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ABSTRACT

The study aims to describe translation shifts in Al-Haloul’s Arabic translation of Hemingway’s
“Big Two-Hearted River” using Leuven-Zwart’s comparative-descriptive model. The main
objective of the study is to identify the types and frequencies of shifts in the microstructural
elements of the target text. In addition, the study examines the factors and constraints that give
rise to the shifts. The study also describes the consequences of the consistent usage of specific
types of shifts on the macrostructure of the target text. The final objective of the study is to
examine the appropriateness of Leuven-Zwart's model for describing the shifts utilized by the
translator to render a narrative text from English into Arabic. For the purpose of the study, the
researcher follows a descriptive analysis methodology to analyze 27 passages extracted from
Hemingway’s short story “Big TwoHearted River” and their Arabic translations. The findings
of the study revealed that all Leuven-Zwart’s types of translation shifts were identified with
modification shifts as the most frequent types of shifts while mutation shifts were the least
frequent ones. Syntactic modification, in terms of thematic meaning, explicitation, and function
words, had the highest frequency. The researcher came to the conclusion that translation shifts
were not only an appropriate solution to translation problems resulting from the discrepancy
between the SL and the TL, but were also motivated by linguistic, cultural and psycholinguistic
factors. It was also concluded that the translator aimed at making the text more comprehensible,
explicit, and coherent for the target readership. The researcher finally emphasizes the
importance of including the study of translation shifts and their macro effects in translation
curriculum.

KEYWORDS: Translation Shifts, Arabic Translation, Big Two-Hearted River, Leuven-
Zwart’s Model
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CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
Background of the study

Shifts in translation are indispensable decisions made by a translator as a means of overcoming
translation problems (Toury, 1995). Scholars, such as Catford, developed models for the
assessment of translation shifts. The “most detailed attempt to produce and apply a model of
shift analysis” was, however, carried out by Leuven-Zwart in 1989 (Munday, 2001, p. 63).
Leuven-Zwart developed a method for the establishment and description of translation shifts
in integral narrative texts. Her method proved applicable to a number of languages including
English. The method developed consists of two components: A comparative and a descriptive
model. The comparative model is designed for the classification of microstructural shifts
within sentences, clauses and phrases. The descriptive model focuses on the effects of
microstructural shifts on the macrostructural level. The present study adopts

Leuven-Zwart’s model for the identification and classification of microstructural shifts and the
effects of the latter on the macrostructural level in the Arabic translation of Hemingway’s short
story: “Big Two-Hearted River”.

Statement of the Problem

Transferring meaning from a source text (ST) into a target text (TT) normally entails different
types of translation shifts. This can be clearly observed when a target-language text (TLT) is
compared with its source-language text (SLT). Based on Leuven-Zwart’s model, Al-Haloul’s
Arabic translation of Hemingway’s “Big Two-Hearted River” (2010) is compared with its ST
for the purpose of identifying translation shifts and classifying them into modulation,
modification and mutation. The common denominator between the ST and the TT transemes
is established in order to identify aspects of disjunction between the transemes, which provide
indications of the factors and constraints leading to their occurrence. The effects of the frequent
identified microstructural shifts on the macrostructural levels of discourse and story are, then,
discussed and categorized into three functions (i.e. textual, interpersonal and ideational)
operating on both levels.

Significance of the Study

The present study attempts to contribute to the field of Arabic translation, particularly
comparative-descriptive translation. Furthermore, it illustrates how translation shifts are
actually effective means to bridge linguistic and cultural gaps between two fictional texts in
different languages. In the same concern, it increases awareness of the consequences of specific
microstructural shift categories on the macrostructure of a target fictional text. Consequently,
the study highlights the need for translators to keep a balance between accuracy and readability
when producing translations.

Objectives of the Study
The main objectives of the study are as follows:

l. To explore and describe types of microstructural shifts, namely modulation,
modification and mutation in Al-Haloul's Arabic translation of Hemingway’s “Big
Two-Hearted River”.

Il. To identify the frequency of microstructural shifts in the Arabic translation.
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V.

V.

To point out the factors and constraints that led the translator to produce these
microstructural shifts in his translation of Hemingway’s “Big Two-Hearted River”.

To describe the effects of microstructural shifts on the macrostructural levels (i.e.
discourse and story levels) in the Arabic translation of “Big Two-Hearted River”.

To examine the appropriateness of Leuven-Zwart’s model for describing the
shifts utilized by the translator to overcome the linguistic differences in
rendering a narrative text from English into Arabic.

Research Questions

The present study seeks to address the following research questions:

V.

What types of microstructural shifts are applied in the translation of a narrative text
from English into Arabic?

What are the most frequent microstructural shifts in the Arabic translation of “Big
Two-Hearted River”?

What are the factors and constraints that gave rise to these shifts and motivated and
influenced the translator's decisions?

What are the effects of microstructural shifts that occurred through the Arabic
translation of Hemingway’s “Big Two-Hearted River” on macrostructural levels?

Is Leuven-Zwart’s model appropriate for describing the shifts utilized by the
translator to render a narrative text from English into Arabic?

To conclude, the current chapter gave an introduction to the topic of the study. The
researcher stated the problem of the study as well as its importance. The researcher then
specified the five main objectives, which were framed into research questions to be
addressed throughout this study.
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CHAPTER 2: LITERATURE REVIEW

In the current chapter, a review of the literature related to the topic of translation shifts is
presented. The first section reviews the history of translation shifts. The second section directs
the attention to the necessity of translation shifts in translation. In the third section, a detailed
explanation of Leuven-Zwart’s method, the comparative and descriptive models, is provided.
Then, a brief account of previous related studies is provided. For the sake of
comprehensiveness, the final section provides a critical review of Hemingway’s “Big Two-
Hearted River”.

History of Translation Shifts

Throughout history, the phenomenon of shift in translation was investigated by a number of
scholars. Vinay and Darbelnet were the first to investigate this phenomenon although they did
not use the term shift to denote it (Dukate, 2009). In 1958, they identified two general
translation strategies: Direct or literal translation and oblique translation (Vinay & Darbelnet,
1995, as cited in Venuti, 2004). The former can be achieved by three procedures: Borrowing,
calque and literal (2004). The second strategy, oblique translation, comprises transposition (i.e.
a change of a part of speech for another); modulation (a change in semantics and point of view),
equivalence (a change in stylistic and structural means to describe the same situation); and
adaptation (a change in the cultural reference) (Vinay and Darbelnet, 1995). The seven
translation procedures, according to Vinay and Darbelnet, operate on three levels of text: the
lexicon, syntactic structure and message. They also noted that several of these procedures could
be used within the same sentence (2004).

The term shift originated in Catford’s book A Linguistic Theory of Translation published in
1965. Catford defined shifts as “departures from formal correspondence in the process of going
from the SL to the TL” (1965, p. 73). According to Catford, formal correspondence refers to
“any TL category (unit, class, structure, element of structure, etc.) which can be said to occupy,
as nearly as possible, the ‘same’ place in the ‘economy’ of the

TL as the given SL category occupies in the SL” (1965, p. 27). To put it in another way, shifts
take place due to structural disparities between SL and TL. The shifts described by Catford are
merely linguistic, being grammatical or lexical in nature. Furthermore, they are obligatory
unless the translator wishes to reproduce an extremely close structure to the ST (Shuttleworth
& Cowie, 2014). Catford divided shifts into two major types: Level shift and category shift.
The former occurs when an item in a SL is expressed at a different level ina TL (1965. p. 141).
The second type, category shifts, is divided into structural-shifts, classshifts, unit-shifts, and
intra-system shifts (Catford, 1965). Catford’s framework actually failed to account for many
TT deviations from ST. According to Shuttleworth and Cowie, “translation critics have
frequently failed to understand the motivation for such differences, and have tended to dismiss
them as ‘errors’ ” (2014, p. 153).

Unlike Catford, Popovi¢ (1970) broadened the concept of shifts to include “all that appears
as new with respect to the original or fails to appear where it might have been expected” (p.
79). Popovic¢ suggested that shifts are also related to style and termed them “shifts of
expression” (1970, p. 79). According to Popovic¢, an evaluation of shifts of expression
involves a comparison of texts “in relation to the entire system of expression” and not in
isolation (1970, p. 84). Moreover, Popovi¢ argued that shifts are not mistakes but attempts
made by translators to reproduce the text faithfully and meet the target audience’s
expectations. In this way, he included replacements arising from textual, literary or cultural
considerations beside the linguistic phenomena. Besides recognizing linguistic differences,
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Popovi¢ was aware that translators are translating within the constraints of norms that
influenced their decisions during the translation process (Shuttleworth & Cowie, 2014). He
divided shifts into five types: Constitutive shift results from differences between two
language systems; generic shift occurs when the features of a text change and appear as a
different genre; individual shift is a consequence of a translator’s own style and
considerations; negative shift occurs when there is a mistranslation due to a lack of linguistic
competence; and topical shift is when topical facts of the ST is altered in the translation as a
result of using different denotations (Bassnett, 2002).

A different perspective of shifts was offered by Toury (1980), where he thought of shifts as
norm-governed. He pointed out that a shift is “a true universal of translation” (2012, p. 80).
Furthermore, he added that the analysis of shifts is considered a sort of discovery in the way
analysis forms hypotheses about translation practice (1995). Toury distinguished two types of
shifts: Obligatory and non-obligatory. Obligatory shifts are rule-governed, while non-
obligatory shifts are due to literary, cultural or stylistic reasons (2012). Because shifts are
related to norms, they are studied in order to find out the governing norm in a translation,
namely initial norms which result from the translators’ choices. Every translation, according
to Toury, either subjects itself towards the source language or the target language and culture.
If a translation contains more obligatory shifts, this means it is more oriented toward the source
norms, and thus its initial norm in the translation is adequate. If, on the other hand, non-
obligatory shifts prevail, then a translation is more oriented towards the target culture norms
and the initial norm is considered acceptable (Toury, 1995, as cited in Venuti, 2004).

However, “the most detailed attempt to produce and apply a model of shift analysis” (Munday,
2001, p. 63) was produced by Leuven-Zwart (1989). Her model took as its starting point some
of the categories proposed by Vinay and Darbelnet to apply them to the descriptive analysis of
a translated text. Her goals were to systematize comparison and build in a discourse framework
beyond the sentence level (Munday, 2001). The method was “intended for the description of
integral translations of fictional texts” (Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 154) and comprises a
comparative model and a descriptive model. Her comparative model involves three steps: After
both a translation and its original are divided into transemes, an architranseme or ATR between
the ST and TT transemes is established; then, each pair of transemes is compared to the ATR;
and the last step is to establish the relationship between them (Leuven-Zwart, 1989). The
relationship could be hyponymic (modulation), one of contrast (modification), or none
(mutation). Each type of relationship comprises further subcategories (1989). Once all the
shifts on the text’s micro level are identified and categorized, the number of occurrences in
categories is totaled so that their cumulative macro effect is calculated by the descriptive model
(1989). The descriptive model relates three linguistic functions (interpersonal, ideational and
textual) with the concepts of story level and discourse level (1989). According to Leuven-
Zwart, for macrostructural shifts to occur, microstructural ones of the same nature should show
consistency (1989). In doing so, the strategy adopted by a translator is revealed (1989). Thus,
like Popovi¢, Leuven-Zwart believed that consistent tendencies in shifts identified by these
complementary models provide indications of the translational norms adopted by the translator
(Shuttleworth & Cowie, 2014).

The Need for Translation Shifts when Translating between Different Linguistic Systems

According to Baker and Saldanha (2009), shifts in translation are necessary to overcome
systemic differences. Baker (1992) pointed out that transferring patterns of the ST into the TT
likely produces an awkward translation. As stated in Bassnett’s book, Translation Studies, the
translator “frees the text from the fixed signs of its original shape making it no longer
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subordinate to the source text but visibly endeavoring to bridge the space between source
author and text and the eventual target language readership” (2002, p. 6). The translator is thus
a mediator who, by shifting, made communication possible across languages and cultures.

On the other part of the spectrum, forms sometimes play crucial roles in conveying meaning.
They should not be dismissed for producing natural-sounding translations. BlumKulka (1979,
as cited in House, 1986) suggested that the most serious shifts are actually due to the
translator’s failure at understanding the function of a particular linguistic system or form in
conveying indirect meaning in a text. Therefore, translators are expected to maintain “a balance
between accuracy and naturalness” (Baker, 1992, p. 196).

According to Al-Zoubi and Al-Hassnawi (2001), the main preoccupation of translation is
meaning. The translator must do his best to transfer as much as possible of the original meaning
into the TL. Meaning or deep structure can be expressed in different surface structures, as
stated by Nida, who was influenced by Chomsky’s theory of generative grammar (Munday,
2008). In other words, the same meaning can be rendered by different linguistic means.
Additionally, Al-Zoubi and Al-Hassnhawi (2001) pointed out that semantic shifts can be either
obligatory or optional:

The former are dictated by the unavoidable semantic gaps between the SL and TL.
Such gaps are mainly caused by some cultural and conceptual differences between
the two languages. The latter in turn arise when the translator attempts to maintain the
gist of the original meaning while practicing some means of semantic polishing.

(cited in Rudiger & Gross, 2009, p. 277)

Moreover, shifts are necessary for achieving lexical cohesion because the “types of ties used
to mark cohesion” (Blum-Kulka, 1979, as cited in House, 1986, p. 18) in the ST and TT are
not the same. Baker (1992) pointed out that cohesion is a “surface relationship” (p. 24) that
connects words and expressions together in a text. She wrote about the different networks of
lexical cohesion in different linguistic systems. Baker maintained that:

As with the thematic structure, it is in many ways the density and progression of
cohesive ties throughout a text that are important. This web of relationships may have
to differ between ST and TT, since the networks of lexical relationships will not be
identical across languages. (1992, p. 206)

The phenomenon of shifts, on the whole, should be looked upon positively since it illustrates
the translator’s attempts to produce an equivalent text between two different linguistic systems
(Al-Zoubi & Al-Hassnawi, 2001, as cited in Rudiger & Gross, 2009). Shifts are not errors but
means to achieve idiomatic translations (Hatim, 2014). Furthermore, shifts in TTs are great
sources of the mental process that underlines decisions made while translating (Campbell,
1998, as cited in Olohan, 2000).

Leuven-Zwart’s Model of Translation Shifts

Leuven-Zwart’s model, which is the theoretical framework used in the present study, was
motivated by her reading of a novel in two different languages. When She read Don Quixote
in Dutch, she found it “tedious, old-fashioned and pompous” (1989, p. 152). Later on, when
she read it in Spanish, she was surprised to find that the novel was a good read, modern and
was neither tedious nor bombastic. As a consequence, she was resolved to investigate what
exactly went wrong with the Dutch translation (1989). During this investigation, she developed
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her two-part model. That model later proved to be applicable to other languages. It aims to
establish and describe translation shifts in integral narrative texts.

According to Leuven-Zwart, “a translation is termed integral when it contains no additions or
deletions transcending the sentence level” (1989, p. 154). Her goals were to investigate how
and to what extent a translation is different from its original and to formulate hypotheses
concerning the translator’s interpretation of the ST, strategy and norms adopted during
translating (1989).

Leuven-Zwart divided shifts into two types: Microstructural shifts and macrostructural shifts.
Her method consists of two components: A comparative model and a descriptive one. The
comparative model is used for the classification of shifts on a microstructural level (i.e.
sentences, phrases and clauses). Only shifts that affect semantic, stylistic, syntactic or
pragmatic levels are considered. The descriptive model (1989), on the other hand, investigates
the effects that microstructural shifts have on a macrostructural level, which involves broader
units of meaning (i.e. characters, events, time, place and other meaningful components).

