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AFRICA IN THE EYES OF CABLE NETWORK NEWS ( CNN) AND ALJAZEERA: A
COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS

Godwin B. Okon

ABSTRACT: "The thrust of this study was to ascertain the fezqy and nature of coverage
given to the African region by CNN and Aljazeerhe Dbjectives however were predicated on
the ideology that the mass media can facilitatebglopeace and understanding through
meaningful exchange of information and ideas. Te@sprogrammes of CNN and Aljazeera
were content analysed for fifteen (15) days withieav to streamlining the pattern of coverage
given to Africa by the two networks. Analysis wasalquantitatively and qualitatively. Inter-
coder reliability showed a correlation of r=86. Dmtrevealed that much of Africa was not
reported by CNN in contradistinction to Aljazeeda.was further found that CNN had a
preponderance of unfavourable news (75%) whilez&kaa had a fairly equitable distribution of
47% across the favourable and unfavourable categoriA synthesis of the data showed
Aljazeera to be more favourably disposed towards rigportage of Africa. It was however
recommended that global news media should enriein glortals with penetration. This no doubt
will ensure the coverage of areas considered tatadi to reach. It was further recommended
that there should be an emerging drive by the gawents of African countries to develop
communication facilities that will help launch Afai to the world so as to break the dependency
on global media.

KEYWORDS - Africa ,Aljazeera, CNN, Global media , News flow

OVERVIEW

Communication is central to international relatiofibe indispensability of communication in
this regard cannot be controverted since it accondierstanding to issues that bind the peoples
of the world together. Contemporary studies reteatl countries, the world over, are now more
than ever concerned about the kind of reportagedbéfrom the global media.

In today’s interdependent world, information haswndecome an economic resource.
Information plays a vital role in perception. Ifvtaurably cast, information opens a vista of
opportunities for countries especially when viewaghinst the backdrop of Foreign Direct
Investments (FDI). Prosperity of nations is no danbrinsically linked to the reverberating role
of communication in global socio-economic as welkacio-political trends.

Hasan (2013) opines that “today we are surrounded Inulti-level convergent media world

where all modes of communication and informatioa eontinually reforming to adapt to the
enduring demands of technologies, thus changingvhyewe create, consume, learn and interact
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with each other”(p.84). The imputation howeverhattthe mass media undeniably string the
peoples of the world together.

Dupree (1990) notes that “relations between govemismare now more than ever strongly
influenced by the people’s views of their own ietrwhich in turn is shaped by the people’s
information” (P.11).1t has however been noted thain interdependent world such as ours, we
are affected by almost any event almost anywhetes Tnequivocally accords unrivalled
importance to news (information) as an indisperesatdource in global policies.

The forgoing interestingly justifies UNESCO'’s deeldgon on fundamental principles concerning
“the contribution of the mass media in strengthgnoeace and international understanding”.
Most problems which threaten mankind as a mattergéncy require multi-lateral co-operation
among nations with a view to strengthening andesatiing sustainable solutions.

By inference, therefore, the importance of forefggws as an essential element in international
relations as well as a precursor to internatioealge can never be overemphasized.

Unfortunately, scholars have observed that the fédwWoreign news in the various media of
communication has been found to be very inadegaadeunbalanced. It has also been posited
that news hardly flows from the developing coumstri® the developed countries which
advertently engenders undesirable consequencéseféormer.

If the foregoing is anything to go by, it therefpfellows that the flow of international news is

from bigger to smaller countries, technologicallyvanced to less technologically advanced
countries. The presupposition however is the pviglifor media audience to read/hear more
about America/Britain than any other African coyntr the global media.

The news flow pattern herein depicted has beefii¢gbas “a one way flow pattern” where news
flows from the First World countries to the Thirdovidl countries with adverse effects that
manifest in both quantitative and qualitative insrades.

In the face of global exigencies, it is expectedt tthe creative powers of the media will be
deployed by mainstream media to enthrone equiiyndas and justice. In line with this are
concepts like freedom of information, free flowinformation, balanced flow of information, all
centered around, the pursuit of objective truth fited exchange of ideas and knowledge. This
invariably will allow for a proactive process wheselutions and actions can be portrayed
through collaborative efforts. The gravitation #fere will be towards tackling the problems
faced by countries of the world with a view to Highting on the critical aspects of the
solutions.

