Scope in Time via Diminutive Forms.

Scale Infused Form in|infused Form inSeparate FormSeparate form in
Arabic English in Arabic English
Low L/ 3 Immediately
before/immediately after

CONCLUSION

The present study provides a detailed discussion of the linguistic phenomenon of quantification.
Quantification is the second source of gradeability by force. It graduates both abstract and concrete
entities. As has been demonstrated above, it has two main categories: amount and extent. The
paper delves into the lexical, grammatical, and morphological features of these categories. Under
the scale of amount, the study tackles the sub-categories of size, weight, strength and number.
Under the scale of extent, it covers scope and proximity. Each scale of the sub-categories can be
realized by precise and imprecise forms. On the one hand, precise forms convey the meaning of
definite amount and extent. On the other hand, imprecise forms convey the meaning of an
indefinite amount or extent.

Size is an intrinsic feature of gradeability which usually refers to things having mass, length, width,
and depth of height. They can be realized via diminutive forms, nominal forms, and lexical forms.
Number, in a grammatical sense, is mainly the distinction between the singular and plural words.
It can be realized grammatically and lexically via the plural, dual and singular forms. It can be
realized grammatically via the one-time form, personal pronouns and the demonstrative pronouns.
Furthermore, precise numbers can be realized by relative pronouns in the singular and dual cases.
Relative pronouns can be graduated from the perspective of number. Also, ordinal numbers can
be a means of gradeability because they indicate precedence. Therefore, these numbers indicate
priority in importance, order, or rank. Lexically, it is equivalent to extent in time as the latter, the
former, the precedent. Contrary to precise number, graduating imprecise numbers can be realized
lexically, morphologically, and grammatically. This includes the plural forms of the demonstrative
and relative pronouns. Moreover, there are specific grammatical formulations such as kinayatu
al ‘adad (indefinite numbers) and collective nouns. Collective nouns refer to a group of people,
animals, or things. Collective nouns can indicate both the high and low ends of the scale. They are
words that refer to a collection of things taken as a whole. There are general words which indicate
time. These words can be graduated from high to low or vice versa. Time duration can be imprecise
or precise. Imprecise infused forms include ‘zaman’, waqt’ ‘hin’, and “’awan’. These could be
translated into ‘time, period, and a while’ respectively.

89


https://www.eajournals.org/

European Journal of English Language and Literature Studies, 13 (2), 53-91, 2025
Print 1ISSN: 2055-0138(Print)
Online ISSN: 2055-0146(Online)

Website: https://www.eajournals.org/

Publication of the European Centre for Research Training and Development-UK

As for extent, it is synonymous with range, scope, and degree. It covers scope and proximity in
time and place. Scope in time can be graduated lexically via adjectives acting as adverbs of time.
In the same vein, extent can be realized grammatically via the adverbs of frequency. Scope
regarding distribution in place can be realized by modifiers. Similarly, space can be graduated via
demonstrative pronouns and diminutive forms. As for proximity in time, it can be realized
grammatically by “‘as-sin’’ and “‘sawfa’’. As-sin is used for the near future while sawfa is used
for distant future. On the one hand, ‘sawfa’ can be a form of high scale because it indicates distant
future. On the other hand, ‘as-sin’ indicates near future; therefore, it is a means of the low-end of
the scale. Also, proximity in place can be realized via diminutive forms and modifiers.
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" In English, freshwater bodies can be graduated as follows:
- High scale: river.
- Mid-scale: stream.
- Low scale: Creek and Brook.
' Graduating these forms in terms of depth runs as follows:
- High scale of depth: a well because it is much deeper. It comes from an underground.
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- Low scale: spring water because its source comes from an above-ground source.
i According to the USGS, up until the 1920s, the British Ordnance Survey defined a mountain as
a geographic feature rising higher than 1,000 feet (304 meters.). A minimum height of just over
2,000 feet. A hill is less than 2,000 feet high according to Matt Rosenberg.
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