The comparative model. In her article (1990), Leuven-Zwart suggested that it is neither
necessary nor possible to compare two texts in their entirety. Owing to this, she argued that
analysis can be limited to a few chosen passages. These passages are then divided into
transemes since “sentences are generally too long and words too short to be easily compared”
(1989, p. 155). Leuven-Zwart suggested the transeme as ““a suitable basic unit of comparison”
(as cited in Shuttleworth & Cowie, 2014, p. 175) and defined as a “comprehensible textual
unit” (Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 155). There are two types of transemes:

(@) The state of affairs transeme (derived from Dick, 1978) “consists of a predicate
— a lexical verb or a copula — and its arguments” (Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 156).

(b) The satellite transeme “lacks a predicate and can be described as an adverbial
specification or amplification of the state of affairs transeme” (1989, p. 156).

For example, the state of affairs transeme in | sat next to the door is | sat and the satellite
transeme is next to the door. The relationship between the ST and TT transemes is drawn from
the concept of structural semantics. In accordance with Lyons (1977), two entities are related
when they have both aspects of conjunction and disjunction. To put it in another way, the
existence of similarities between entities preconditions the existence of dissimilarities. Hence,
dissimilarities or aspects of disjunction are drawn from similarities. Such aspects might appear
encapsulated in a transeme or independently, for example, in an adverb (Leuven-Zwart, 1989).
When a source-text and target-text transemes are compared, the ATR, which is used as the
basis for comparing ST and TT transemes is then determined and expressed by content words
—shared by ST and TT transemes — or paraphrases. Function words, however, do not appear in
the ATR (1989). An example of this would be:

STT: He raised his hand
TTT: oxngd)
ATR: to raise + hand.

Each transeme is then compared to the ATR. If both transemes bear a synonymic relationship
with the ATR, no shift occurs. On the basis of the aspects of conjunction and disjunction which
are observed between the ST and TT transeme and the architranseme, it is possible to posit one
of three types of microstructural shift: Modulation, modification, and mutation (1989).
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Consistent tendency to use shifts observed in the microstructure can shed light on the
translator’s considerations, interpretation and translational norms, as well as the ways in which
ST and TT differ.

Modulation. Modulation occurs when one transeme has “a synonymic relationship with the
ATR and the other a hyponymic relationship” (Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 159). That is to say,
one transeme corresponds to the ATR while the other differs. If the source-text transeme is the
one that differs from the ATR, the shift is called modulation/generalization. If the opposite
happens, the shift is called modulation/specification. Both types of modulation can be either
semantic or stylistic. In semantic modulation, the element of disjunction could be an aspectual,
subjective, concrete, or intensive element; while in stylistic modulation, it could contain either
social or expressive ones (Leuven-Zwart, 1989). Expressive meaning, according to Brown
(1958), “covaries with characteristics of the speaker” (as cited in Lyons, 1977, p. 51), whereas
social meaning “serves to establish and maintain social relations” (1977, p. 51). In addition,
Leuven-Zwart divided expressive aspects of disjunction into a syntagmatic element, that is
“based on the phenomenon of repetition, and underlie such figures of speech as alliteration,
rhyme, assonance, anaphora and parallelism” (1989, p. 163), and a paradigmatic element that
results from the “selection of an item which is not a member of the normal range of choices
available at its place in the linguistic chain” (Leech as cited in Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 163).
Social aspects of disjunction can be further subcategorized into an element of register (e.g.
formal/informal), profession, time (e.g. archaism/neologism), text-specific (e.g. fairytale),
culture specific that leads to exotization if it occurs in the TT transeme and naturalization in
the ST transeme (Leuven-Zwart, 1989).

Modification. Modification occurs if the relationship between the two transemes is one of
contrast. In other words, both transemes show aspects of disjunction in comparison to the
ATR. These aspects of disjunction can be semantic, stylistic, or syntactic (Leuven-Zwart,
1989). Stylistic modification, to begin with, occurs only if aspects of disjunction in both
transemes belong to the same sub-category (e.g. time element). Syntactic modifications are
language-bound and take three forms: Syntactic-semantic which relates to grammatical
features (tense, person and number), grammatical classes and functions as well as function
words; syntactic-stylistic which refers to quantity of elements that convey the same
information (explicitation or implicitaion); and syntactic-pragmatic which refers to structure
shifts in speech act, thematic meaning, or reference (deictic or anaphoric) (1989). Although
many shifts in modification result from conscious decisions on the part of the translator, the
phenomenon was caused by linguistic and cultural constraints (as cited in Shuttleworth &
Cowie, 2014).

Mutation. Mutation occurs if it is impossible to establish an ATR between the ST and the TT
transemes because there is no aspect of conjunction. Mutation is divided into three categories:
Addition, deletion and radical change of meaning (1989). According to Leuven-Zwart (1989),
addition in mutation refers to adding clauses or phrases; deletion, on the contrary, refers to
deleting clauses or phrases; and radical change of meaning occurs when ST transemes are
incorrectly translated.

The descriptive model. The descriptive model is a complementary part to the comparative
model. It is intended to describe the consequences of consistent microstructural shifts on
macrostructural level. According to Leuven-Zwart, the macrostructure of narrative texts is
made up of larger units of meaning than that of the microstructure. These units of meaning
include:

10


http://www.eajournals.org/

Published by European Centre for Research Training and Development UK (www.eajournals.org)

The nature, number and ordering of the episodes, the attributes of the characters and
the relationship between them, the particulars of events, actions, place and time, the
narrator’s attitude towards the fictional world, the point of view from which the
narrator looks at this world and so on. (1989, p. 171)

Leuven-Zwart (1989) indicated that linguistic devices in fictional prose achieve Halliday’s
three functions: Interpersonal (i.e. the relationship between participants in the text), ideational
(i.e. information about the fictional world), and textual (i.e. the organization of information).

They all operate on Bal’s (1980) three text levels: The history level, the story level, and the
discourse level. It may be noted that the history level, which consists of abstract elements such
as actors, events, place and time, does not play a role in this model (Leuven-Zwart, 1989).
Leuven-Zwart states through her diagram (see table 1) that the interpersonal function (i.e. the
focalization and narration) is a crucial one for it determines the other two as indicated by arrows
in the following table.

Table 1: Levels and Functions of Leuven-Zwart’s Descriptive Model

DISCOURSE LEVEL

IDEATIONAL INTERPERSONAL TEXTUAL
FUNCTION — FUNCTION — narrator: FUNCTION
semantic choices: mind internal +involved syntactic order: --
style -involved segmentation:
external +involved chronological
-involved psychological
presentational
--cohesion
STORY LEVEL 1 1 0
IDEATIONAL INTERPERSONAL TEXTUAL
FUNCTION «— objectof FUNCTION— FUNCTION
focalization: internal +involved fictional order:
the fictional world -involved chronological
external +involved psychological
-involved presentational

Note. Reprinted from Translation and original, by Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 179.

The story level. It is where “abstract events become concrete actions” (LeuvenZwart, 1989,
p. 172) in a certain order and in a certain fictional time and place. In this level, focalization is
an important notion that refers to the point of view from which the fictional world is presented
(1989). Leuven-Zwart stated that the interpersonal function operating on the story level can be
realized by an internal or external focalizor. The focalizor is considered internal if the point of
view is character-bounded and external if it is the view of someone outside the fictional world
(1989).

Another function operating on the story level is the ideational, which determines “the image of
the fictional world” (Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 174). This image can be concrete such as colors
and numbers or abstract that refers to inner aspects such as psychological traits. Moreover, if
the image of the fictional world is “colored by emotions, judgments or opinions” (1989, p.
174), it is considered subjective. If it is not, then it is objective.

11
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The textual function on the story level determines the order in which the events take place
(1989). In accordance with Leech and Short (1981), the order of events can be chronological
when “fictional events are presented in a chronological order” (p. 174); psychological which
means “the order in which a character comes to learn about the components of the fiction” (as
cited in Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 174); or presentational that goes from “elements which
presuppose the least prior knowledge to those which presuppose the most” (p. 175).

The discourse level. It refers to “the linguistic expression of the fictional world” (Leuven-
Zwart, 1989, p. 172). On the discourse level, the interpersonal function is fulfilled by the
narrator/focalizor who might be internal, external, or somewhere along this continuum. That is
to say, the narrator could be close to the reader and remote from the fictional world or the other
way around (1989). Leuven-Zwart pointed out that a narrator is an outsider if s/he is not
involved in the fictional world and does not reveal emotions or opinions. The existence of an
internal narrator is linguistically indicated by the use of the first person, present tense, and
vocatives referring to the reader. Other covert indications are “the use of terms with a conative
or emotive function, of deictic terms (today, tomorrow, where, there, etc.), of pragmatic
particles (just, even, however, etc.) and of modal auxiliaries” (1989, p. 177).

Another function operating on the discourse level is the ideational. The ideational function is
concerned with those semantic choices that express the image of the fictional world.
Additionally, Leuven-Zwart designated this function on the discourse level as the mind style
or the style that is “typical for a certain view of the fictional world” (1989, p. 177). Depending
on the given view, the semantic choices might appear physical, neutral or emotionally charged
(1989).

The textual function on the discourse level determines the syntactic ordering. It is based on two
principles: Segmentation and cohesion. There are three types of segmentation in accordance
with Leech and Short (1981). First, chronological where “syntactic ordering runs parallel to
the order in which the events take place in fictional time, imitating as it were the order of
events” (Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 178). Second, psychological segmentation is when sentences
are ordered according to “the first is most important” principle (p. 178). To be more precise,
their order is similar to the order of thoughts coming to the speaker’s mind. The third type is
presentational which refers to a periodic sentence where its main clause comes at the end
(1989). Apart from the segmentation principle, cohesion serves two functions: Referring and
linking. The former is achieved by deictic and anaphoric elements while the latter is achieved
by coordinating and subordination conjunctions and adverbs (1989). The following table
illustrates the perceived interaction of the elements in the two models by matching specific
micro- and macrostructural shifts to the three functions on the levels of discourse and story.

Table 2: Systematic Connections between Micro- and Macrostructural Shifts

MICROSTRUCTURAL MACROSTRUCTURAL SHIFTS
SHIFTS
DISCOURSE LEVEL STORY LEVEL
FUNCTIONS FUNCTIONS
ideat. text. interp. ideat. text. interp.
- 00 semantic modulation; all x X X X
subcategories
- 11 stylistic modulation; register X X
element
- 12 stylistic modulation; X X

professional element
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- 13 stylistic modulation; X X
temporal element

- 14.1 stylistic modulation; X X X X
‘calque’

- 14.2 stylistic modulation; other X X X
text-specific elements

- 15 stylistic modulation; culture- X X X X

bound element

- 16 stylistic modulation; X X X
syntagmatic element

- 17 stylistic modulation; X X X X
paradigmatic element

- 20 Sematic modification; all ~ x X X X

subcategories

- 30 stylistic modification; all
subcategories (see: 11-17)

- 41  syntactic-semantic X X X X
modification; tense

- 42 syntactic-semantic X X X X
modification; person

- 43  syntactic-semantic X X X X
modification; number

- 44  syntactic-semantic X X X

modification; gram.
class/function

- 45  syntactic-semantic X X X
modification; function word

- 50 syntactic-stylistic X X X
modification; all subcategories

- 60 syntactic-pragmatic X X X
modification; all subcategories

- 70 mutation; all X X X X

subcategories

Note. Reprinted from Translation and original, by Leuven-Zwart, 1990, p. 87.

The Application of Leuven-Zwart's Model of Translation Shifts on Different Types of
Texts

In this section, the researcher reviews some of the studies that applied Leuven-Zwart’s model
of translation shifts to different types of texts, mainly fictional. LeuvenZwart’s analytical
model requires totaling the number of occurrences of each type of microshift in typically 5000
word extracts in order to examine the emerged patterns (LeuvenZwart, as cited in Munday,
2001). Leuven-Zwart (1990) noted that 70 of her postgraduate students applied her method to
translations of fictional prose. Few of them, however, used the method for the description of
dramatic and philosophical texts. The languages involved were Spanish, Dutch, English,
French, German, Italian, Swedish and Russian (1990). Researchers — other that Leuven-
Zwart’s students — carried out studies using this model. The following review focuses
exclusively on studies that applied the model.

Trupej (2015) employed the basic concepts of Leuven-Zwart’s method to examine the
strategies adopted in translating terms referring to African Americans along with the discourse
of the only African American character in the Slovenian translations of Steinbeck’s Of Mice
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and Men. The researcher collected a number of translations that were from both the socialist
and post-socialist period to identify such shifts. The findings of his study revealed that
macrostructural shifts were way greater in the first translation of the novel (1952) than the
recent translations (2007). The researcher then discussed the contextual factors behind the
translators' choice of strategies.

Rostami (2015) investigated modulation shifts in two Persian translations of Austen’s Sense
and Sensibility using Leuven-Zwart’s comparative model. The results of the study revealed
that the semantic modulation/specification was of a great dominance and the researcher
suggested that this great dominance of modulation was due to the translators' attempt to make
the text more comprehensible to the target readership by making the author's diction more
specific.

Khadem-Nabi (2014) investigated lexical choices in the Persian translation of The Gadfly in
the light of Leuven-Zwart’s comparative model. In his study, KhademNabi identified the three
types of microstructural shifts: Modulation, modification and mutation and supplemented them
with Venuti’s metonymic intertextuality, where the translated text is linked to the prevailing
discourses of time. The results of the study indicated that the translator made the novel, which
had political significance for Iran before its revolution; appear way more political by choosing
more ideological lexical items in Persian.

Karce (2013) examined the strategies for expressing power relationships in the Slovenian
translation of Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide based on Leuven-Zwart’s model. With a special focus
on discourse analysis, the study employed both Leuven-Zwart’s comparative and descriptive
model. In this study, the researcher explored, classified and illustrated a number of narrative
and rhetorical strategies adopted by the translator for expressing power relationships. The
researcher then discussed the solutions adopted by the translator focusing on cultural transfer
of relationships characterized by social-power inequality.

Al-Swailem (2013) conducted a study analyzing strategies of translating metaphors in two
Arabic translations of Hemingway’s The Old Man and the Sea based on LeuvenZwart’s
comparative model. In her study, Al-Swailem identified aspects of disjunction in the transemes
of metaphors in both TTs. The findings of the study revealed that the two translators adopted
different translation strategies, which affected the reception of metaphors in the target audience
of both translations. In her study, Al-Swailem emphasized the need for translators to decipher
and maintain the same translation throughout the network of metaphors. She also emphasized
that it is important for translators to familiarize themselves with the author’s background
ideology, events and ideas.

Critical Review of Hemingway’s “Big Two-Hearted River”

In this section, a critical review of Hemingway’s long two-part tale — “Big Two-Hearted River”
— is presented in terms of characters, style and narration. The title — “Big

Two-Hearted River” —refers to a real river by Seney, Michigan. In “The Art of the Short Story”,
Hemingway (1990) wrote that he substituted Fox River for Big Two-Hearted River for it is
poetry.

Character. “Big Two-Hearted River” has only one character, Nick Adams. Nick Adams is a
semi-autobiographical character bearing a resemblance to Hemingway in the way he went
though war trauma. He is also the hero of many of Hemingway’s short stories. When the story,
“Big Two-Hearted River”, was first published in 1925, World War One had just ended. This
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suggests that the traumatization of the protagonist in the story is caused by warfare. He
manifests symptoms of combat fatigue (i.e. post-traumatic stress disorder PTSD; Wyatt, 2015).
In solitude, Nick seeks to come to terms with what happened.