Cable News Network (CNNndAljazeerdEnglish) in terms of reach, operations and mandate
fall within the purview of the global media. Thasews channels, through reportage, provide the
audience with a peep into countries beyond theimeaaiate sensory perception. If the
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information so received about a given country falithin parameters considered favourable, the
implications most certainly resonate in terms afremmic growth and prospects.

It must however be noted that in Sub- Sahara Afft@ble News Network (CNNMhdAljazeera
seem to be veritable sources of foreign news. tesefore explains why the preoccupation of
governments in sub Sahara Africa seems to be onahe&e of reportage on issues and events
around them in the windows of the world as epit@diby the news package of these networks.
Based on the foregoing, the thrust of this studyherefore predicated on the frequency and
nature of coverage given to the African region@yN andAljazeerain the light of the cardinal
role of the media to facilitate global peace andarstanding through meaningful exchange of
information and ideas.

Statement of the Problem

The preponderance of news coverage on Europe /Narikrica in contradistinction to the
paucity of news on Africa and the developing coestiof Asia precipitated the call for a New
World Information and Communication Order. Thisl dalelf was premised on the need to make
global news flow more even and balanced.

It has been further argued that the present news flattern allows for a dependency situation
where more is known about the developed countfi€impe and America while little is known
about Africa. This no doubt has led to the perpgatnaof stereotypes that are obviously
unwholesome and do not support international coatjma based on fairness, equity and just
treatment.

Since the world is fast becoming a global villages assumed that the peoples of the world are
most likely to be affected by almost any event atramywhere. In other words, the peoples of
Europe and America need African news as much dsakfs desire news on their countries.
McBride, (1980) have noted:

that communications role in international relasors
important and indeed vital because it governs thiyaof
international opinion to come fully to grips withet
problems which threaten mankind’'s survival - protde
which cannot be solved without consultation and co-
operation between countries (p.34).

Contemporary events bearing international dimerssimewve shown that such problems include
racism, destruction of the environment and mangmthThese no doubt are the challenges and
dangers that affect all nations.

In Feuby’'s (1990) view, the world has never beemerabundantly informed about itself. The
call for a New World Information and Communicati@nder was geared towards redressing the
news flow imbalance. Though the call witnessed xahange of inflammatory rhetoric, it drew
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attention to the fact that some countries wereamby under reported in the global media but
badly reported too. This no doubt jeopardizes thiéual and national identity of most Third
World countries.

Decades after the New World Information and Commation Order debate drew the attention
of the world to the global news flow imbalance; obegins to wonder if there has been
gravitation towards greater and more visible regmestion of Africa and Asia in the global

media. In addition to the quantitative imbalanceha flow of global news, there is perhaps a
more serious qualitative imbalance which manifetsslf in the dominance of unfavourable

Third World news. According to Momoh (1990) “itéemmon knowledge that news from Third
World countries usually make their appearancesenniedia of developed countries only when
they are sensational (p.97).

How far this trend has changed in the present rtavs pattern remains the concern of this
study. In other words, how much of African newgmsbedded in the news programme€£bdiN
andAljazeer& More descriptively so, is there a preponderafdavourable reportage of Africa
by these networks? The problem of this study isefloee preconceived in the foregoing.

Objectives of the Study
Going by the clamour for greater representatiothan global media by Third World countries,
this study sets to;

I. Find out the frequency of coverage given to AfiigaCable News Network (CNNind
Aljazeera(English).

ll. Ascertain the nature of coverage given to Africatil/two networks under study.

lil. Infer from the foregoing iICNN andAljazeeradiffer in their reportage of Africa.

Research Questions
1. How often does news on Africa meet the cut-offdaafiCNN andAljazeer®
2. To what extent is Africa favourably reported ©NNandAljazeer®
3. To what is extent is there a disparity betweenithg CNN andAljazeera report Africa

Operationalization of terms

Coverage— The reportage a country receives in a given umedi

Frequency— The number of times a country is reported withigiven period.

