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Abstract: This study compares the roles of official and indigenous languages in Nigeria for
proper dissemination of information on climate change. Questionnaire was used for data
collection. A total of 130 questionnaires were distributed to civil servants in Ibaji Local
Government Council of Kogi State, Nigeria to seek their opinions on the proper information flow
on climate change in the country through official or indigenous languages. Out of 130
guestionnaires distributed, 125 of them were completed and returned. A quantitative analysis
was adopted to compare the roles of official and indigenous languages in Nigeria for proper
dissemination of information on climate change based on the returned questionnaires from our
respondents. The result show that although both official and indigenous languages in Nigeria
play significant roles in proper dissemination of information on climate change, people prefer
information disseminated to them in their native language(s) to the one giving to them in the
official language (English). It is also discovered that most people at the grassroots, especially
theilliterates, are yet to be properly informed about the implications and management of climate
change and this is due to lack of proper awareness through their indigenous language(s).
Dissemination of information on human and environmental challenges such as climate change
should, therefore, be done in the indigenous language(s) of the people.
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INTRODUCTION

Human activities, over centuries, had released stildreleasing a large volume of carbon
dioxide and other greenhouse gases such as buossigfuels into the atmosphere. Greenhouse
gases coming out from burning fossil fuels to peeaenergy have caused more harm than good
to human environment although deforestation, imtalstprocesses and some agricultural
activities also release gases into the atmosphNR€( 2010; USGCRP, 2009).
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Greenhouse gases coming out fromlfagals into the atmosphere

Apart from human activities, however, changes i $hin’s intensity have influenced Earth’s
climate in the past. This means that changes ithBaorbit had affected climate thousands of
years ago. Earth has experienced long periodsldftemperatures (ice ages) as well as shorter
interglacial periods (periods between ice agesjetdtively warmer temperatures (USGCRP,
2009; UNEP/WMO, 2011)

The effect oh&ienergy on the Earth in the past

Any significant change in the measures of clima#tihg for an extended period of time is,
therefore, known as climate change (NRC, 2002).

The most pressing environmental question the Werfdcing today is climate change or global
warming. Changes in climate have significant imgdiiens on present lives, on future
generations and on ecosystem which we rely on fbviag. In the SubSaharan Africa, for
instance, Tarhule (2005) observes that climate gdamas over the years contributed to the
economic declines of countries in this region. dan lback 1984, the World Bank produced an
index comparing trends in per capita food producfiom 1961-1983 for SubSaharan Africa,
Latin America and Asia, and the result showed thate was a persistent negative trend for
SubSaharan Africa in sharp contrast to upward sendhe other regions (Tarhule, 2005). The
impacts of climate variability on the World econgnegpecially SubSaharan African counties
were discussed in Berg (1975), Benson (1994), Beds€&lay (1998), Jury (2002) and World
Bank (1991).

The enormity of the challenges ahead (climate bdityy) should be appreciated by everybody:
old or young, man or woman, literate or illiteréf@rthermore, the cornerstone in the enthusiasm
and/or ability to respond to the challenges posedlimate change is you and the people inform
(McGlade, 2009). This means that information digsation on our environmental challenges
such as climate change is a responsibility of dwedly.
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Information dissemination is a process of passingege or pieces of information from one
person to another person or from one group of @etmpanother group of people. Tarhule (2005)
says that information flow is a two-way process.hlim, many existing arrangements for climate
information dissemination appear to be linear amditectional. While much effort is directed to
getting information to stakeholders and users gspdigr less priority is attached to receiving
feedbacks that might improve upon both the quatifythe information as well as the
dissemination process.

Lack of proper information dissemination, therefaseghe major problem limiting against proper
management of human environment. A good numbeeople are yet to be aware of causes and
effects of climate change because of lack of prap&rmation dissemination. For more
discussion on proper information flow on climateashe, see Tarhule & Lamb (2003),
Garbrecht et al. (2005), Roncoli et al. (2002),sKgn & Flitcroft (2000) and Ingram et al.
(2002).

The roles of official (English) and indigenous laages in proper dissemination of information
on climate change in Nigeria is, therefore, theufoof this study. The English language has been
and still playing official roles in Nigeria; it iwvidely used in Nigeria by Nigerians in almost all
spheres of the country’s scheme of things irrespeadf over four hundred and fifty (450) native
languages in Nigeria (Bamgbose, 1971 & 1991). Ik{@@l2) notes that fear of domination has
been and still the major reason why Nigeria has aimtsen an indigenous language as her
official language up till now, and this continuesgive English an official status in Nigeria. The
general question remains whether information i¢ 8sseminated and understood by the people
in a language alien to them or in the language wthey call theirs.

Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to compare the rofesfwial and indigenous languages in
Nigeria for proper dissemination of information dimate change. Specifically, the study will:
0] show if causes of climate change can be best comeated to the people through
English or indigenous languages in Nigeria
(i) show if English is the best means of informing Miges about the implications of
climate change or their indigenous languages
(i)  compare the importance of English and indigenonguages in Nigeria for proper
dissemination of information on climate change.
Resear ch Questions
To achieve the set objectives of this study, thBofiong research questions are
imperative:
0] To what extent can we say that English has an edge indigenous languages in
proper information dissemination on the causediofate change in Nigeria?
(i) What roles can English play in proper disseminatbimformation on implications
of climate change that indigenous languages cgriagtin Nigeria?
(i)  To what extent can it be proved that English id lbeged to inform the people about
how climate change can be managed than indigeaogsidges in Nigeria?
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METHODLOGY

A total of 130 civil servants were selected as sctigj for this study (65 males and 65 females).
This was to give equal opportunity to both gend&rse respondents were all workers of Ibaji
Local Government Council of Kogi State, Nigeria.dMe choice of this particular Council was
born out of the fact that most civil servants iis trea also do one type of farming or the other to
augment their monthly salaries. Furthermore, thresggeak both English and their mother tongue
(s), and this make them stand a better chanceriofjaheir views on the roles of official and
indigenous languages in Nigeria for proper dissation of information on climate change. The
study used questionnaire as an instrument forcdlaction. A total of 130 questionnaires were
distributed to our respondents within two (2) weeaksl a total of 125 completed questionnaires
were returned after two (2) months. The data gathétom our respondents were presented in
three (3) comparative tables and analysed quawmétat

Results
The results of the data gathered from our respdsdénough the questionnaires distributed to
them are presented and analysed quantitativelyenables below:

Table 1. Comparing the roles of official and indigenous languages in Nigeria for proper
dissemination of information on the causes of climate change: Analysis of results from
section B of the questionnaire.

(A: Agree, SA: Strongly Agree, DA: Disagree, SDrdsigly Disagree).

(N-125)
A SA DA SD
i. Information can be properly disseminated on [th@0 15 65 25

causes of climate change through both English |d&®% | 12% |52% |20%
indigenous languages in Nigeria.

ii. Some terminologies on climate change can bé |beg5 30 15 5
understood by me when explained in my mothéd% |24% |12% |4%
tongue than in English.

iii. 1 prefer English to my mother tongue when| it35 10 42 38
comes to issues of environmental challenges sucl?8% | 8% 33.6% | 30.4%
climate change.

iv. It may be difficult for those who are not lisge to| 45 70 9 1

understand causes of climate change when clim@® |56% |7.2% |0.8%
change information is disseminated to them| in
English.

v. Through English, | learnt that burning fossielsi| 55 40 22 8
into the atmosphere, deforestation, industrial esses 44% | 32% | 17.6% | 6.4%
and other human activities can cause climate

variability.

vi. Nobody has ever explained to me in my mother0 75 10 0
tongue the causes of climate change. 32% | 60% |8% 0.0%
vii. People at the grassroots need proper infoomati 49 51 15 10

dissemination on environmental challenges throug®.2% | 40.8% | 12% | 8%
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their indigenous language(s) and not through| an
official language such as English.

Table 2: A comparative analysis of the results freaction C of the questionnaire on the
language that can best be used in Nigeria for prdpsemination of information on the
implications of climate change (OL: Official Langy& IL: Indigenous Language, BT: Both
of Them)

(N-125)
oL IL BT
i. Climate change can lead to shortage of rainfafid this| 15 70 40
affects agricultural activities in Nigeria. 12% |56% |32%
ii. Livestock are also affected by climate changeduse the 27 65 33
weather becomes unconducive for them. 21.6% | 52% | 26.4%
iii. Climate change can result to essence of rdinfaich can| 30 55 40

further lead to flood disaster, and when therdded disaster| 24% 44% 32%
lives and properties are at stake.