The protagonist is emotionally vulnerable (Tyler, 2001). His overreaction to losing the big
trout illustrates this: “Nick’s hand was shaky. He reeled in slowly. The thrill had been too
much. He felt, vaguely, a little sick, as though it would be better to sit down” (pt. II, para.
33, line 1). Therefore, he is very careful about everything he does. He is also aware that little
familiar rituals as pitching the tent and making coffee can set him off (Stewart, 2001).
Besides, Nick knows he needs some time in order to recover. Hemingway figuratively
compared him to the blackened grasshopper in the way they both are negatively affected by
war and need time to be healed (Bloom, 2009):

Now, as he watched the black hopper that was nibbling at the wool of his sock with
its fourway lip, he realized that they had all turned black from living in the burnedover
land. He realized that the fire must have come the year before, but the grasshoppers
were all black now. He wondered how long they would stay that way (pt. I, para. 12,
line 6).

Throughout the story, Nick keeps himself physically occupied until fatigue sets in to achieve
psychic ease (Stewart, 2001). He exhausts himself in order to sleep. For instance, Nick tires
himself out by walking all day before setting up the camp (Tyler, 2001) where “he could have
made camp hours before if he had wanted to” (pt. I, para. 32, line 4). Fatigue also enables Nick
to suppress his thoughts (Stewart, 2001), to illustrate, “his mind was starting to work. He knew
he could choke it because he was tired enough” (pt. I, para. 36, line 2). He is cautious not to
take on the mental burdens he carries (Bloom, 2009). Besides, Nick, by being action oriented,
can avoid ruminating anything that brings him back to war; for example, “Nick had wondered
about them [the black grasshoppers] as he walked, without really thinking about them” (pt. I,
para. 12, line 5). Because Nick is walking, he does not brood over the black grasshoppers.
Instead, he knows he needs to keep himself steady just as the trout:

Nick looked down into the clear, brown water, colored from the pebbly bottom, and
watched the trout keeping themselves steady in the current with wavering fins. As he
watched them they changed their positions by quick angles, only to hold steady in the
fast water again. Nick watched them a long time (pt. I, para. 2, line 3).

Nick’s postponement of venturing into the swamp represents his reluctance to face his past
experience, for example, “he did not feel like going on into the swamp” (pt. II, para. 60, line
1). He is not yet prepared to address his emotional distress. He is aware that recalling what
happened would cause him to lose control, as in for instance, “in the swamp fishing was a
tragic adventure. Nick did not want it” (pt. II, para. 61, line 4). Nick, after being in the woods
for two days, is a survivor who will be able to eventually recuperate. The story closes, “there
were plenty of days coming when he could fish the swamp” (pt. Il, para. 65, line 3).

Writing style. Hemingway’s language in “Big Two-Hearted River” is characterized by being
frugal and lucid. The diction used is very simple; for example, “there were plenty of good
places to camp on the river. But this was good” (pt. I, para. 32, line 4). The writer avoids high-
flown words and three-syllable adjectives (Roberts, 2001). His sentences too are neither
flowery nor complicated but short declarative ones (Moddelmog & Gizzo, 2013). An example
of his four and five word declarative sentences is “the river was there” (pt. I, para. 2, line 2).
Additionally, the writer’s language is iterative, the word burned, for example, is repeated three
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times in one sentence: “Seney was burned, the country was burned over and changed, but it
did not matter. It could not all be burned” (pt. I, para. 8, line 2).

Furthermore, Hemingway’s style in “Big Two-Hearted River” is remarkable for its thorough
descriptions and small details. According to Cowley (1986), “Big Two-Hearted River” is “a
collection of sharp sensory details” (p. 170) in which a reader can smell, touch or see
everything that exists near Big Two-Hearted River. In spite of the story’s sensual language,
Hemingway devotes little attention to the sounds of the river and the woods. Bloom (2009)
explains that this is a powerful means of Hemingway to remind readers of the otherwise clamor
of war.

In A Moveable Feast, Hemingway referred to “Big Two-Hearted River” as a story “about
coming back from the war but there was no mention of the war in it” (Hemingway as cited in
Das, 1996, p. 41) Hemingway (1959) argued that this technique of omission strengthens his
story: “If you leave out important things or events that you know about, the story is
strengthened” (as cited in McSweeney, 2007, p. 64). Besides, he explained in Death in the
Afternoon:

If a writer of prose knows enough about what he is writing about he may omit things
that he knows and the reader, if the writer is writing truly enough, will have a feeling
of those things as strongly as though the writer had stated them. The dignity of the
movement of an ice-berg is due to only one-eighth of it being above water. (2002, p.
154)

Hemingway does not talk directly about Nick’s past, emotions or struggle to cope with his war
experience. Even so, it “shouts through silence a testimony of inward torment” (Waldhorn,
2002, p. 34).

The prose style in the story mimics the protagonist’s mental control (Cirino, 2012).
Hemingway’s aesthetic restraint by withholding information from the reader not only matches
the way Nick not verbalizing them, but also does not allow their entry into consciousness
(Cirino, 2012). For example, his failure to mention the word war mimics

Nick’s refusal to neither mention nor think of it. Additionally, his controlled language mimics
Nick’s attempts to be in control by performing controlled manual tasks as they bring him
comfort. Thus, Hemingway assigns almost a page to coffee making to signal the fact that Nick
prefers to “engage in an internal debate over coffee preparation” (Cirino, 2012, p. 32) instead
of facing his struggle of coming to terms with his past.

Hemingway’s controlled language is not only seen in omission but also in word selection and
punctuation marks. Besides being mimicking, omission intensifies the panic in the story
(Fuchs, 2015). For instance, the writer does not explain why fishing in the swamp would be
tragic; he only says “Nick did not want it. He did not want to go down the stream any further
today” (pt. 1I, para. 61, line 5). His word choice also suggests psychological extremes.
According to Cirino (2012), “assigning the description meditatively to the act of drinking is a
stunning adverbial choice in this context. Paired with the prior adverb carefully, they represent
the psychological extremes of the camping trip” (p. 34). In addition to this, the writer avoids
using any exclamation point to imply that vulnerable Nick cannot withstand tremendous
excitement (Cirino, 2012).

Point of view. The point of view from which the events of the story is observed and presented
to the readers is that of third-person narrative. It is the most common form of storytelling
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where the narrator is not a character within the events related and thus refers to the protagonist
as he (Baldick, 2004), for example, “he’s all right, Nick thought. He was only tired” (pt. II,
para. 23, line 1). This, however, does not prevent the narrator from using the first person | to
narrate a commentary on an event or its meaning (Baldick, 2004); for example, “he shook the
skillet sideways and the cake was loose on the surface. | won’t try and flop it, he thought” (pt.
II, para. 6, line 7). In the story, the point of view is considered limited since the narrator’s
knowledge of the events is restricted. This narrative point of view directs the reader towards
the protagonist’s concentration on pragmatic tasks and concerns such as hiking with a seldom
reflection of Nick’s past or psyche.

Moreover, Hemingway uses free indirect discourse, which has been widely adopted in
modern fiction (Baldick, 2004). It is defined in Oxford Dictionary of Literary Terms as “a
manner of presenting the thoughts or utterances of a fictional character as if from that
character’s point of view by combining grammatical and other features of the character’s
‘direct speech’ with features of the narrator’s indirect report” (Baldick, 2004, p. 102).
Utilizing free indirect discourse allows the third person narrative to explore the first person’s
point of view. As for instance in “Nick had looked into a stream and seen trout. They were
very satisfactory” (pt. I, para. 4, line 2), the narrator is narrating Nick’s opinion that is the
trout were satisfactory. The following quote, to name another example, contains a description
from Nick’s perspective: “Nick crawled out under the mosquito netting stretched across the
mouth of the tent, to look at the morning. . . . There was the meadow, the river and the swamp”
(pt. I, para. 1, line 2). The narrator in the second sentence is orderly narrating what Nick sees
as he gets out of the tent.

The narrator vocalizes the story through Nick in the third-person except in a single line.
Hemingway, oddly enough, breaches the third-person narrative and free indirect discourse by
letting his character, Nick, speaks in the indirect first-person. This intrusion of the first-person
narrative is seen in the following quote in the second part of the story:

He’d bet the trout was angry. Anything that size would be angry. That was a trout. He
had been solidly hooked. Solid as a rock. He felt like a rock, too, before he started off.
By God, he was a big one. By God, he was the biggest one | ever heard of. (pt. II,
para. 34, line 4).

The latter sentence is notably narrated by Nick where he himself focalizes this event of losing
the trout “with the hook it his jaw” (pt. 11, para. 34, line 3). Hemingway’s sudden switch to the
first-person somehow gets the reader more involved with this particular event in the story.

In conclusion, this chapter provided a literature review that outlined relevant studies, ideas and
theories to the current study. In the beginning of this chapter, the researcher presented an
overview of translation shifts throughout history in addition to their necessity in producing
good translations especially between two discrepant linguistic systems. Then, a thorough
explanation of Leuven-Zwart two-part model was provided. In section four, the researcher
briefly reviewed previous studies that adopted Leuven-Zwart’s method to identify translation
shifts and translator’s strategies. The chapter ended with a critical review of the selected story,
“Big Two-Hearted River” in terms of character, style and narration.
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CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY

The current chapter provides an overview of the methodology used in this study. In this
chapter, the methodology and the instruments and procedures of data collection and data
analysis are all described and discussed to show how they have been employed to meet the
objectives of this study and to answer its questions.

Methodology of the Study

The present study applied Leuven-Zwart’s comparative-descriptive method, published
originally as a doctoral thesis in Dutch and then, in abbreviated form, in two articles in Target
(Leuven-Zwart, 1989, 1990). Two texts, namely, Hemingway’s short story, “Big Two-
Hearted River”, and its Arabic translation, were comparatively described and analyzed. The
study employed Leuven-Zwart's comparative model to detect types of microstructural
translation shifts and investigate their effectiveness in transferring meaning. The descriptive
model was also used to investigate the effects of microstructural shifts on macrostructural
levels of story and discourse as well as relate them to three functions (interpersonal,
ideational and textual). The different types of shifts were counted manually and processed
through the use of Microsoft excel to calculate the number of each translation shift in order
to determine which type of shift has a high frequency of occurrence in the translation of a
narrative text into Arabic. Additionally, figures and tables were compiled to display the
percentage and frequency of shift types. The factors and constraints that led shifts to take
place were then indicated.

Data Collection

The data collected for this study were in the form of parallel samples, that is an English source
text and its Arabic translation. The researcher collected the data from The Complete Short
Stories of Earnest Hemingway (1987), and their Arabic translations (AlHaloul, 2010). The
researcher also referred to both English and Arabic descriptive dictionaries to investigate
semantic shifts. The number of shifts was then counted manually and the percentage of them
was calculated by Microsoft excel.

The sample examples used for the analysis in the study were 27 passages selected from a pair
of texts: Hemingway’s short story, “Big Two-Hearted River”, which consists of 8303 words,
and its Arabic translation produced by Al-Haloul (2010). The following table provides an
account of the number of sentences and paragraphs in both source and target texts.

Table 3: ST and TT Sentence and Paragraph Count

Number of Sentences Number of Paragraphs
ST 602 102
TT 568 100

By using online count tools* (see Table 3), the original text appeared to consist of 602 sentences
forming 102 paragraphs, while the target text consists of 568 sentences and 100 paragraphs.

1 Online websites to count the number of words, sentences and paragraphs in a text.
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Justification for the selection of study corpus and Leuven-Zwart’s model.

The corpus of the current study was purposefully selected from Hemingway’s “Big Two-
Hearted River” and its Arabic translation to explore Leuven-Zwart's model of translation shifts
in narrative texts. The selected texts belong to the narrative genre and are therefore in
accordance with the objectives of the study. “Big Two-Hearted River” was selected over other
longer literary works, including novels and plays, for several reasons. For one thing, it is
characterized by Hemingway's style of lucidity and frugality. Moreover, the narrator, which is
a key concept in Leuven-Zwart’s descriptive model, plays a significant role in “Big Two-
Hearted River”, that is, of narrating through the protagonist.

The researcher employed Leuven-Zwart’s model of translation shifts for a number of reasons.
First, it is the most detailed attempt to describe shifts in narrative texts (Munday, 2001).
Second, for its complexity, only a few studies fully applied it in English to Arabic translations.
The researcher also attempted to investigate the appropriateness of LeuvenZwart’s model for
describing the shifts utilized by the translator to overcome the linguistic differences in
rendering a narrative text from English into Arabic. Unlike other models of shift analysis,
Leuven-Zwart’s descriptive model considers the wide impact occurring due to frequent
microstructural shifts on two major levels of a fictional text — story and discourse level — such
as shifts in the narrator’s attitude, the attributes of the characters, and so on that may
accordingly lead to different target perceptions. Most importantly, it takes into account a vast
range of literary aspects such as figures of speech, point of view, relationship between
characters, and style, which typically play crucial roles in fictional texts. The indirect narrator,
for example, may become direct and affects the reader’s closeness to the text. Leuven-Zwart’s
(1990) model relates the results of the comparative model to higher-level discourse
considerations and identifies the translator’s norms. It is this extra step that gives her model a
distinguishing feature which goes further than the mainly linguistic comparisons as in the
works of Catford and Vinay and Darbelnet (Shuttleworth & Cowie, 2014).

Steps and procedures of data analysis. To analyze the collected data, the researcher quasi-
randomly selected 27 passages from the text. The researcher first applied Leuven-Zwart’s
comparative model to conduct a comparison of ST “Big Two-Hearted River” and TT " xS ¢
oL 4", This is followed by a classification of all the microstructural shifts (within sentences,
clauses, and phrases). The researcher followed the following steps:

(@  The researcher first divided selected passages into transemes.
(b)  Next, the researcher established the ATR.

(c) A comparison was made of each separate transeme with the ATR to identify
aspects of conjunction and disjunction, and the relationship between the two
transemes was then established.

By referring to a number of descriptive dictionaries in both Arabic and English language such
as Oxford English Dictionary, microstructural shifts were detected and divided into three main
categories with numerous subcategories. The three main categories are modulation,
modification and mutation; these were explained in table 4. Each was illustrated by a number
of examples. Microsoft excel was also used to calculate shifts in order to reveal in a number of
tables which type of shift had a high frequency of occurrence. Additionally, charts were
constructed to display the percentage of shift types. Then, the reasons behind the occurrence
of microstructural shifts were identified in terms of factors and constraints.
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Table 4: Categories and Subcategories of Leuven-Zwart’s Comparative Model

CATEGORY SUB-CATEGORY

00 SEMANTIC MODULATION 01- f/c/m
generalization 02- aspectual element
specification 03- subjective element

04- concrete element
05- intensive element

10 STYLISTIC MODULATION 11- register element
generalization 12- professional element
specification 13- temporal element

14- text-specific element
15- culture-bound element
16- syntagmatic element
17- paradigmatic element

20 SEMANTIC MODIFICATION 21- f/c/m
22- aspectual element
23- subjective element
24- concrete element
25- intensive element

30 STYLISTIC MODIFICATION 31- register element
32- professional element
33- temporal element
34- text-specific element
35- culture-bound element
36- syntagmatic element
37- paradigmatic element

40 SYNTACTIC-SEMANTIC 41- tense
MODIFICATION 42- person
43- number

44- gram. Class/function
45- function word

50 SYNTACTIC-STYLISTIC 51- explicitation
MODIFICATION 52- implicitaion
60 SYNTACTIC-PRAGMATIC  61- speech act
MODIFICATION 62- deixis/anaphora
63- thematic meaning
70 MUTATION 71- deletion
72- addition

73- radical change of meaning

Note. Reprinted from Translation and original, by Leuven-Zwart, 1989, p. 170.
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The researcher manually used the code numbers provided by Leuven-Zwart in the previous
table (Table 4) to facilitate listing microstructural shifts and their subcategories. Hence, the
researcher indicated the exact subcategory of shift types as presented in the rightside column.
When modulation occurred, for instance, the researcher indicated whether it is semantic or
stylistic, as well as whether the disjunction is of specification or generalization. This was
further subcategorized as shown in the top two rows in Table 4. Because frequency and
consistency of microstructural shifts lead to macrostructural changes (Leuven-Zwart, 1989),
the second part of the study was devoted to the application of the descriptive model. The
researcher described the ideational, interpersonal and textual functions on both the story and
discourse level of the ST and the TT to detect shifts on the macrostructure of the translation.