Nature of coverage—The direction of the reportage measured in teom$avourable
Neutral andUnfavourable

LITERATURE REVIEW

The communications media through their informafiamction provide us with windows into the
world outside our immediate sensory perception. iffiermation so received from the mass
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media enable us react intelligently to our societyile equipping us with the much needed
knowledge to adapt systematically to our environimen

As aptly noted by Asadu and Usua(2011), “the masesglianof communication have become
necessities of life. Today somebody in Americatdsni or Japan interacts freely with somebody
in Nigeria and we know freely what happens in aepotblime without physically being
there”(p.5). Amakiri (2008) in a similar contexttae that “the mass media act as socio-political
and cultural mediators by setting the economiciad@nd political agenda of the polity” (p.25).

In describing the dynamics of international comneation, Bittner (1989) asserts that the
strength of the global mass media is measured nmsteof its efficacy as an integrative
instrument of pressure in the game of internatiuaéitics. Interestingly, international politics is
known for intense competition for advantage takingorder to maximize national power.
Scholars have however observed that within the foélinternational communication, the views
of the powerful constitute the dominant opiniomwiorld affairs.

By extrapolation therefore global news flow is lgegiominated by the economically rich and
technologically advanced nations to the detrimenthe developing countries. By inference,
therefore, Lee et.al (2001) have analyzed that titesd seems to render international news
ethnocentric and status centered with an ideolbglaat.

Rodman (2012) posits that “the United States of Arae sends out far more mass media
products — such as movies, recordings, TV prograsnamel books — than it imports” (p. 10).
Schiller (1969) as cited by Rodman (2012) descritiedAmerican domination of world media
product as being so strong and so long lastingtligaglobal mass media are now being referred
to as the ‘American Empire”.

The Pew Research center for people and the pregsalGAttitudes Survey (2009) found that
“the spread of US ideas and customs is dislikedmiayjorities in almost every country. That
sentiment is prevalent in friendly nations suchFesnce (58%), Argentina (78%) and Turkey
(88%)” (http:pewglobal.org/display.php? ReportID328unes 2009). Underlying this notion is
the lateral observation that many countries dishkeerica’s incursion into their native cultures
accusing the United States of cultural imperialism.

Lending credence to this, McQuail (2010) notes tfat essential attribute of culture is
communication since cultures can hardly developsige, extend and generally succeed without
communication” (p. 13). It has been further notbéattThird World countries have made
significant scientific and technological strides igth have contributed significantly to the
progress of civilization yet such achievementsasgally treated as less striking developments
by the Western media. In a study by Amakiri (2008)vas found that the “Libyan multi-billion
dollar underground river project, to irrigate thesdrt for agriculture was hardly given a mention
in Western media” (p.185).

99



Global Journal of Arts Humanities and Social Scésnc
Vol.1, No.3, pp.95-107, September 2013

Published by European Centre for Research TrasmigDevelopment UK (www.ea-journals.org)

The role of international communication in this egent order as further noted by Amakiri
(2009) is to “propagate the ideals of globalizatipresenting the phenomenon as an inevitable
and irreversible process, manipulating the targapufation into believing that anything,
including ideas emanating from the developed coesis worth it” (p.119).

To authenticate this presupposition is the indwatby UNESCO figures that about 80% of
world news emanates from the trans-regional neven@gs, viz AP, Reuters and AFP. These
agencies own more than 700 bureaus and have ab00té&rrespondents in more than thirty
countries. It has been further posited that thaddnStates remains the world’s largest distributor
of motion pictures. Elaborating further, Amakir0@9) notes that:

with the advantage of being owners of the inteonat
mass media, the developed countries bombard the poo
nations with their version of news and saturateirthe
thoughts with foreign values and ideas thereby
predisposing them to indoctrination as sanctionedcbdia
hegemony. This precisely is the basis of the canoép
media imperialism which has created an information
dependent status for the Third World (p.119).

The presupposition is that communication dispaia@d domination occur at different levels
and in different forms. It could occur between deped and developing countries, between
developed countries belonging to the same idedddgsystem and between Third World
countries themselves.