vi. Soil encroachment occurs as a result of climatgability 35 50 40
and this poses threat to human environment. 28% |40% | 32%
v. changes in atmospheric condition influence wa¢siources 34 51 40
negatively and this make Man vulnerable to watf¥ations. 27.2% | 40.8% | 32%
vi. Coastal zones and marine ecosystems espeailahg the, 15 65 45
Niger Delta can be affected by climate variability. 12% | 52% | 36%
vii. Nigerian economy is also vulnerable to climatange. 25 70 30

20% | 56% | 24%

Table3: A comparative analysis of the results freaetion D of the questionnaire on the
language that can best be used for proper dissgonnaf information on climate
management in Nigeria.

(N-125)

OL IL BT
i. Proper management of climate variability is polesmainly| 30 60 35
through proper awareness 24% | 48% | 28%
ii. Planting of trees in our environment reduces #sicourge of 31 59 35
the sun’s intensity on Earth (soll). 24.8% | 47.2% | 28%
iii. Constructions of water channels such as dagdsice flood 28 60 37
disaster. 22.4% | 48% | 29.6%
iv. Fossil fuels burning into the atmosphere asesult of| 32 57 36
industrial activities can be controlled throughgeo channeling 25.6% | 45.6% | 28.8%
of the burning fossil.
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v. With irrigation, the effects of drought on agitiral 31 58 36
activities can be minimized. 24.8% | 46.4% | 28.8%
vi. The vulnerability of Man to water infections asresult off 30 61 34

the influence of climate change on our water resesiican be 24% | 48.8% | 27.2%
properly managed through regular and adequate nestomn.

DISCUSSION

The demographic backgrounds of the respondentseshtvat 63 representing 50.4% of the total
number of the respondents (125) were males whileep&senting 49.6% of them were females.
36% of the respondents aged between 25-35 yed¥s,0568hem aged between 35-45 years and
8% of the respondents aged above 45 years. Theéahstatus of the respondents showed that
out of 125 respondents, 56% of them were marrieitewlid % of them were single.

All the respondents were civil servants (i.e. 1008) 68% of them indicated that farming was
their hubby. It was indicated by 95% of the respand that they have only heard of climate
change through the English language. 85% of th@oredents are Igala and this is not surprising
because the area of study covers one part (IbagjalLGovernment Council) of Igala speaking
communities of Kogi State.

The roles of official and indigenous languages igdxia proper dissemination of information on
the causes of climate change were compared in thblEhe result showed that indigenous
languages are best used to disseminate propematfmn on the causes of climate change to the
people. 60% of the respondents, for instance, dgies some terminologies on climate change
can be best understood by them when explainedm tihetheir indigenous language. Also,
39.2% of the respondents agreed and 40.8% of themgty agreed that people at the grassroots
can properly informed through their indigenous lzaxge the causes of climate variability, while
only 12% of disagreed and 8% strongly disagredgtidbclaim.

In table 2, the roles of official and indigenousdaages in Nigeria for proper dissemination of
information on the implications of climate changerescompared. The result showed that even
though English plays significant roles on climabarge information dissemination in Nigeria,
people still prefer information disseminated tonthim their indigenous language(s). 56% of the
respondents, for instance, indicated that the &ffetcclimate change on agricultural activities in
Nigeria can best be communicated to the peopledin indigenous language, while only 32% of
them said that both official and indigenous langsaign Nigeria can perform equal roles on this
ground.

Climate change can be properly managed if the peapé properly educated through the
language(s) native to them. The result of the nedpots’ opinions on climate change
management presented in table 3 showed that inoligelanguages can best be used to inform
the people on how to take care of environmentall@hges. 60 representing 48% of the total
number (125) of the respondents, for instancecatdd that proper management of the effects of
climate variability can best be communicated to pleeple in their indigenous languages, but
24% of them said English is best used. However, 28%e respondents indicated that both
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official and indigenous languages in Nigeria camnfqgren equal roles on climate change
management.

On the whole, climate change scourge is seriousstipg enormity to humanity and a lot of
people are yet to be informed on this pressingrenmental challenge. MaGlade (2009) says
that the challenges posed by climate variabilitiem and his environment can be minimized by
you and the people you inform. In Nigeria, for arste, many people, especially those who are
uneducated and reside in rural areas, are yet podperly informed about climate change and its
implication on humanity. Proper dissemination dbmmation through indigenous languages in
Nigeria on climate change, therefore, is a presisisige.