In the end, the chapter provided a full account of the methodology employed in the study.
This chapter described how the study was carried out to attain its objectives and to answer
its questions. The researcher described and discussed the data collection and the steps and
procedures of the data analysis followed, in addition to the justification for selecting both
Leuven-Zwart’s model and Hemingway’s short story, “Big Two-Hearted River”.

21


http://www.eajournals.org/

Published by European Centre for Research Training and Development UK (www.eajournals.org)

CHAPTER 4: DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS

In the current chapter, the researcher carries out the data analysis, discusses the findings and
answers the questions of the study. Both qualitative and quantitative methods have been
applied to analyze and investigate Leuven-Zwart’s translation shifts in the Arabic translation
of 27 selected passages from Hemingway's short story "Big Two-Hearted River". The findings,
on the other hand, shed light on (a) the types of microstructural shifts that occur in the
translation of an integral narrative text from English into Arabic; (b) the frequency of these
shifts in the translation; (c) the factors and constraints that gave rise to these shifts and
motivated and influenced the translator's decisions; (d) the influence of microstructural shifts
on macrostructural levels; and (e) the appropriateness of the model for describing the shifts
when translating a narrative text from English into Arabic. In the following section,
LeuvenZwart’s model is applied.

The Comparative Model

This section is divided into two subsections. In the first one, microstructural shifts are
identified, explained and illustrated with examples. Then, the findings obtained from the first
subsection are analyzed and discussed by showing the occurrence rate of each type of
microstructural shifts.

Answer to Q.1: What types of microstructural shifts are applied in the translation of a
narrative text from English into Arabic according to Leuven-Zwart's comparative
model?

The following subsections present examples of modulation, modification and mutation shifts.
Each type is illustrated with five examples accompanied by comments. These examples are
divided into transemes, each of which is indicated by a small number at its end.

Since TTTs do not always follow the same order of units in STTs, the number following each
ATR refers to STT only. For the sake of further clarity, compared transemes are underlined. It
may be noted that a transeme might contain more than one aspect of disjunction (AD). A
transeme may, for instance, show both semantic and stylistic aspects of disjunctions. In the
following examples, the researcher presents a single aspect of disjunction for each transeme
regardless of how many ones it contains.

Modulation.
Semantic modulation (generalization).

Example 1.  STT: He was very hungry: and he wanted to make his camp before he cooked>

(pt. I, para. 24, line 2).
TTT: .)p. 282( agehs O I aieid Caaiy of 3y OIS 4] jlails IS
ATR1: man + to be hungry
ADstt: f/c/m of ‘to be hungry’: to be very hungry
ADttt: 0

Semantic modulation/generalization, intensive element
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The aspect of disjunction in this example is manifested in the use of the intensive element very
in the STT. In both transemes, Nick is hungry and wants to pitch his tent first before preparing
his meal. The degree of Nick’s hunger is, however, not the same due to generalization in the
TTT. Besides, the implication that Nick is defying his hunger in order to get things done in the
STT is not equally conveyed in the TTT. This generalization in the

TTT also affects the reader’s perception of Nick being famished while reading the description
that follows this transeme of making the camp. The description of making the camp (see
Appendix, pt. |, para. 24-6) expands for three paragraphs before Nick prepares his meal.

Therefore, this shift conveys the image of less hard work and patience on Nick’s part to the TT
reader than the ST’s.

Example 2.  STT: He had not eaten; since a cup of coffee, and_a ham sandwichs in the

station restaurant at St. Ignaces (pt. I, para. 32, line 2).
TTT: 8 il dasa 8 53 58l (g Lilaid g panl s pladi 5l o)) Jia g4d g2 pladall Jany ol
)P. 285(  40mie) i
ATR3: meat + sandwich
ADstt: f/c/m of ‘meat’: ham
ADttt: 0
Semantic modulation/generalization, aspectual element

As the above analysis shows, the word ham is generalized in the Arabic translation. That is
to say, the type of meat in Nick’s sandwich is not mentioned in the TTT. Even though a ham
sandwich is perceived differently in the target culture and may produce negative readership
responses, using meat instead of ham does not convey the local color manifested in the STT.
This shift in translation actually validates the full image of the traditional

American food for breakfast, namely, ham, bread and coffee.
Stylistic modulation (specification).
Example 3.  STT: He had not been unhappy: all day». (pt. I, para. 26, line 5)
TTT: )p. 283( 2113 de 5 dlais g dlailly oy ol
ATR2: complete day
ADstt: 0
ADttt: stylistic f/v of ‘complete day’: figurative language
Stylistic modulation/specification, paradigmatic element

In the previous example, a stylistic shift, particularly the paradigmatic, occurs in the translation.
Although both the STT and the TTT convey the same meaning, the TTT uses figurative
language and hence different style. The translator translated all day into 4« 4~ instead of
4a 1 JI sk . Therefore, the use of this paradigmatic element s leads to stylistic specification
in the TTT. This microshift alters the original transeme’s simple wording.
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Example 4.  STT: Nick looked down into the clear, brown watery, colored from the pebbly

bottom2, and watched the trout keeping themselves steadys in the currents with
wavering finss (pt. I, para. 2, line 3).

TTT: 7))y ol Ul Guaall jeill gliagle il 3 g gilall olall ) eli jlas
BAoiall Ledile ) Adalu g3 4Ll 3 3led ) 58 e Jadlas a5 Jad jall () galud) o

)p. 275(
ATRa: to watch + trout + to be keeping + steady
ADstt: 0
ADttt: stylistic f/v of ‘trout’: familiar synonym
Stylistic modulation/specification, naturalization

In the above example, a stylistic shift, namely in the social aspects, occurs by naturalizing a
culture-bound word that is trout. The word trout has an equivalent in the target language, yet,
the translator uses 1 sl ¢y saludl dlland instead of 435 i) el . By using the word salmon, which
is well-known in the target culture, the translator familiarizes the target readership with this
freshwater fish (i.e. trout), which is common in North America (Oxford Dictionaries). As a
result, the local color of North American Rivers is less apparent in this translation.

Example 5.  STT: In the bottle;, warmed by the sun, they were jumping in a masss

(pt. Il, para. 4, line 5).

TTT: (p 291) 314\_)J L}\‘).ui _)SSA t_\;\‘) czumaﬁ\ 3‘)\‘)3.3 12;1;‘)” ‘_g u\d\)ﬂ\ clays ui Az g

ATRz3: to be jumping + mass

ADstt: 0

ADttt: stylistic f/v of ‘mass’: repetition

Stylistic modulation/specification, syntagmatic element

In the example above, a stylistic modulation takes place due to a syntagmatic element. Because
repetition occurred in the TTT, this modulation is considered specification. In the STT,
grasshoppers are jumping altogether as one group. Whereas in the TTT, the word Ll is
repeated twice at the end of the sentence indicating that there is more than one group of
grasshoppers. Each group is jumping after the other.

Modification.
Semantic modification.
Example 1.  STT: He did not care about getting many trout (pt. 11, para. 46, line 1).
TTT: )p. 301( &S (e ST 3 5 S

ATR: negation + to care + more
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ADstt: f/c/m of ‘care’: to bother
ADttt: f/c/m of ‘care’: to want
Semantic modification
The analysis above shows that a shift takes place due to a slight semantic difference

between the verbs care and x_.. Each verb in the two transemes serves a different function. In
the STT, the verb care indicates that Nick does not worry nor think about getting many trout.

He simply does not care. The TTT, on the other hand, does not convey the same meaning.

The verb 2 in the TTT suggests that Nick is actually beyond content by the what he has
already got. In other words, he is extremely satisfied by the trout he catches.

Syntactic-semantic modification.

Example 2.  STT: There was a heavinesss, a power not to be held,, and then the bulk of

himg, as he jumpeds (pt. I1, para. 32, line 1).
TTT:.)p. 297(4leialiun 5 3 A5 Y (Al Leisf g 20iedl Ly 5 4d (o) 55 1 38 Larie
ATRa3: large size
ADstt: syntactic form of function word: then
ADittt: syntactic form of function word: and
Syntactic-semantic modification/function words

A syntactic-semantic shift occurs in the above example due to using different function words.
In the STT, the narrator orderly presents what is going on in Nick’s head. He shows three
aspects of the trout that thrills Nick: Heaviness, power and bulk. Although Nick is astonished
by heaviness and power, bulk is a striking additional one that increases his astonishment. This
is delivered by the use of the function word then. In contrast, the use of and in the TTT sets
the three aspects equally. Gradual astonishment is therefore not conveyed mutually.

Syntactic-stylistic modification.

Example 3.  STT: Not heavy, serious (pt. I, para. 35, line 6).

TTT: .(p. 286) ), oS o Jhll Jadi (S5 Al
ATR: negation + heavy + serious
ADstt: syntactic form of transeme: few elements
ADttt: syntactic form of transeme: extra elements
Syntactic-stylistic modification/explicitation

As indicated in the aspects of disjunctions of both the STT and TTT, the number of elements
conveying information is not similar. Therefore, a syntactic-stylistic shift occurs particularly
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in the TTT and thus it is of explicitation. Although the TTT is not conveying any new
information other than that in the STT, it contains more words. As a consequence,

Hemingway’s terse and colloquial style manifested in his few plain words is not fully conveyed
inthe TTT.

Syntactic-pragmatic modification.

Example 4.  STT: Across the river in the swamps, in the almost dark», he saw a mist risings

(pt. I, para. 30, line 11)
TTT: gl s AV dbiall o Dt (yo il s Ui 1 Grbaall 4a DU (8 51
)p. 284(

ATRu+2+3: OVer + river + swamp + dark + to see + mist + to be rising
ADstt: syntactic form transemes: 1+2+3

ADttt: syntactic form transemes: 2+3+1

Syntactic-pragmatic modification/thematic meaning

The shift made in the above example is syntactic-pragmatic. The structure of the TTT differs
from the STT, bringing about a change in the thematic meaning. In the STT, Hemingway uses
climatic style that is a periodic sentence where the main clause comes at the end. Hemingway
prepares the reader by providing the exact condition Nick has been in before saying that he
saw a mist rising. Whereas in the TTT, the sentence begins with the verb saw and the main
clause comes in the middle. Its presentation is changed and the sense of suspense and interest
created in the STT is accordingly affected.

Example 5.  STT: He smoothed out the sandy soil with his hand; and pulled all the sweet

fern bushes by their roots,. His hands smelled goods from the sweet
ferns (pt. I, para. 24, line 5)

TTT: Lebe onli gl o slall (i) il O a5 g kel o Y1 (5 3

. 282( S )dadl,

ATR3: hand + smell + good

ADstt: syntactic form ‘hand’: noun

ADttt: syntactic form ‘hand’: anaphoric element
Syntactic-pragmatic modification/anaphoric element

A syntactic-pragmatic shift takes place due to the presence of an anaphoric element in the
TTT. That is to say, one transeme uses an independent meaning while the other contains a
referential function. Nick’s hands smell good because of holding the sweet fern bushes and
pulling them from the ground. In the STT, it is directly stated that the good smell refers to
Nick’s hands by using the noun hands. Whereas in the TTT, the word hands is not used but
an anaphoric one instead, referring to it. This anaphoric word that is L« , in consequence, left
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the reader with two possible referents. That is unlike the STT, it is unclear whether the good
smell refers to Nick’s hands or the sweet fern after being plucked.

Mutation.
Deletion.
Example 1.  STT: He’d bets the trout was angry- (pt. 11, para. 34, line 4).
TTT: )p. 298( Feale Ll &Y
ATR1: 0
ST: He’d bet
TT:0
Mutation/deletion

In the previous example, the clause He 'd bet is deleted in the TTT. This deletion consequently
switches the direct narrator into a free indirect one. In the STT, the third person narrator
distances himself from Nick’s thoughts by saying He 'd bet. In contrast, the narrator inthe TTT
indirectly narrates Nick’s opinion by using free indirect discourse. In other words, the TTT is
blurred between the narration and the protagonist’s opinion.

Example 2. STT: Still, it was too heavy:. It was much too heavy> (pt. I, para. 7, line 4).

TTT: )p. 277( 148 (e ST S el (&1
ATR2: 0
ST: it was much too heavy.
TT:0
Mutation/deletion

The clause, it was much too heavy, is clearly deleted in the TTT as indicated in the ST above.
Heaviness here refers to the pack Nick carries along the way. Beyond that, both the repetition
of meaning and the word much indicate that Nick is internally carrying something else along
with the pack that is war trauma. Deleting this clause in consequence not just slights the
semantic emphasis, but also reduces the protagonist’s pain and suffering in carrying his pack
in addition to his disturbing memory.

Addition.
Example 3.  STT: Over the fire; he stuck a wire grill2, pushing the four legs downs into the
grounds with his boots (pt. I, para. 30, line 1).

TTT: ). ( 5e¥) ada i o 4aia o 4y 3ua¥1 8 240y Sy o] e Sadia G
284

ATR: 0
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ST: 0 TT:
iy S

Mutation/addition

In the example above, the architranseme cannot be established due to an addition in the TTT.
In both sentences, Nick is pushing the legs of the wire grill into the ground. Although the
reason for doing this is obvious, the TTT explains it by adding <% S1s. That is to say, the
narrator in this transeme is not only observing the protagonist as in the STT but also stating
Nick’s intentions. The STT, on the contrary, provides a mere description of what Nick is
doing with no interpretations.

Radical change of meaning.
Example 4.  STT: As he had walked along the road, climbingz, he had started, many
grasshopperss from the dusts (pt. I, para. 12, line 2).
TTT: 4l (o e 3kl 2 sal) a8 alae] 2L 1kl e S Ladie
)p. 278(
ATR2: 0
ST: to scare
TT: to see
Mutation/radical change of meaning

There is a radical change of meaning in TTT in comparison to the STT due to translating the
verb started into 22L& and _ski . In the STT, many grasshoppers jump suddenly out of fear as
Nick walks. Nick is the reason behind their movement from the dust. Whereas in the TTT, the
translation implies that the grasshoppers fly by themselves and not because of Nick.
Additionally, Nick is not close to the grasshoppers as in the STT but is watching them from a
distance.

Example 5.  STT: They were all going fishing: againz next summers (pt. I, para. 35, line
13).
TTT: )P, 287( speistaS pellantl sal lagen ¢ 520 s g isuall b
ATR:: repetition
ST: one more time
TT: regularly
Mutation/radical change of meaning

A mutation occurs here due to a radical change of meaning between the STT and TTT. The
architranseme between the two underlined words is repetition. That is to say, both STT and
TTT carry a similar meaning, which is of repeating the fishing trip. The number of repeating
the act of fishing is however different. The word again in the STT means that they were going
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fishing for another time, whereas the Arabic phrase ~&2=< in the TTT means that they were
going fishing over and over again at the same time every year (i.e. summer).