Though age long, the UNESCO declaration “for th@l@dshment of a new equilibrium and

greater reciprocity in the flow of information whievill be conducive to the institution of a just

and lasting peace and to the economic and politisdeépendence of nations” resonates
eloquently.

The potency of information in the area of mutualdemstanding and peace is quite
incontrovertible. Nwosu (1990) notes that:

In this era of political, economic and other unamties,
the peoples of the world need understanding whahes
through effective, fair and equitable communication
order to keep living and interacting together asnimers of
the international community of nations (p.35)

This however provides a platform for assessmeneims of how much of African news is

carried in the global media. Since information [piates global peace, the ultimate goal of the
global media should be to strengthen global pelimigh adequate and balanced coverage of
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the nations of the world. Having entered the eraglobalization, Africa can no longer be
inveigled in the praxis of a dark continent. Hergs the justification for this study.

METHODOLOGY

This study by its very nature necessitates congdlysis. Content analysis according to
Kerlinger (2000) is a “method of studying and amalg communication in a systematic,
objective and qualitative manner for the purposenglasuring variables (p.67). It has been
further affirmed by Wimmer and Dominick (2011) theontent analysis is systematic and
objective. The justification for this design is tha will enable the researcher to study the
manifest content of news broadcastsAdjazeeraand Cable News Network (CNNith a view

to streamlining the frequency and nature of covergigen to Africa by the two networks from
the 13" through 2% June, 2013.

The population of this study represents the tgtalftnews broadcast within the review period.
By deduction, therefore, this represents fifteeh) (days news broadcasts. In terms of sampling
procedure, the two networksGNN and Aljazeera were purposively selected based on reach
and ubiquity. Descriptively, across cable and &tahetworks, in NigeriaCNN andAljazeera
seem to be channels that cut across subscriptioguets thus enhancing their accessibility by
audience members. On the other hand, the populatiothe study was considered quite
manageable thus negating the need for a sample.

Coding sheets were used for the study. The codirgts in this regard enabled the researcher to
classify data in predetermined spaces. Classificatwere therefore made to capture the dateline
of news stories.

The procedure for analysis consisted of an operaliged definition of the subject matter. To
this and, the subject matter was defined thus, faays story, on Africa as a continent or on
countries within the African continent”. Measurerhevas carried out for news content that
dovetailed within the purview of this definition.

Frequency was measured in terms of the numbemastinews on Africa was aired within the

study period. The numerical value for frequency wasiinal while the nature of coverage was
assessed thematically to reflect the coverageeo$tibject matter in terms of favourable, neutral
and unfavourable. Succinctly described, analysis wane quantitatively (frequency) and

qualitatively (nature). Comparison of frequency aature of coverage by the two networks was
done using simple disaggregation index.

To ensure reliability and researcher non bias,oéepsional coder was employed to assist in the
coding. A total of 89 items were categorized. Basedhe categorizations, the coders agreed on
77 and disagreed on 12 categories. Differenceoding were computed using Holsti (1968)
formula;
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2(c1.2)
cl+c?
Where: C1.2 = number of category assignt agreed on
C1+C2 = total number of categorsigisment made by both coders
r= correlation
=2 (77)
=89 +89
27T
178
_ 154
178
0.86

The computation shows a high degree of correlatvbich no doubt holds validation for the
coding categories.