CONCLUSION

This study has compared the roles of official amdigenous languages in Nigeria for proper
dissemination of information on climate change. Qioanaire was used to elicit information
from 130 subjects although a total of 125 respotsderturned their completed questionnaire. A
guantitative analysis of the information got fronr sespondents showed that information on the
causes, implications and management of climategghanNigeria can properly be disseminated
to the people through their indigenous languagésoagh the country’s official language
(English) has its own significant roles to play, the other hand. Dissemination of information
on climate change in Nigeria, especially to tho$®are illiterate, should be done in indigenous
languages rather than official language so that ti# be properly aware of the vulnerability of
Man to this environmental scourge and know how &mage it.
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Appendix

Questionnaire

Section A: Demographic Data

Tick (\) appropriately

(a) Sex: Male[ ] Fema ]

(b) Age: 25-3T1 35-4 1 Othd ]

(c) Marital Status: Married_]  Sing—]

(d) Occupation: Civil Servarl__]  Farmi__] Others[]
(e) Hubby: Readinl_—]  Farmi__] Oth—]

(f) Education: Primar.T_] Second{"_] rtibey[ |

(g9) Have you ever heard of climate change? 3 No [_]
(h) If yes, through what means? T Ra[] Other{]
(i) In what language? Englii_]  Mother Ton[_} Otherd _]
(i) What is your mother tongue? Igd_1  @sh_]
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Section B: The roles of official and indigenousdaages in Nigeria for proper dissemination of
information on the causes of climate change. (Biggropriatelw A:
Agree, SA: Strongly Agree, DA: Disagree, SD: Stigrigisagree)

A SA DA SD

i. Information can be properly disseminated on |the
causes of climate change through both English|and
indigenous languages in Nigeria.

ii. Some terminologies on climate change can be bes
understood by me when explained in my mother
tongue than in English.

iii. 1 prefer English to my mother tongue whenj it
comes to issues of environmental challenges such as
climate change.

iv. It may be difficult for those who are not ligde to
understand causes of climate change when climate
change information is disseminated to them| in
English.

v. Through English, I learnt that burning fossielsi
into the atmosphere, deforestation, industrial esses
and other human activites can cause climate
variability.

vi. Nobody has ever explained to me in my mother
tongue the causes of climate change.

vii. People at the grassroots need proper infoomati
dissemination on environmental challenges through
their indigenous language(s) and not through| an
official language such as English.

Section C: The roles of official and indigenousgaages in Nigeria for proper dissemination of
information on the implications of climate changick \ appropriately the language that can
best be used to disseminate information propertiie¢geople on the effects of climate change as
enumerated in the table below; OL: Official Langeat.-: Indigenous Language, BT: Both of
Them).

OL IL BT

i. Climate change can lead to shortage of rainfafid this
affects agricultural activities in Nigeria.

ii. Livestock are also affected by climate changeduse the
weather becomes unconducive for them.

D

iii. Climate change can result to essence of rdinfhich can
further lead to flood disaster, and when therdded disaster
lives and properties are at stake.

vi. Soil encroachment occurs as a result of climetgability
and this poses threat to human environment.
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v. changes in atmospheric condition influence wagsources
negatively and this make Man vulnerable to watégdtions.

vi. Coastal zones and marine ecosystems espediahg the
Niger Delta can be affected by climate variability.

vii. Nigerian economy is also vulnerable to climabange.

Section D: The roles of official and indigenousdaages for proper information flow on proper
management of climate change in Nigeria. (Whiclglemge do you think can best be used to
inform the people on proper management of climhgnge in Nigeria? Tick appropriately OL,

IL or BT)

OL IL BT

i. Proper management of climate variability is polesmainly
through proper awareness

ii. Planting of trees in our environment reduces sicourge of
the sun’s intensity on Earth (soll).

iii. Constructions of water channels such as dasdsice flood
disaster.

iv. Fossil fuels burning into the atmosphere asesult of
industrial activities can be controlled throughgeo channeling
of the burning fossil.

v. With irrigation, the effects of drought on agitiral
activities can be minimized.

vi. The vulnerability of Man to water infections asresult of
the influence of climate change on our water resesiican be
properly managed through regular and adequate netomn.

Email addresseszymba@yahoo.co.uk; ayegbamonday @yahoo.com
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