Answer to Q.2: What are the most frequent shifts in the Arabic translation of “Big Two-
Hearted River”?

The current section provides a detailed investigation of the frequencies of microstructural
shifts. The percentage of each type (i.e. modulation, modification and mutation) is, then,
calculated and displayed through a number of charts.

The following table (see Table 5) shows the frequencies of microstructural shifts in the
translation of the selected paragraphs in Hemingway’s short story. The table shows the
number of frequency, percentage and rank in modulation, modification and mutation along
with their subcategories:

Table 5: Frequencies of Microstructural Shifts in Al-Haloul's Translation of "'Big Two-
Hearted River"

Category Subcategory Number TOTAL Frequency Rank
Modulation Sematic modulation 28 53 14% 3
Stylistic modulation 25 13% 4
Modification Sematic modification 17 8% 6
Stylistic modification 4 2% 7
Syntactic 31 16% 2
modification 113
Syntactic-semantic
modification
Syntactic-stylistic 18 9% 5
modification
Syntacticpragmatic 43 22% 1
modification
Mutation 31 31 16% 2
Total 197 100%

As shown in the previous section and in table 5, all three types of Leuven-Zwart's
microstructural shifts are identified in the Arabic translation. Their frequency, however, is not
the same. According to the data in Table 5, modification shifts are the most frequent shifts in
the translation with a number of occurrences equals to 113 representing 57% of all the applied
shifts. Modulation shifts come second in rank with a number of occurrences equals to 53
representing 27% and finally mutation shifts with a number of occurrences equals to 31
representing 16% of all the shifts. The data represented in table 5 above is further illustrated in
the following chart:
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Modification

Figure 1. Microstructural shifts in Al-Haloul's translation of "'Big Two-Hearted River"*

The following subsections present the frequencies of the different subcategories of each type
of the three shifts that were applied in the texts of the study.

Modulation. The chart below (see figure 2) illustrates the number of occurrences and
frequency of modulation shifts, which occur second in rank in the Arabic translation. The slices
of the pie chart compare the two subcategories of modulation, namely, semantic and stylistic
modulation. The percentages of both stylistic and semantic modulation are noticeably close. In
semantic modulation, the frequency of shifts equals 53%, while in stylistic modulation it equals
47%. Semantic modulation is six points higher in occurrence than stylistic modulation.

stylistic

Figure 2 Modulation in Al-Haloul's translation of "'Big Two-Hearted River"

In order to accurately show semantic and stylistic modulation, details about each are set out in
the following tables:
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Table 6: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Semantic Modulation
(Generalization/Specification)

Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
01-f/c/m 5 18% 3

02- aspectual element 10 36% 1

03- subjective element 3 11% 4

04- concrete element 2 7% 5

05- intensive element 8 29% 2
Total 28 100%

Table 7: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Stylistic Modulation
(Generalization/Specification)

Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank

11- register element 24% 2

12- professional element 0%

13- temporal element 0%

15- culture-bound element 28% 1

N

16- syntagmatic element 24%

6
0
0
14- text-specific element 0 0%
7
6
6

17- paradigmatic element 24% 2

Total 25 100%

Modification. The chart below (see figure 3) deals with modification with its three
subcategories, that is, semantic, stylistic and syntactic modification. At first glance, it is clear
that syntactic modification shifts outnumber the other subcategories (i.e. semantic and
stylistic). Almost four-fifths of the modification shifts applied in the translation is syntactic,
whereas semantic modification is a minority, being a fifth (15%) but is larger than stylistic
modification, which is only 4%. Shifts in stylistic modification have the least number of
occurrences.

semantic

stylistic

Figure 3. Modification in Al-Haloul’s translation of *'Big Two-Hearted River™
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For more details, a table is inserted providing the number of occurrence, along with
frequencies, and rank in modification shifts:

Table 8: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Modification

Shift Type Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
Semantic modification 17 15% 2
Stylistic modification 4 4% 3
Syntactic modification 92 81% 1
Total 113 100%

The three major subcategories of modification presented in the table above (see Table 8) are
further investigated in the following tables. Each table shows the data of a single subcategory
that is semantic, stylistic and syntactic:

Table 9: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Semantic Modification

Subcategories Number of Occurrences  Frequency Rank
21- f/c/m 15 88% 1
22- aspectual element 2 12% 2
23- subjective element 0 0%

24- concrete element 0 0%

25- intensive element 0 0%

Total 17 100%

Table 10: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Stylistic Modification
Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
31- register element 4 100% 1

32- professional element 0 0%

33- temporal element 0 0%

34- text-specific element 0 0%

35- culture-bound element 0 0%

36- syntagmatic element 0 0%

37- paradigmatic element 0 0%

Total 4 100%

Table 11: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Syntactic Modification
Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
40- Syntactic-semantic 31 34% 2
modification

50- Syntactic-stylistic 18 20% 3
modification

60- Syntactic-pragmatic 43 47% 1
modification

Total 92 100%
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The pie chart below (see figure 4) is about syntactic modification. The slices of the pie
compare the three subcategories of syntactic modification: Syntactic-semantic,
syntacticstylistic and syntactic-pragmatic. Nearly a half of the syntactic shifts occurring in
the translation are syntactic-pragmatic, that is 47%. The second subcategory, syntactic
semantic, is 34% which is more than a third, whereas syntactic stylistic accounted for 20%.

syntactic -
semantic
syntactic -
pragmatic

syntactic -
stylistic

Figure 4. Syntactic modification in Al-Haloul's translation of "'Big Two-Hearted River"

To further analyze the data in the three types of syntactic modification, the researcher inserts a
table for each (i.e. syntactic-semantic, syntactic-stylistic and syntactic-pragmatic) along with
its subcategories:

Table 12: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Syntactic-Semantic Modification

Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
41- tense 2 6% 4

42- person 0 0%

43- number 5 16% 3
44- gram. class/function 10 2% 2

45- function word 14 45% 1
Total 31 100%

Table 13 : Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Syntactic-Stylistic Modification

Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
51- explicitation 16 89% 1

52- implicitation 2 11% 2
Total 18 100%
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Table 14: Number and Occurrences of Syntactic-Pragmatic Modification

Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
61- speech act 6 14% 3

62- deixis/anaphora 8 19% 2

63- thematic meaning 29 67% 1
Total 43 100%

Mutation. This pie chart (see figure 5) represents the third and last category of microstructural
shifts, that is, mutation. As shown below, the majority of mutation shifts applied in the
translation is constituted by deletion, which is approximately three quarters (i.e. 74%) in
comparison to the other two subcategories. The second large subcategory is that of radical
change of meaning, which reaches 19% while the subcategory of addition reaches only 6%.

change of
meaning

addition

Figure 5 Mutation in Al-Haloul's translation of "'Big Two-Hearted River"
The following table discloses further details on each subcategory of mutation:

Table 15: Number of Occurrences and Frequency of Mutation

Subcategories Number of Occurrences Frequency Rank
71- deletion 23 74% 1

72- addition 2 6% 3

73- radical change of 6 19% 2
meaning

Total 31 100%

To sum up, in the selected passages, there are almost 400 transemes with 200 shifts. Thus, the
average number of shifts occurring per transeme in the translation is 50%. This means that two
transemes average one shift. Based on the data in the previous tables (and figures), the
researcher concluded that syntactic modification, 92 in occurrence, is the category in which the
majority of shifts occur (see table 5), specifically syntactic-pragmatic, 43 in occurrence. In
syntactic-pragmatic modification, thematic meaning, 29 in occurrence, outnumbers the other
subcategories. Shifts in function words, 14 in occurrence, are also frequent in syntactic-
semantic modification, mostly the addition of conjunctions. Moreover, explicitation (i.e. 16
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occurrences) — a subcategory in syntactic stylistic — turns out to be more frequent than
implicitaion (i.e. 2 occurrences).

Semantic shifts, 45 in number are second in occurrence including both semantic modification
and semantic modulation (see figure 2 & 3). As for the subcategory of semantic modulation,
the frequency of specification (i.e. 17) is higher than generalization (i.e. 11), especially in
aspectual and intensive elements. Apart from this, the sematic features of the mutated elements
in deletion (23 occurrences) — the subcategory of mutation (see figure 5) — often involve
omitting repetitions for emphasis (i.e. rhetorical device) and description of details.

Answer to Q.3: What are the factors and constraints that gave rise to these shifts and
motivated and influenced the translator's decisions?

Leuven-Zwart’s model is based on the premise that "both micro- and macrostructural shifts in
translation can furnish indications of the translational norms adopted by the translator, his
interpretation of the original text and the strategy applied during the process of translation"
(Leuven Zwart, 1990, p. 69). In this section, the researcher examines the factors and constraints
that gave rise to the microstructural shifts discussed in section 4.1.1 and motivated the
translator's decisions.

One possible explanation behind the occurrence of microstructural shifts is that of language
constraint. Literal translation is sometimes possible and grammatically correct; nevertheless it
mostly results in an unidiomatic TT (Vinay & Darbelnet, 1995, as cited in Venuti, 2004).
Therefore, microstructural shifts occur in order to conform to the idiomatic constraints of the
TT. One way the translator achieves this is by recasting the order of units in the ST, for
instance:

STT: In the bottle;, warmed by the sun,, they were jumping in a masss

(pt. Il, para. 4, line 5).
ATTT: Wl L)yl 5685 il ) 20000l 5 )y Jdala 01 (8 o) yall ol (o ama g
)p. 291(
ATRu+2+3: bottle + to be warmed + sun + to be jJumping + mass

ADstt: syntactic form transemes: 1+2+3
ADttt: syntactic form transemes: 2+1+2+3

Syntactic-pragmatic modification/thematic meaning

The translator not only redistributes the syntactic elements imposed by the structure of the
target language, but also uses different words and collocations. To further illustrate this point,
an example of shift in modulation, namely synecdoche, is given below:

STT: and took some of the pull off his shoulders: by leaning his forehead.
against the wide band of the tump-lines (pt. I, para. 7, line 3).

TTT:)p. 277( 3le¥) M ol ; U 124K (e ecall Caiy of sla
ATR2: to be leaning + head

ADstt: stylistic f/v of ‘head’: part
ADttt: 0
Stylistic modulation/generalization, paradigmatic element
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In the previous example, the translator translates the word forehead (i.e. part) into head (i.e.
whole) although it is possible to use the word forehead in the target language. What motivates
him to do so is the fact that literal translation of some words and collocations would make
utterances sound unnatural and maybe awkward in the target language.

According to Venuti, readers and publishers judge a translated text acceptable:

When it reads fluently, when the absence of any linguistic or stylistic peculiarities
makes it seem transparent, giving the appearance that it reflects the foreign writer’s
personality or intention or the essential meaning of the foreign text—the appearance,
in other words, that the translation is not in fact a translation, but the “original.” The
illusion of transparency is an effect of fluent discourse, of the translator’s effort to
insure easy readability by adhering to current usage, maintaining continuous syntax,
fixing a precise meaning. (1995, p. 1)

For this reason, the translator scarifies Hemingway’s style that is remarkable by its short
sentences and simple diction for idiomatic target language. He is influenced to change the
thematic structure and to add or replace function words for Arabic language is featured by its
long sentences with linking words. An example of this is combining two sentences into one:

STT: Nick put in a pine stick as a cork:. It plugged the mouth of the bottle

enoughy, so the hoppers could not get outs and left plenty of air passages
(pt. 11, para. 4, line 5).

TTT: eend WS ol pall = 5548 50 Jgad 1y siall QiR e Aadaly dals 5l da 68 el s
P 291( 3¢ )sedl L5 e

ATRu+2: proper name + to put + pine stick + comparison: cork + to plug +
bottle + mouth ADstt: 1+2

ADttt: 2+1
Syntactic-pragmatic modification/thematic meaning

In addition, the translator uses uncommon classical Arabic words that validate Hemingway’s
simple diction. Due to this, a number of shifts in register — either modulation or modification
— take place, for example:

STT: His mouth drys, his heart downy, Nick reeled inz (pt. Il, para. 32, line 1).
TTT:)P. 297( 3580 4 saga colall (g3l ¢pel 55l ) 3 Sl el laf
ATR1: dry + mouth

ADstt: 0
ADttt: stylistic f/v of ‘dry’: formal, solemn
Stylistic modulation/specification, register element

As shown in the example above, his mouth dry is translated into &sll saba . The word dry in
English is not as familiar as the word b= in Arabic. Another factor behind the use of
microstructural shifts is psycholinguistic. According to Broeck and Lefevere (1979),
translators are more concerned with interpretation. That is to say, translators have concerns
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regarding the text being inaccessible, incomprehensible and sometimes even illogical to the
target readership (as cited in Leuven-Zwart, 1990). Therefore, microstructural shifts take place
in the hope to ease these concerns.

Interpretative concerns, which indicate the translator’s faithfulness to the content of the
translated work, influence the translator to expose the foreign fictional world as much as
possible (Broeck & Lefevere, 1979, as cited in Leuven-Zwart, 1990). This exposure is
achieved by microstructural shifts including explicitation, addition and specification.

Explicitation in the following example illustrates this point:

STT: He could have wired for money (pt. I, para. 35, line 8). TTT:
Jp. 286( J s Al ) sls o () L allay 48 5y s o ) 4dlSals S

ATR: to be able to + to wire + money

ADstt: syntactic form of transeme: few elements
ADttt: syntactic form of transeme: extra elements
Syntactic-stylistic modification/explicitation

Although both transemes have the same informative value, the number of elements is doubled
in the TTT in order to make the meaning clearer to the target reader.

Moreover, the foreign fictional world can be unlocked for the target reader with the help of
concrete and appealing words and expressions (Broeck & Lefevere, 1979, as cited in Leuven-
Zwart, 1990). An example of this would be:

STT: Nick had one good trout (pt. II, para. 46, line 1). TTT:)p.
301(33&;‘53)§JS¢MJU}A&M2\SM@JJMDM\E

ATR: proper name + to have + trout + good

ADstt: 0

ADttt: f/c/m of ‘trout’: +big

Semantic modulation/specification, concrete element

The translator’s interpretation of the good trout is seen in the addition of the word 3_S which
adds a physical aspect to it that is big size. Additionally, the translator interprets trout by
translating it into ¢, () sl 4Saus instead of 43,5  Specification, to name another example,
expresses the translator’s interpretive concerns as shown in the following example:

STT: 1t made a good ending to the story (pt. I, para. 36, line 1).

TTT: )p. 287( 3 il sl e Gy i

ATR: to make + end + good + story
ADstt: 0
ADttt: f/c/m of ‘good’: happy

Semantic modulation/specification, aspectual element
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By specification, the translator interprets the word good which is a very frequent word in the
original story, and replaces it with sa=s . According to Schleiermacher (1813), a translator
either leaves the reader in peace and moves the writer towards the reader, or the reverse. The
former tends to be more applicable to the translator in “Big Two-Hearted River” who moves
Hemingway towards the target reader by his interpretation and explanation. He does not
demand the target reader to do a great deal of effort in order to grasp possible meanings. This
can be manifested in the slightest forms of shifts such as the addition of function words:

STT: At the edge of the meadows . . . Nick looked down the river at the trout
rising (pt. I, para. 23, line 4).