Data Presentation

Data is here presented in tables with interpratatdrawn there from

Table 1: Reportage of Africa onCNN from 13" June — 27" June, 2013
Date Day Time Country Story Direction Duration New Reporter
category
13/06/13 | Thurs 9.29pm South Mandela’'s U 2" Connect Aisha
Africa Dwindling the world | Sesay
health
14/06/13 | Friday | 9.00pm - - - - - -
15/06/13 | Sat 9.30pm South Mandel's U 90’ World Aisha
Africa health Report Sesay
16/06/13 | Sun 9.00pm - - - - - -
17/06/13 | Mon 9.00pm Ethiopia Girls’ Rising U 3’ Quact Jake
the world | Tapper
18/06/13 | Tues 9.00pm - - - - - -
19/06/13 | Wed 9.00pm - - - - - -
20/06/13 | Thurs 9.00pm - - - - - -
21/06/13 | Friday | 9.33pm Egypt Massive rall\ 3" CNN Hamdi
for  Egypt's Preview Alkhshali
president
21/06/13 | Friday | 9.47pm Nigeria Afrobeats, thE 2" CNN Viadimir
sound of the preview Duthiers
West Africa
22/06/13 | Sat 9.00pm - - - - - -
23/06/13 | Sun 9/00pm - - - - - -
24/06/13 | Mon 9.15pm South Mandela’'s U 3" Connect Aisha
Africa heath the world | Sesay
25/06/13 | Tues 9.18pm South Mandela’'s U 5” Connect Aisha
Africa health the world | Sesay
26/06/13 | Wed 12.00pm South Mandela’s U 4" Connect Robin
Africa health the world | Curnow
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Table 2a: Reportage of Africa onAljazeera (13" -19" June, 2013)

DAY/DATE |TIME COUNTRY |[NATURE PROGRAMME $TORY

Thursday 8:30pm Uganda Favourable The news stream Ugasdhscuss new budget

13/06/2013 plans

Friday 8:20pm South Africa| Favourable News south |té\ generic look at the war

14/06/2013 north against the phenomenon pf
cyber crime

Saturday 8:00pm Egypt News Hour Egypt to cut ties with Syrian

15/06/2013 government. Egyptian
president announces the
closing of Syrian embassy.
Libya gun battle: gun men
battle Benghazi security forces
in clash

Saturday 8:15pm Libya Unfavourable

15/06/2013

Sunday 8:00pm Uganda Unfavourable News hour Cartel Clashes: Lord’s

16/06/2013 resistance army attacks village
Nelson Mandela’s health: In

Sunday 8.00pm South Africa | favourable News hour serious condition but

16/06/2013 improving

Sunday 8:00pm South Africa| Unfavourable News Hour Markgtinthe day of the

16/06/2013 African child: years afte
apartheid and people still face
challenges

Monday 8:30pm South Africa| Favourable Talk to Aljazeera n Wterview By Mike Hanng

17/06/2013 with Frank Chikane a formar
adviser to Nelson Mandela,
talking about the achievements
of Nelson Mandela, his fight
and the challenges of South
Africa after apartheid.

Tuesday 8:50pm South Africa| Unfavourable News hour South  ricsf “Water

18/06/2013 technology.” Children using
playtime on new merry go
round technology to generate
water. Clean water is a problem
in Africa.

Wednesday | 9"00pm Somalia Unfavourable News hour Attack: 15dead in

19/06/2013 Al'shabaab’s raid

Thursday 8:00pm Nigeria Unfavourable News hour Nigerialemze: dozens killed

20/06/2013 in various attacks. This is
happening only few days after
students were killed i
Maiduguri

Friday 8:10pm Zimbabwe Unfavourable News hour Zimbabvendlreforms

21/06/2013
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h

Saturday 8:06pm South Africa| Neutral News hour New politigearty launch in

22/06/2013 south Africa.

Sunday 9:00pm Mali Favourable World news Mali ceases: fi@vernment

23/06/2013 of Mali and Rebels agree g
cease fire.

Monday - - - - -

24/06/2013

Tuesday 8:35pm Nigeria Neutral News hour Abuja hosts afab on same

25/06/2013 sex marriage.

Wednesday | 8:00pm South Africa | Unfavourable News hour Mandela may be in his vern

26/06/2013 last days on earth

Wednesday | 8:00pm Senegal &| Favourable News hour Obama tours Africa on staf

26/06/2013 South Africa visit to Senegal, South Africa

Thursday 8"45pm Lybia Favourable News hour A man rescueskat

27/06/2013

Table 3: Frequency of African News orCNN and Aljazeera

NETWORK |[STUDY PERIOD (13™ -27" | NO. OF DAYS AFRICA WAS | PERCENTAGE
JUNE,2013) REPORTED
DAYS
CNN 15 8 53
Aljazeera 15 15 100