TTT oo ) snasi g bl llad (5 30 (81 sl Y 1z ol sy s
)p. 281(

ATRu.+2: satellite of location: meadow edge + proper name + to look + river +
trout + to be rising

ADstt: syntactic form of transemes: disaffirmation

ADttt: syntactic form of transemes: affirmation

Syntactic-semantic modification/function word

What is more, using footnotes further illustrates this point. Consider the following translation,
for instance:

They called Hop’s girl the Blonde Venus (pt. I, para. 35, line 9).
). 286 (5! 2l (s 51 Led sally 88 o g8 20 IS

The translator adds additional information — in the footnote section — to the above translation
defining Venus:

IP. 286(. Je> e[ Qo vie Jlaall s cand Al (e 528

Cultural differences are the third factor the translator considers when applying shifts.
According to Venuti, “translation wields enormous power in constructing representations of
foreign cultures” (2002, p. 31). The translator is aware of cultural differences and their effect
on the target audience. Accordingly, microstructural shifts take place to fulfill cultural
functions, for example:

STT: Nick got out a bottle of tomato catchup: and cut four slices of bread,

(pt. 1, para. 30, line 5).
TTT:.)P. 284( 25050 (e ) 38 gl il o ¢gadalalall CulilS (e dile &l = HA]

ATR1: Proper name + to get out + bottle + tomato catchup

ADstt: 0
ADttt: stylistic f/v of * tomato catchup’: English word

Stylistic modulation/specification, exotization
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The word catchup in the STT is translated into &3S . The translator uses the same word as the
original although it has an equivalence in the target language that is “ala . He exoticizes
catchup in order to provide specific information about the original culture at that time. Even
the term itself (i.e. catchup) is old-fashioned for ketchup (Oxford Dictionaries). In the early
20" century, catchup was a new processed condiment that depicts modern food culture.

Without shifting, the target reader might not know catchup existed in 1925. Contrariwise,
translations are sometimes “erased by suppressing...cultural differences of the foreign text”
(Venuti, 2002, p. 31). The translator conceals some aspects in the translation by generalization
or omission in order to secure the foreign culture acceptance and to get a similar response as
that of the original reader. An example of this would be:

STT: He had not eaten; since a cup of coffee;_and a ham sandwichs in the
station restaurant at St. Ignaces (pt. I, para. 32, line 2).

TTT: b kil ddasa 8 35 58l (e Llaid g 2aal 3 phad 5 gk o die 148 g aladall Jay A

)P. 285( 40w ) s

ATR3: meat + sandwich

ADstt: f/c/m of ‘meat’: ham

ADttt: 0

Semantic modulation/generalization, aspectual element

The translation above is clearly inspired by the translator’s religious and cultural outlook. He
generalizes the word ham since meat derived from pigs — including bacon and ham — is
forbidden to eat in the Islamic culture. Moreover, the negative connotations evoked by the word
ham in the target culture do not exist in the original. By generalizing the word ham into meat,
the target reader’s response to Nick’s breakfast would be almost the same as the original reader
with no connotations evoked.

Another cultural consideration the translator bears in mind when translating is bringing the
cultures in contact even closer by mediating the gap between them. He adds information that
does not exist in the original text but known for the original reader. To be more precise, the
translator provides the target reader with a background of the foreign culture such as kinds of
birds and names of rivers. English proper names, for instance, are translated instead of being
simply transcribed as this example illustrates:

STT: He would get a yacht; and they would all cruise along the north shore of

Lake Superior, (pt. I, para. 35, line 14).
TTT )p 287( Quaj‘ 3)5134” ‘_ALA-AIJ‘ ZSEL‘SJ\ djjﬂ ‘;g \&A L.J} e 33 %) 1\:‘-&:‘ Lf - :~.~ "

ATR2: to cruise + shore + north + Lake Superior

ADstt: 0
ADttt: stylistic f/v of ‘Lake Superior’: Arabic name

Stylistic modulation/specification, naturalization
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Lake Superior —a culture-bound element — is naturalized by translating it into L/ 5 s/ This
naturalization clearly facilitates the target reader’s understanding. The target reader now knows
the meaning of one of the lake names in the foreign country. Besides, he knows the location of
Lake Superior as the translator adds a footnote about it:

1S (g 5 Lagrs Lamada las JSS a5 sl s 55 i (Y 5 (e Sl ) Liladl B ] it
Jp. 287(" e Sl
The Descriptive Model

In this section, the second component of Leuven-Zwart’s model, the descriptive model is
applied focusing on the effects of microstructural shifts identified earlier (in section 4.1) on the
macrostructural levels of discourse and story. It gives an answer to the fourth research question:
What are the effects of microstructural shifts that occurred through the translation on
macrostructural levels? The researcher in this section describes the influence of microstructural
shifts with respect to Halliday’s (1973) three functions (i.e. interpersonal, ideational and
textual) as they operate on the story and discourse levels. To give a systematic account of this
influence, the categories of microstructural shifts that show high frequency and consistency
are linked with the constituent parts of the macrostructure.

The story level. In this section, the researcher describes the three functions in both the original
text and its Arabic translation as they operate on the story level.

Interpersonal function. As discussed in an earlier chapter (section 2.3.2), the way the
interpersonal function operates on the story level determines focalization (Leuven-Zwart,
1989). The focalizor is the medium effecting focalization, that is, the point of view from which
the fictional world is presented. Focalization in both the original story and its Arabic translation
is realized by an external focalizor. The focalizor in both texts is an anonymous person outside
the fictional world who is offering the reader the view of a fictional character. In other words,
the external focalizor gives account of a character-bound point of view. In the story, the
external focalizor is looking at the protagonist, Nick, with distant lens. This is suggested by
the following example from the ST and its Arabic translation:

“Nick sat down beside the fire and lifted the frying pan off. He poured about half the
contents out into the tin plate” (pt. I, para. 30, line 6).

e Gl (o 830 il giae Caal (e ot L S eluliall (e 8318l a8 ) A8 ¢ Ul cailan eli st

)p. 284" (puinal

The focalizor in the ST and the TT is, however, not always looking at Nick with distant eyes.
To a certain degree, the focalizor is involved in the fictional world identifying himself with
Nick and the events he observes as the following example shows:

“He had not eaten since a cup of coffee and a ham sandwich in the station restaurant at
St. Ignace. It had been a very fine experience” (pt. I, para. 32, line 2). . 485 alakall Jin ol
u.n’ur_\ [GYTI @ ‘)Lkﬂ\ dlasa ?:_ka Lé B}@ﬁ\ e Liland g e;j EJ:\L.& dj\_ﬁ Ui A" )p 285" (olA il
Axdl A s

The sentence, It had been a very fine experience and its Arabic translation 4=3l ) 4 a3 38 ilS s
Nick’s opinion. In such an example, the focalizor is freely and indirectly narrating from inside
Nick’s mind.
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Ideational function. Another function, which operates on the story level, is the ideational.
The way in which the ideational function operates on the story level determines the image of
the fictional world offered to the reader (Leuven-Zwart, 1989). The image of the fictional world
offered to the reader of "Big Two-Hearted River" is concrete in the sense that the information
or descriptions given in the story most often concerns concrete aspects such as mass, color and
number. This is true of both the original text and its Arabic translation as the following example
shows:

“They were not the big grasshoppers with yellow and black or red and black wings
whirring out from their black wing sheathing as they fly up. These were just ordinary
hoppers, but all a sooty black in color” (pt. I, para. 12, line 3).

3aac ) A3 A o3 gl 5 o) yaadl gl ela gl 5 o) yiall daial 3 s Sl calal jall @l e (S5 Q1"
JP. 278( Masml (a5 3 dgale il ya S ke Ladie |3 51 610 gl Lginia

While the image of the fictional world in both texts is generally concrete, it gets abstract in
some occasions. This means that it communicates or conveys information about Nick's inner
and psychological aspects. An example is given below:

“Already there was something mysterious and homelike” (pt. I, para. 26, line 4).
P. 283" (U= satll 5 AV (e o5 llia S

According to Leuven-Zwart (1989), the ideational function is "closely related” (p. 174) to the
interpersonal function since both are concerned with focalization. It follows that the
information given about the fictional world (being the object of focalization) simultaneously
gives the reader information about the focalizor himself (being the medium effecting
focalization) (1989). The image of the fictional world in “Big Two-Hearted River” and its
translation can be both subjective and objective. It is subjective in the way it presents the
protagonist’s emotions, judgments and opinions; and objective when it describes his actions
from a distance. An example of this integration of subjectivity and objectivity would be:

“Nick looked at the burned-over stretch of hillside, where he had expected to find the
scattered houses of the town and then walked down the railroad track to the bridge over
the river” (pt. I, para. 2, line 1).

o Dl i 3 imaa) alil g 5 O Jaly OIS G iagl) i (g0 G gl el ) ol s
OP. 275" (el (st madl ) Jasa 5 sl A

While the sentences above describe Nick’s action, they contain some subjectivity, which is
seen in Nick’s expectation to find the scattered houses. This subjective-objective presentation
of the events and characters in the story accordingly gives a subjective-objective image of the
fictional world. It also provides information about the focalizor who is sometimes involved in
the fictional world, while at other times, distant observing Nick’s moves.

Textual function. The textual function as it operates on the story level, as explained in an
earlier chapter (section 2.3.2), is responsible for determining "fictional sequencing" (Leuven-
Zwart, 1989, p. 174), that is, the order in which events take place in the fictional world. In “Big
Two-Hearted River”, the most common type of fictional sequencing is the chronological
sequencing. The events of the story are presented in the order in which they occurred. Readers
thus follow the protagonist’s fishing trip in the order it happened in fiction. The sequencing of
fictional events in the ST and the TT is maintained throughout the translation as the following
example illustrates:
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“Nick stood up on the log, holding his rod, the landing net hanging heavy, then stepped
into the water and splashed ashore. He climbed the bank and cut up into the woods,
toward the high ground” (pt. II, para. 65, line 1).

laald clal (& Gl a3 Al i apall 4805 5 45 jlia Lany cluey s 5 13l e eli "
)P. 305" (R yall (s ¥ ) Lgania Alall (3 yia) o5 ddal) 3lus oLl

Because standing up on the log occurred prior to stepping into the water and climbing the bank,
standing up on the log is presented before the others.

Leuven-Zwart suggests that the moment the reader is given information about certain events is
an important factor in fictional sequencing. This makes the operation of the textual factor on
the story level largely dependent on the way the interpersonal function — the focalizor — is
achieved (1989). As stated earlier, the focalizor in Hemingway's "Big TwoHearted River"
assumes limited omniscient. Limited omniscient narrators reveal the thoughts of a single
character and present the other characters externally (Morner & Rausch, 1998). The focalizor
in "Big Two-Hearted River" and its translation presents the fictional world from the
protagonist’s perspective, and the information given about the other character, Hopkins, is also
in accordance with Nick’s. Therefore, the focalizor may withhold some information from the
reader including the story’s events and the character’s unspoken thoughts and motives. It
follows that the reader is less informed than the character, Nick. One example of withholding
information about certain events is the unstated information about

Nick’s war trauma and his friend Hopkins.

The discourse level. This section discusses the operation of the three functions —
interpersonal, ideational and textual — on the discourse level of both the ST and the TT.

Interpersonal function. This function is fulfilled by the narrator who, by using the medium
of language, gives the reader an account of what he perceives as a focalizor in the fictional
world (Leuven-Zwart, 1989). It may be noted that a narrator is always a focalizor, but a
focalizor is not always a narrator (1989). The identity of the narrator is crucial in determining
the operation of the interpersonal function on the discourse level. The interpersonal function
in both Hemingway's “Big Two-Hearted River” and its Arabic translation is fulfilled by an
external narrator who does not belong to the fictional world but gives an account of the events
and characters. This is illustrated in the following example:

“He spilled the coffee out of the pot and shook the grounds loose into the fire. He lit a
cigarette and went inside the tent. He took off his shoes and trousers, sitting on the
blankets, rolled the shoes up inside the trousers for a pillow and got in between the
blankets” (pt. I, para. 36, line 3).

o eclgladl o uday oo 5 iy g oelia ald Aadll Jaa 5 jlae Jrdl Ul 8 J& 53 5680 G3) 1"
DP. 287" (laitdad) (el & il g Lagia Jaa g ealdaly Jala oplia Lia

The narrator, as a mediator between the reader and the fictional world, is invisible and absent
since he does not reveal his opinions and emotions in telling the story but merely reports what
he sees. In both texts, the narrator is close to the reader and at remote from the fictional world.
Both the reader and the narrator are outsiders in relation to that world and are looking at the
events taking place from a distance. Hence, the gap between the narrator and the reader is
narrow while the gap between the narrator and the fictional world is wide.
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Ideational function. Following Fowler, Leech and Short (1981), Leuven-Zwart refers to the
ideational function on the discourse level as the mind style or the style that is typical for a
certain view of the fictional world (1989). In other words, the semantic choices used to express
the image of the fictional world should linguistically reflect the view or focalization of that
world. An example of a concrete vision in the story would be:

“Now the stream was shallow and wide. There were trees along both banks. The trees
of the left bank made short shadows on the current in the afternoon sun” (pt. I, para.
46, line 1).

5 (5 ol Aial) Slal S apila (e 4r cind i) il L je s o () el anal
Jp. 301" (GAA\ e Léﬁ ol e 3 yuaall LedSUa,

The view here is physical. It is semantically realized by concrete physical descriptions such as
wide stream, short shadows of the trees and afternoon sun. The semantic choices expressing it
consequently correspond to this vision and are hence concrete. An example of emotional vision
is:

“Already there was something mysterious and homelike. Nick was happy as he crawled
inside the tent. He had not been unhappy all day” (pt. I, para. 26, line 4).

Aulailly jedy ol Aeadl Jals eaty st Balandly @i gl geddl g 281N (g g b llin (S
)P. 283" (13 4s 53 Alas

The view or focalization in the example above clearly concentrates on emotions. Hence, the
semantic choices (i.e. homelike, happy and unhappy) used to express the focalization of

Nick’s feelings match this emotionally charged view.

The view — focalization — in “Big Two-Hearted River” and its translation concentrates for the
most part on physical aspects of the fictional world. It follows that the semantic choices made
by Hemingway, being in correspondence with this vision, are physical and concrete. The
following example involves a physical description of the trout’s texture:

“He had wet his hand before he touched the trout, so he would not disturb the delicate
mucus that covered him. If a trout was touched with a dry hand, a white fungus attached
the unprotected spot” (pt. 11, para. 24, line 1).

A il 3y CuneY L 13 45y (58 )0 dalaall W gl Gunay Y (S ASad) Guadly o J o2y QL 38 S
JP- 296 (Aeall de 5 yiall dabaiall aales (a1 ki (ld () galu

Although the view of the fictional world in the ST and the TT is mainly physical, there are
occasions when focalization is colored by feelings and opinions resulting in emotionally
charged and subjective semantic choices. This can be illustrated by the following example that
presents Nick’s opinion about his friend, Hopkins:

“It should be straight Hopkins all the way. Hop deserved that. He was a very serious
coffee drinker. He was the most serious man Nick had ever known. Not heavy, serious”
(pt. 1, para. 35, line 4).

e ST 058 IS 5 sl oy B ok Sty OIS 63 Gt 4] Al i 558 i B 43
. 286" (L OIS i« Ui 0S5 ol An ol
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Textual function. The textual function operating on the discourse level is responsible for the
syntactic ordering that is based on the two principles of segmentation and cohesion.
Segmentation is the way “the information is divided into sentences, clauses and phrases” (p.
178); while cohesion refers to the way they are linked together (Leuven-Zwart,

1989). A common type of segmentation in “Big Two-Hearted River” and its translation is that
of chronological or of syntactic iconicity as Leech and Short described it (1981, as cited in
Leuven-Zwart, 1989). That is to say, the syntactic ordering in the story runs parallel to the
order of events taking place in the fictional world, for example:

“In the morning the sun was up and the tent was starting to get hot. Nick crawled out
under the mosquito netting stretched across the mouth of the tent, to look at the
morning. The grass was wet on his hands as he came out. He held his trousers and his
shoes in his hands” (pt. II, para. 1, line 1).