Table 3 above shows that of the fifteen day stuelyod, CNN featured news on Africa across
eight (8) days representing a frequency count autlb3% while Aljazeera featured Africa

across the fifteen day study period representirdyd.0

Table 4: Nature of African News onCNN and Aljazeera

NETWORK |STUDY PERIOD (DAYS) NEWSTEMS
F N U Total
CNN 15 1 1 6 8
(12) (13) (75) (100)
Aljazeera 15 7 1 7 15
(47) (6) (47) (100)

(Figures in Parenthesis represent percentage attmi)

Legend

F — Favourable
N — Neutral
U — Unfavourable
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As shown on Table 4, the news highlight on Africga 6NN had a preponderance of
unfavourable news (75%) while the favourable anana¢news items on Africa had 12% count
respectively. Foljazeera the distribution of news items on the favouradtel unfavourable
tilts, as shown on the table, seems to be at pdr &i% count for each category. The two
networks however had marginal neutral slants.

Table 5: Aggregation Index

Network | STUDY | NEWS FAVOURABLE | NEUTRAL | UNFAVOURABLE
PERIOD | HIGHLIGHT
(DAYS

CNN 15 8 1 1 6

Aljazeera| 15 15 7 1 7

Table 5 shows thahljazeeragave more highlights on Africa within the studyipd thanCNN

In terms of nature, direction and treatment, thetalso shows thatljazeeras report on Africa
reflected an equitable spread across the favoueattlainfavourable categories whl&IN had a
preponderance of unfavourable news on Africa witie study period. This becomes more
glaring when graphically represented (8gel).

16 -
14 -
12
B CNN
10
M Aljazeera
s
6 -
w
>
Q4
2 -
0 Y Y Y 1
Study Period News Highlight Favourable Neutral Unfavourable

Aggregation Index

Fig. L Cumulative coverage on Africa ISNN andAljazeera
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DISCUSSIONS

The findings of this study seem to dovetail witkttie framework of quantitative and qualitative
notions of imbalance in international news flow. éuof Africa was not reported B@NN in
contradistinction tdAljazeera This no doubt lends further credence to geograplaximity as a
factor in international news flow.

It was further found that the bulk &NN report on Africa was unfavourable. Within the stud
period,CNN seemed to focus more on Nelson Mandela’s failiegith. The imputation however
is that there was a significant shrift in the repge of more structural sectors like politics and
the economy. FoAljazeera the unfavourable reportage of Africa focused nmrehe political
insurrection in Egypt, the Benghazi (Libya) segutireakdown and the activities of tiAd’
Shabaalrebels in Somalia. This interestingly was balanzetlby its favourable reports like the
emerging economic skyline in Uganda.

The study further revealed that fGNN, within the study period, the reportage featurest pu
few countries in the African region and these coasf South Africa, Egypt, Zimbabwe,etc.,
frequently made the rounds. In other worlds @N reports within the study period oscillated
between South Africa and Egypt. This however cameotlivorced from the political turmoil in
Egypt and Nelson Mandela’s health. Incidentallye 8ame correspondents featured in all the
reports on Africa within the study period. Thisding holds corroboration for the fact that
Africa only makes the news when it borders on mexahd sensationalism.

Comparatively, as revealed in this analy#ifazeeraseemed to be more favourably disposed
towards the reportage of African news, within thitadg period, thanCNN with a 100%
guantitative coverage on Africa as agairSNNs 53% while its qualitative coverage
(favourable) stood at 47% with that @NN standing at 12%. The imputation from the foregoing
is deleterious and unpalatable.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Since the world has become a global village, globadiia networks should endeavour to
break new grounds on global reportage by recruitioge correspondents with a view to
enriching their news portals with penetration. Tinssdoubt will ensure the coverage of
areas considered too distant to reach.

2. In the wake of the perception of news as an econoesiource, the stereotype associated
with news as an unfavourable event should be brokéappy moments and
developments can aptly be conceptualized as newgnWhculcated, this ideology will
help break the jinx of disaster reporting that nassumes the colouration of global
media.

3. There should be an emerging drive by the governsnehfrican countries to develop
communication facilities that can help launch Adrito the world so as to break the
dependency on global media which seem to be ireeigl the inertia of inadequate and
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unfavourable reportage of Africa. To this end, tlaeilities of PANA should be
reactivated and expanded.
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