)P. 290" (sslaa s aAlldais J 55z yau 585 4 o aliall A5k paal Zlaall )l ST daal)

Another prominent type of segmentation in the story is presentational where the important
information in a sentence is postponed to the end, for example:

“As he smoked, his legs stretched out in front of him, he noticed a grasshopper walk
along the ground and up onto his woolen sock™ (pt. I, para. 12, line 1).

DP. 278" (b small 4 sa Blasii o5 i Y e i 83 a (sl el Gl saaa sl s DAL OIS Latn 5"

The other principle of syntactic ordering is that of cohesion, which is brought about with
either a referring or linking function (Leuven-Zwart, 1989). An example of a referring
function in both texts:

“He could have wired for money. That would have been too slow” (pt. I, para. 35, line
8).

JP- 286" (Jstars sa¥) (S el a1 ad | shas 3 O L lday 4 53 Jo a0 Sl 8"

A referring function is achieved in the above example by the demonstrative pronoun that Y/,
The other function that establishes cross-reference is the linking function such as:

“When he had the ground smooth, he spread his three blankets™ (pt. I, para. 24, line 7).
)P, 282" () aslpllay de ¢y sise (ia Y] Ciagal Ladic "

In the sentence above, a linking function is achieved by the subordinating conjunction when
Ladie |

Answer to Q.4: What are the effects of microstructural shifts that occurred through the
Arabic translation of Hemingway's "'Big Two-Hearted River' on macrostructural levels?

It is Leuven-Zwart's (1990) idea that in translations of narrative prose, microstructural shifts
may affect the three functions discussed earlier — the interpersonal, ideational, and textual — as
they operate on the story and discourse levels. In the present section, the researcher discusses
and illustrates the macrostructural shifts occurring in the Arabic translation of "Big Two-
Hearted River" due to frequent and consistent occurrences of microstructural shifts.

44


http://www.eajournals.org/

Published by European Centre for Research Training and Development UK (www.eajournals.org)

Syntactic-semantic modification/function words. Due to frequent and consistent occurrence
of syntactic-semantic modification in function words, a macrostructural shift with respect to
the textual function operating on the discourse level takes place. As a result, cohesion —
particularly the linking function — is affected. The ST uses fewer coordinating and
subordinating conjunctions, whereas the TT uses way more of these elements. Therefore,
frequent addition and replacement of function words cause a shift in the degree of explicitness
through which cohesion is achieved. Evidence for this is clearly seen in the example below:

“Nick did not care about fishing that hole. He was sure he would get hooked in the
branches” (pt. I, para. 49, line 1).

P. 301" (hm V) o (3lacss 4y L5 (IS ¥ 3 inll o2 (8 dall Lsaaia ol (S5 "
Another example of adding a function word is:
“The road climbed steadily. It was hard work walking up-hill” (pt. I, para. 7, line 9).
JP. 277" (8L Sae duiagll 3 sra dran Lo Ly )0 ol 3 (33 yhall IS
The translation thus becomes more logical and coherent in comparison to the ST.

Syntactic-pragmatic modification/thematic meaning. Apart from microstructural shifts in
function words, there is a high degree of frequency and consistency of microstructural shifts
in the thematic meaning, syntactic-pragmatic modification, causing a macrostructural shift to
occur. To be more precise, the structuring of transeme elements in the translation is different
from the original text in terms of both word order and emphasis. The presentational
segmentation for which Hemingway is notorious, for instance, is not always maintained in the
Arabic translation as the following example shows:

“From the time he had gotten down off the train and the baggage man had thrown his
pack out of the open car door things had been different” (pt. I, para. 8, line 1).

)P 277( "z siall A yall Gl e 43 e el Jale a5 Ul (e 5 0 de ddlina ) gaY) a8

In the translation, the main clause, things had been different, is not delayed to the end as in the
ST but advanced to the beginning. This, accordingly, results in a different syntactic
segmentation, creating less interest for the target reader in comparison to the original.

Another example of changing the syntactic ordering in the TT is:

“Nick knew that by the time he was through with breakfast they would be as lively as
ever” (pt. 11, para. 4, line 1).

JP. 291" (LY (e gty Lalls 33 sgnall Ay son dpmsas 403 &l Ca e

Once more, the most important information in the predicate, they would be as lively as ever,
that comes at the end of the sentence in the ST is moved to the beginning in the TT. In the ST,
the reason for being lively is presented before the final important point is made making it more
persuasive than the TT.

Syntactic-stylistic modification/explicitation. Microstructural shifts in syntactic-stylistic
modification, namely explicitation is also frequent and consistent in the translation. The
information in both the ST and the TT is the same but the number of words is different in the

45


http://www.eajournals.org/

Published by European Centre for Research Training and Development UK (www.eajournals.org)

TT. Hence, microstructural shifts in explicitation bear upon the textual function operation on
the discourse level. It increases the degree of explicitness as the following example shows:

“He wondered how long they would stay that way” (pt. I, para. 12, line 9).
)P, 279" (<8 Jhins e Y o s 3 Jelusy

The verb wondered is translated into three elements, s = & Jelusi instead of simply Jslus. Both
wondered and e_» 4 Jsls3 do not have the same quantity of elements though they provide the
same informative value. The degree of explicitness is increased for o~ & shows that
wondering is done internally rather than verbally. Another example of explicitation:

“He was excited but serious” (pt. I, para. 35, line 15).

)P. 287( 4l ) Ao Undlas Jh 43S Lagine S

A single word, serious, is translated into a group of words, 43, e Wilse 3 although it is
possible to translate it into W_ . Both transemes do not deliver new information. Yet, the

TTT is more explicit in the way it justifies the two opposing emotions.

Syntactic modification. While these macrostructural shifts in cohesion, explicitation and
syntactic ordering caused by micro- shifts in function words, thematic meaning and
explicitation affect the textual function operating on the discourse level, it does not affect the
textual function operating on the story level. Furthermore, these macrostructural shifts affect
the interpersonal function on the discourse level by causing a shift in the narrator’s attitude
towards the target readership. Shifts in function words, thematic meaning, and explicitation
are of the highest frequencies in their subcategories: Syntactic-semantic, syntactic pragmatic
and syntactic-stylistic modification. They stem from syntactic modification, which constitutes
81% of shifts in modification — where more than half of the microstructural shifts in the
translation occur (see section 4.1.2). As a result, the relationship between the reader and the
narrator is affected. The narrator in the Arabic translation appears to be more interpretive and
explanatory and hence closer to the reader than in the original text. In other words, the gap
between the narrator and the reader is smaller than in the original. The following example
illustrates this point by showing both an addition of a function word and a change in thematic
meaning, namely from passive to active:

“With the tent unpacked and spread on the ground, the pack, leaning against a jack pine,

looked much smaller” (pt. I, para. 25, line 2).
o ) 3 S I Al s IS i a1 o L g Rl e st AT
)p. 282" (Lisua
In the TT, the narrator attempts to make the sentence more reasonable by adding the Arabic
function word < , which explains why the pack looked smaller. Moreover, the thematic
meaning in the translation is changed from passive to active. This consequently shifts the focus

from the pack, the object, towards Nick, the doer, making the sentence sounds less abstract to
the target reader. Another example to illustrate this point:

“Anything that size would be angry. That was a trout” (pt. 11, para. 34, line 4).

)p 298(" ;U::ﬁ) O galis A8an nﬂlﬁi_ Cllaru e;;]\ Jagn "G‘I’ Lﬁi"
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The addition of and in the TT justifies the trout being in anger. Explicitation, to name another
example, illustrates the effected reader-narrator relationship as follows:

“He could have wired for money” (pt. I, para. 35, line 8).
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Wired for money is translated into a larger number of elements. Despite the fact that the TTT
delivers the same information in the STT, the narrator appears to be more interpretive and
explanatory inthe TTT.

Semantic modulation/specification. Apart from syntactic modification, there are other
micro- shifts that occur in the translation, though are not consistent and frequent enough to
cause a macrostructural shift. These are shifts in the category of semantic modulation, which
makes considerable appearance in the translation with the potential of affecting the ideational
function on the discourse level. The ideational function on the discourse level (i.e. the semantic
choices used to express the image of the fictional world) is not always maintained in the
translation. This, again, does not cause an actual shift but rather shows a tendency towards
specification in the TT. Although the semantic choices made by the translator tend to be more
specific in comparison to the ones made by the author of ST, they are not frequent and
consistent enough to bring about a shift in the mind style. Semantic modulation/specification
in the translation mostly occurs in two sub-categories: Aspectual elements and intensive
elements. These occurrences, if frequent and consistent, could cause the mind style to be
overstated. This can be shown through the following shift in the intensive element:

“His muscles ached and the day was hot, but Nick felt happy” (pt. I, para. 7, line 9).
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Specification in aspectual elements, to name another example, could also lead to an overstated
mind style:

“Nick did not like to fish with other men on the river. Unless they were of your party,
they spoiled it” (pt. 11, para. 24, line 5).
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Table 16. Systematic Connections between Micro- and Macrostructural Shifts in the
Translation of “Big Two-Hearted River”

MICROSTRUCTURAL MACROSTRUCTURAL SHIFTS
SHIFTS

DISCOURSE LEVEL STORY LEVEL
FUNCTIONS FUNCTIONS
ideat. text. interp. ideat. text. interp.

Semantic modulation

Stylistic modulation

Sematic modification

Stylistic modification

Syntactic modification

47


http://www.eajournals.org/

Published by European Centre for Research Training and Development UK (www.eajournals.org)

syntactic-semantic
modification;  function X X
words

syntactic-stylistic X X
modification;
explicitation

syntactic-pragmatic
modification;  thematic X X
meaning

Mutation

The translator makes explicitations, changes the structure of the fictional world and
rationalizes vague and implicit conjunctions and links between actions in an attempt to make
the text more digestible for the target reader. As a result, the narrator’s attitude is close to the
reader than in the original text. This tendency towards explanation (i.e. function words in
syntactic semantic modification, thematic meaning in syntactic pragmatic modification and
explicitation in syntactic-stylistic modification), according to Broeck and Lefevere (1979),
might eventually result in "overexposure” and an "overexpressive" text (as cited in
LeuvenZwart, 1990, p. 90).

The application of the comparative-descriptive model does not only show possible disjunctions
between “Big Two-Hearted River” and its translation but also the degree of deviation between
them. Leuven-Zwart suggests that extremely high percentage of microstructural shifts, that is
more than 200%, indicates a major macrostructural difference between the two texts. On the
other hand, a low percentage of shifts, that is less than 40%, would represent a small deviation
from the original text (Leuven-Zwart, 1990). Applying her method on the translated story, “Big
Two-Hearted River”, reveals that the macrostructural levels are not much affected for the
percentage of shifts (i.e. 50%) is not high enough to do so. This suggests that the translation
does not deviate considerably from the original.

In conclusion, the chapter dealt with the application of Leuven-Zwart’s two-part model on “Big
Two Hearted River” and its translation by Al-Haloul. In the beginning of this chapter, the
researcher thoroughly identified and analyzed the types of microstructural shifts in the
translation in addition to their frequencies. By carrying out this analysis, the researcher justified
the occurrence of microstructural shifts on the part of the translator in the TT. The other half
of the chapter gave a complete description of the three language functions on two text levels
(i.e. story and discourse), and then provided an account of the microstructural influence on
macro levels.
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CHAPTER 5: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

This chapter provides a summary of the findings, limitations in addition to suggestions and
recommendations concerning the application of translation shifts and shift analysis in
translation especially between apparently discrepant linguistic systems.

Conclusions

The present study aimed to examine the types and frequencies of Leuven-Zwart's
microstructural shifts — modulation, modification and mutation — in Al-Haloul’s Arabic
translation of Hemingway’s two-part tale “Big Two-Hearted River”. The analysis of the study
sample came in response to the questions of the study concerning the types and frequencies of
Leuven-Zwart’s microstructural shifts applied in the translation of an English narrative text
into Arabic; considering the factors and constraints that motivated them; the influence of
microstructural shifts on the macrostructure of the narrative text; and the appropriateness of
the model for describing shifts in an English to Arabic narrative text.

The findings of the study revealed that all Leuven-Zwart’s microstructural shifts were applied
in the translation of an English narrative text into Arabic but in different frequencies. The study
included modulation shifts, modification shifts and mutation shifts. The most frequent
translation shifts were the modification shifts representing 57% of all the investigated shifts.
This high rate of frequency was a result of consistent micro- shifts in syntactic modification
representing 81% of all modification shifts. The syntactic-pragmatic/ thematic meaning was
the most frequent kind of syntactic modification shifts; the syntacticstylistic/explicitation shift
came second in rank; and the syntactic-semantic modification/function words came third.
Apart from modification shifts, modulation shifts represented 27% of all shifts investigated.
The percentage of stylistic modulation, 47%, and semantic modulation, 53%, was noticeably
close with specification in both subcategories outnumbered generalization. The last type of
Leuven-Zwart’s shifts was mutation, which represented 16% of all shifts. Most of the shifts in
mutation were due to deletion representing 74%. Radical change of meaning came second with
19%, and lastly addition, 6%.

Another significant finding was related to the factors and constraints that gave rise to the
occurrence and frequencies of microstructural shifts. The researcher came to the conclusion
that micro shifts took place for three reasons. First, structure constraints imposed by the target
language caused the translator to adjust the structure of the translation in accordance with the
rules and grammar of the TL. Thus, shifts were applied in order to produce as much natural
translation as possible. The study also showed that the translator was concerned about the
translation being incomprehensible or inaccessible enough to the target reader. The occurrence
of shifts (explicitation, naturalization, specification and so forth) in the translation was, thus,
necessary to achieve comprehensibility and to reduce the linguistic and cultural disparities
between the two languages. Additionally, microstructural shifts occurred to fulfill cultural
functions either by using different words and expressions to mediate the gap between the two
cultures, or otherwise to convey the local color of the original.

Another main finding of this study was the investigation of macrostructural shifts with regard
to both the textual and interpersonal functions as they operate on the discourse level. The
findings of the study revealed that consistent and frequent microstructural shifts in thematic
meaning, which relates to the structuring of elements in transemes, increase the degree of
explicitness in the TT with the consequence of a more cohesive text. Another significant
finding that emerged from this study was that the addition of extra elements in transemes, that
is explicitation, also increases the degree of explicitness in the TT. Accordingly, a shift was
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observed in the interpersonal function on the discourse level affecting the attitude of the target
text narrator. In comparison to the ST, the narrator tended to be more interpretive and
explanatory. Shifts in function words, to name another finding, maintained consistency and
hence resulted in a macrostructural shift in the degree of explicitness through which cohesion
is achieved. These findings suggest that the translation is more logical and coherent than the
original.

Generally speaking, the findings of the study are in agreement with some of the findings of
Leuven-Zwart’s corpus (Dutch translations of Spanish and Spanish-American fictional prose
from 1960 to 1985), which reached the conclusion that the translator prioritizes producing a
comprehensible, idiomatic and acceptable text over “the distinguishing features of the original
text” (Leuven-Zwart, 1990, p. 94). Moreover, the findings of this study give support to Leuven-
Zwart’s hypothesis that there is a general tendency towards explanation and specification in
her investigated target texts. Finally, the analysis of the texts of the study revealed the
appropriateness of the model for the analysis of translation shifts in Arabic translations of
English fictional texts.

Limitations of the Study

The findings in this study are subject to a number of limitations. These limitations are related
to the complexity of the model as partly acknowledged by Leuven-Zwart (1989) herself and
others such as Munday (2001). The major complexity refers to the taxonomies of the
comparative model which contains eight categories comprising 37 subcategories, not all
allocated and clearly defined. The second limitation lies in the fact that it is difficult to track
all shifts occurring on the micro structure in a full text especially a long one. Another limitation,
as indicated by Munday, is that using the ATR as an equivalent measure may contain some
subjectivity on the part of the analyst (2001). The last limitation refers to the statistical
matching of microshift categories with language functions and text levels since it does not
discriminate between the relative importance of each category (Munday, 2001).

Suggestions of the Study

The current study provides the following suggestions for future research. To begin with, it is
of vital importance to incorporate the study of translation shifts into curriculum at universities
in order to raise awareness of shifts’ micro and macro effect. Students and future translators
would be more cautious and conscious in making shifts bearing in mind their positive and
negative consequences in TTs. They would ultimately be more creative at maintaining a
balance between achieving linguistic idiomaticness and faithful rendering.

Recommendations for Further Research

Finally, it is recommended to apply Leuven-Zwart’s model to a number of translations of
literary texts between English and Arabic to determine the appropriateness of the model for
Arabic-English and English-Arabic translations and to make generalizations regarding
translators’ tendencies and norms. It would be also interesting to employ the model to
compare two or more translations of the same literary work especially if they belong to
different time periods taking into account possible contextual factors. More broadly, further
research might determine whether it is possible to translate with no macrostructural shifts
to occur and to what extent the target text considered a successful translation attempt.
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List of Abbreviations

ST source text

TT target text

SL source language

TL target language

STT source-text transeme
TTT target-text transeme
ATR architranseme

AD aspects of disjunction
ADstt aspects of disjunction in a
ADttt source-text transeme
fiv

form/class/mode formula
form or variant
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APPENDIX

Selected Passages from Hemingway’s “Big Two-Hearted River” and Al-Haloul’s Translation

Para. no.

BIG TWO-HEARTED RIVER

OLB Al s g8

Part |

Nick looked at the burned-over stretch of
hillside, where he had expected to find the
scattered houses of the town and then
walked down the railroad track to the bridge
over the river. The river was there. It swirled
against the log spiles of the bridge. Nick
looked down into the clear, brown water,
colored from the pebbly bottom, and
watched the trout keeping themselves steady
in the current with wavering fins. As he
watched them they changed their positions
by quick angles, only to hold steady in the
fast water again. Nick watched them a long
time
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Nick's heart tightened as the trout moved. He
felt all the old feeling.
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Nick walked back up the ties to where his
pack lay in the cinders beside the railway
track. He was happy. He adjusted the pack
harness around the bundle, pulling straps
tight, slung the pack on his back, got his
arms through the shoulder straps and took
some of the pull off his shoulders by leaning
his forehead against the wide band of the
tump-line. Still, it was too heavy. It was
much too heavy. He had his leather rod-case
in his hand and leaning forward to keep the
weight of the pack high on his shoulders he
walked along the road that paralleled the
railway track, leaving the burned town
behind in the heat, and then turned off
around a hill with a high, fire-scarred hill on
either side onto a road that went back into
the country. He walked along the road
feeling the ache from the pull of the heavy
pack. The road climbed steadily. It was hard
work walking up-hill. His muscles ached and
the day was hot, but Nick felt happy. He felt
he had left everything behind, the need for
thinking, the need to write, other needs. It
was all back of him.
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From the time he had gotten down off the
train and the baggage man had thrown his
pack out of the open car door things had
been different. Seney was burned, the
country was burned over and changed, but it
did not matter. It could not all be burned. He
knew that. He hiked along the road, sweating
in the sun, climbing to cross the range of
hills that separated the railway from the pine
plains
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As he smoked, his legs stretched out in front
of him, he noticed a grasshopper walk along
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the ground and up onto his woolen sock. The

grasshopper was black. As he had walked
along the road, climbing, he had started

many grasshoppers from the dust. They were

all black. They were not the big
grasshoppers with yellow and black or red
and black wings whirring out from their
black wing sheathing as they fly up. These
were just ordinary hoppers, but all a sooty
black in color. Nick had wondered about
them as he walked, without really thinking
about them. Now, as he watched the black
hopper that was nibbling at the wool of his
sock with its fourway lip, he realized that
they had all turned black from living in the
burned-over land. He realized that the fire
must have come the year before, but the
grasshoppers were all black now. He
wondered how long they would stay that
way.
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"Go on, hopper," Nick said, speaking out
loud for the first time. "Fly away
somewhere."
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He came down a hillside covered with
stumps into a meadow. At the edge of the
meadow flowed the river. Nick was glad to

get to the river. He walked upstream through

the meadow. His trousers were soaked with
the dew as he walked. After the hot day, the
dew had come quickly and heavily. The
river made no sound. It was too fast and
smooth. At the edge of the meadow, before
he mounted to a piece of high ground to
make camp, Nick looked down the river at
the trout rising. They were rising to insects
come from the swamp on the other side of
the stream when the sun went down. The
trout jumped out of water to take them.
While Nick walked through the little stretch
of meadow alongside the stream, trout had
jumped high out of water. Now as he looked
down the river, the insects must be settling
on the surface, for the trout were feeding
steadily all down the stream. As far down
the long stretch as he could see, the trout
were rising, making circles all down the
surface of the water, as though it were
starting to rain.
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The ground rose, wooded and sandy, to
overlook the meadow, the stretch of river
and the swamp. Nick dropped his pack and
rod case and looked for a level piece of
ground. He was very hungry and he wanted
to make his camp before he cooked.
Between two jack pines, the ground was
quite level. He took the ax out of the pack
and chopped out two projecting roots. That
leveled a piece of ground large enough to
sleep on. He smoothed out the sandy soil
with his hand and pulled all the sweet fern
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bushes by their roots. His hands smelled
good from the sweet fern. He smoothed the
uprooted earth. He did not want anything
making lumps under the blankets. When he
had the ground smooth, he spread his three
blankets. One he folded double, next to the
ground. The other two he spread on top.

25

With the ax he slit off a bright slab of pine
from one of the stumps and split it into pegs
for the tent. He wanted them long and solid
to hold in the ground. With the tent
unpacked and spread on the ground, the
pack, leaning against a jackpine, looked
much smaller. Nick tied the rope that served
the tent for a ridge-pole to the trunk of one
of the pine trees and pulled the tent up off
the ground with the other end of the rope and
tied it to the other pine. The tent hung on the
rope like a canvas blanket on a clothesline.
Nick poked a pole he had cut up under the
back peak of the canvas and then made it a
tent by pegging out the sides. He pegged the
sides out taut and drove the pegs deep,
hitting them down into the ground with the
flat of the ax until the rope loops were buried
and the canvas was drum tight.
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Across the open mouth of the tent Nick fixed
cheesecloth to keep out mosquitoes. He
crawled inside under the mosquito bar with
various things from the pack to put at the
head of the bed under the slant of the canvas.
Inside the tent the light came through the
brown canvas. It smelled pleasantly of
canvas. Already there was something
mysterious and homelike. Nick was happy as
he crawled inside the tent. He had not been
unhappy all day. This was different though.
Now things were done. There had been this
to do. Now it was done. It had been a hard
trip. He was very tired. That was done. He
had made his camp. He was settled. Nothing
could touch him. It was a good place to
camp. He was there, in the good place. He
was in his home where he had made it. Now
he was hungry.
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Nick went over to the pack and found, with
his fingers, a long nail in a paper sack of
nails, in the bottom of the pack. He drove it
into the pine tree, holding it close and hitting
it gently with the flat of the ax. He hung the
pack up on the nail. All his supplies were in
the pack. They were off the ground and
sheltered now.
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He started a fire with some chunks of pine
he got with the ax from a stump. Over the
fire he stuck a wire grill, pushing the tour
legs down into the ground with his boot.
Nick put the frying pan on the grill over the
flames. He was hungrier. The beans and
spaghetti warmed. Nick stirred them and
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mixed them together. They began to bubble,
making little bubbles that rose with
difficulty to the surface. There was a good
smell. Nick got out a bottle of tomato
catchup and cut four slices of bread. The
little bubbles were coming faster now. Nick
sat down beside the fire and lifted the frying
pan off. He poured about half the contents
out into the tin plate. It spread slowly on the
plate. Nick knew it was too hot. He poured
on some tomato catchup. He knew the beans
and spaghetti were still too hot. He looked at
the fire, then at the tent, he was not going to
spoil it all by burning his tongue. For years
he had never enjoyed fried bananas because
he had never been able to wait for them to
cool. His tongue was very sensitive. He was
very hungry. Across the river in the swamp,
in the almost dark, he saw a mist rising. He
looked at the tent once more. All right. He
took a full spoonful from the plate.
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He ate the whole plateful before he
remembered the bread. Nick finished the
second plateful with the bread, mopping the
plate shiny. He had not eaten since a cup of
coffee and a ham sandwich in the station
restaurant at St. Ignace. It had been a very
fine experience. He had been that hungry
before, but had not been able to satisfy it. He
could have made camp hours before if he
had wanted to. There were plenty of good
places to camp on the river. But this was
good.
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Nick drove another big nail and hung up the
bucket full of water. He dipped the coffee
pot half full, put some more chips under the
grill onto the fire and put the pot on. He
could not remember which way he made
coffee. He could remember an argument
about it with Hopkins, but not which side he
had taken. He decided to bring it to a boil.
He remembered now that was Hopkins's
way. He had once argued about everything
with Hopkins.

While he waited for the coffee to boil, he
opened a small can of apricots. He liked to
open cans. He emptied the can of apricots
out into a tin cup. While he watched the
coffee on the fire, he drank the Juice syrup
of the apricots, carefully at first to keep from
spilling, then meditatively, sucking the
apricots down. They were better than fresh
apricots.
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The coffee boiled as he watched. The lid
came up and coffee and grounds ran down
the side of the pot. Nick took it off the grill.
It was a triumph for Hopkins. He put sugar
in the empty apricot cup and poured some of
the coffee out to cool. It was too hot to pour
and he used his hat to hold the handle of the
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coffee pot. He would not let it steep in the
pot at all. Not the first cup. It should be
straight Hopkins all the way. Hop deserved
that. He was a very serious coffee drinker.
He was the most serious man Nick had ever
known. Not heavy, serious. That was a long
time ago. Hopkins spoke without moving his
lips. He had played polo. He made millions
of dollars in Texas. He had borrowed carfare
to go to Chicago, when the wire came that
his first big well had come in. He could have
wired for money. That would have been too
slow. They called Hop's girl the Blonde
Venus. Hop did not mind because she was
not his real girl. Hopkins said very
confidently that none of them would make
fun of his real girl. He was right. Hopkins
went away when the telegram came. That
was on the Black River. It took eight days
for the telegram to reach him. Hopkins gave
away his .22 caliber Colt automatic pistol to
Nick. He gave his camera to Bill. It was to
remember him always by. They were all
going fishing again next summer. The Hop
Head was rich. He would get a yacht and
they would all cruise along the north shore
of Lake Superior. He was excited but
serious. They said good-bye and all felt bad.
It broke up the trip. They never saw Hopkins
again. That was a long time ago on the Black
River.
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Nick drank the coffee, the coffee according
to Hopkins. The coffee was bitter. Nick
laughed. It made a good ending to the story.
His mind was starting to work. He knew he
could choke it because he was tired enough.
He spilled the coffee out of the pot and
shook the grounds loose into the fire. He lit a
cigarette and went inside the tent. He took
off his shoes and trousers, sitting on the
blankets, rolled the shoes up inside the
trousers for a pillow and got in between the
blankets.
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PART II

In the morning the sun was up and the tent
was starting to get hot. Nick crawled out
under the mosquito netting stretched across
the mouth of the tent, to look at the morning.
The grass was wet on his hands as he came
out. He held his trousers and his shoes in his
hands. The sun was just up over the hill.
There was the meadow, the river and the
swamp. There were birch trees in the green
of the swamp on the other side of the river.
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Nick knew that by the time he was through
with breakfast they would be as lively as
ever. Without dew in the grass it would take
him all day to catch a bottle full of good
grasshoppers and he would have to crush
many of them, slamming at them with his
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hat. He washed his hands at the stream. He
was excited to be near it. Then he walked up
to the tent. The hoppers were already
jumping stiffly in the grass. In the bottle,
warmed by the sun, they were jumping in a
mass. Nick put in a pine stick as a cork. It
plugged the mouth of the bottle enough, so
the hoppers could not get out and left plenty
of air passage.
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He's all right, Nick thought. He was only
tired.
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He had wet his hand before he touched the
trout, so he would not disturb the delicate
mucus that covered him. If a trout was
touched with a dry hand, a white fungus
attacked the unprotected spot. Years before
when he had fished crowded streams, with
fly fishermen ahead of him and behind him,
Nick had again and again come on dead
trout, furry with white fungus, drifted
against a rock, or floating belly up in some
pool. Nick did not like to fish with other
men on the river. Unless they were of your
party, they spoiled it.
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His mouth dry, his heart down, Nick reeled
in. He had never seen so big a trout. There
was a heaviness, a power not to be held, and
then the bulk of him, as he jumped. He
looked as broad as a salmon.
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Nick's hand was shaky. He reeled in slowly.
The thrill had been too much. He felt,
vaguely, a little sick, as though it would be
better to sit down.
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The leader had broken where the hook was
tied to it. Nick took it in his hand. He
thought of the trout somewhere on the
bottom, holding himself steady over the
gravel, far down below the light, under the
logs, with the hook in his jaw. Nick knew
the trout's teeth would cut through the snell
of the hook. The hook would imbed itself in
his jaw. He'd bet the trout was angry.
Anything that size would be angry. That was
a trout. He had been solidly hooked. Solid as
a rock. He felt like a rock, too, before he
started off. By God, he was a big one. By
God, he was the biggest one | ever heard of.
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Nick had one good trout. He did not care
about getting many trout. Now the stream
was shallow and wide. There were trees
along both banks. The trees of the left bank
made short shadows on the current in the
forenoon sun. Nick knew there were trout in
each shadow. In the afternoon, after the sun
had crossed toward the hills, the trout would
be in the cool shadows on the other side of
the stream.
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Nick did not care about fishing that hole. He
was sure he would get hooked in the
branches.
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Nick did not want to go in there now. He felt
a reaction against deep wading with the
water deepening up under his armpits, to
hook big trout in places impossible to land
them. In the swamp the banks were bare, the
big cedars came together overhead, the sun
did not come through, except in patches; in
the fast deep water, in the half light, the
fishing would be tragic. In the swamp
fishing was a tragic adventure. Nick did not
want it. He did not want to go down the
stream any further today.
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Nick stood up on the log, holding his rod,
the landing net hanging heavy, then stepped
into the water and splashed ashore. He
climbed the bank and cut up into the woods,
toward the high ground. He was going back
to camp. He looked back. The river just
showed through the trees. There were plenty
of days coming when he could fish the
swamp.
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